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Parish Plans
• They are a way to uncover the needs of community members, their vision for 

the future of the parish and ideas on how to achieve this.

What are the benefits to a Parish Council?
• A Parish Plan gives the Council information which is statistically sound 
• The Public has an opportunity to be involved and contribute views and 

opinions 
• Local authorities and other agencies have information and the reassurance 

that the community has been thoroughly consulted and that there is a 
consensus for action 

• Funding may be easier to access as a result of Parish Plan evidence of need 

What are the benefits to the people?
• It gives them the chance to say what is needed and wanted and how this 

could be accomplished 
• It allows them to show what elements of the natural and built environment 

matter to them and should be enhanced 
• It gives them the chance to show what development is needed for local 

requirements and where they can safely take place 



Meriden Parish Appraisal and Plan

The Process
• Appraisal (Sept 2007 – Dec 2008)

– What are the facts and issues?
– What are the people’s views? – household survey
– Appraisal Report
– Issues and questions for Parish Plan

• Parish Plan (Jan 2008 – July 2008)

– Theme Groups – further engagement with community and with 
partners

– Determine priorities and actions
– Publication of Plan

• Actions (from Summer 2008 onwards)

• Quality Parish
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What’s important about living here?
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Priorities for change / improvement
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Priorities for change and improvement

• Better facilities and activities for young people, 
together with better play facilities for the whole 
community

• Road safety and better bus services, particularly 
to Solihull

• Community policing and action to reduce the 
fear of crime and anti-social behaviour.

Plus addressing the needs of older people in an 
ageing population





Where in the Parish?
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Comings and goings!

• Over 25% of households have come 
to live in Meriden in the last 5 years

• A turnover of over 50% in the last 15 
years

• 22.7% of households have lived here 
for over 25 years





Some key issues from the 
Household Survey

• Housing and development
• Facilities and activities for young people

• Health and care
• Travel and transport
• Road safety

• Pavements and parking
• Crime and policing

• Local shops and services
• Community information and communication





• “Any new housing developments 
must maintain the village / rural 
character of Meriden Parish and 
the social infrastructure and 
services must be improved”.



The Green Belt

98.5% say the preservation of the
Green Belt is important or 

very important







Questions for young people 
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Young People

Parish Plan – issues and questions

• In preparing the Parish Plan we will engage with 
young people themselves to better understand their 
perceptions of life in Meriden

• We will engage with the voluntary and professional 
bodies already working with young people and with 
Solihull Youth Parliament

• We will develop a practical and achievable plan for  
addressing the needs of young people





Play facilities
Parish Plan – issues and questions: we will:

• Continue to press for the early provision of 
good play facilities for all in Meriden, 
particularly the young

• Press for some play provision in Millison’s 
Wood

• Seek recognition for Meriden’s needs in 
Solihull Borough Council’s Play Policy and a 
more equitable distribution of the Borough’s 
resources

• Research whether there are other examples 
of “parished” areas of the Borough such as 
Meriden being disadvantaged





Views on comments made by 
adults about young people
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Issues and problems facing the elderly
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Health and Care

In preparing the draft Parish Plan we will have 
further discussions with the doctors’ practice, with  
the Solihull Care Trust and with Packington Estate 
about:

1. How the deficiencies of current surgery facilitie s 
might be tackled

2. The longer term needs of the community and plans 
for Meriden Surgery in the light of the Balsall 
Common developments

3. How to improve the accessibility of other health 
care services



Bus service 
usage
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Bus services

Parish Plan – issues and questions:
1. We will make the case to Centro and/or Travel 

West Midlands for the 900 bus to revert to a 20 
minute frequency

2. We will explore with Centro and the bus 
operators ways of improving bus access to 
Solihull town centre, including an evening 
return service

3. We will publicise the Taxibus service in 
consultation with WM Special Needs Transport



Transport difficulties

9% often have difficulty getting to and from 
Meriden / Millisons Wood and 23% have 

occasional difficulties



Support for action to improve road safety 
in specific locations
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Road Safety

Parish Plan – Issues and questions:

– We will explore the options for controlling 
traffic speed more fully with residents, with 
Solihull Borough Council and with ROSPA

– We will look at ways of improving pedestrian 
safety throughout the Parish







Pavements and parking

Parish Plan – Issues and questions:

• Is there any satisfactory way of improving 
parking at the shops and in Fillongley Road 
outside the school?

• How should pavement parking be tackled?
• How do we persuade Solihull Borough Council 

to improve pavements, footpaths and lighting 
of alleyways etc?



Crime and anti-social behaviour
(in the 12 months to May 2008)
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Crime and policing
Parish Plan – issues and questions:

• We will discuss the views of our community with 
the Police, with Solihull Crime and Disorder 
Reduction Partnership and press the case for more 
effective community policing.

• We will consult shopkeepers, other stakeholders 
and the Police about the possibility and 
acceptability of CCTV surveillance at the Green.

• We will engage with all agencies and professional 
bodies working in community safety to improve 
the feeling of safety for all residents.



Use of the 
Post Office
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Use of the 
Chemist / 
Pharmacy
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Putting the Heart into the Centre of EnglandPutting the Heart into the Centre of England



Thank you for listening

“Nothing without the Community

The Solihull Partnership is a community 
partnership with a community strategy. We can 
only succeed if the ideas and aspirations of the 
community drive our partnership. This means 
listening well, and actively involving members of 
the community in every aspect of the 
Partnership, including decision-making.”

(One Borough: an Equal Chance for All, section 5.3)



How will we work together?

• How will your organisation work with us?

• Solihull Partnership 
– How should Meriden engage effectively with 

the Partnership?

– How do members of the Partnership engage 
with communities in a joined-up way?


