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Foreword

The Meriden Parish Plan, adopted and published in 2009, set out the priorities for our Parish,
based on survey evidence and widespread community engagement. This Parish Design
Statement is supplementary to the Parish Plan and is written, in particular, to inform planners
and developers what has been agreed by the local community in order to supplement and guide
local planning decisions. We apologise for the planning jargon used in places, but we need to
use the language that planners and developers understand!

The Government is in the process of changing planning legislation and proposing to introduce
new National Planning Policy Guidelines. These changes are controversial, but are likely to give
even greater weight to the views of local communities expressed through village and parish
plans and design statements such as this. This Design Statement will form supplementary
planning guidance for future developments in the Parish.

Thank you to all parish residents who have responded to consultation on this Statement. Thanks

to the volunteers in the Parish Plan Action Group who have put this together and to the Solihull
Borough Council officers who have given guidance.

- b

Chair, Meriden Parish Council Chair, Meriden Parish Plan Action Group
December 2011

Best wishes

Kok weawed
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Meriden Parish Design Statement

Wh a't it i s and what itdés for

A Parish Design Statement forms part of a Parish Plan. It is produced by local people in
partnership with their Parish Council to identify the characteristics and qualities they value in
their village and surroundings and the issues and concerns about enhancing their local
environment. A parish design statement informs planners and developers about what has been
agreed by the local community in order to supplement and guide local planning policy
decisions.

A Parish Design Statement seeks to ensure that any future changes, large or small, are based

on an understanding of the parishdds past and pre:
valued characteristics of buildings and environmental features throughout Meriden Parish and

village so that unsympathetic development can be avoided and to identify where improvements

can be made to the public realm to enhance the environment and liveability of the village.

The scope and contextof Mer i d e n 6 Deskya Btatentent

This covers the whole of the Parish of Meriden, with a particular emphasis on the village. It
should be read in conjunction with the Meriden Parish Plan, approved and published by the
Parish Council in 2009 and the Survey and Parish Appraisal Report, published in 2008.
(www.meridenparishcouncil.org.uk/pdfs/meridenParishPlan.pdf)

This draft statement has been produced in partnership with Meriden Parish Council by a team
under the auspices of the Meriden Parish Plan Action Group i a large group of volunteers who
helped in various ways to engage the population of Meriden in the development of the Parish
Plan. It has been largely informed by the Household Survey 2008, other consultation during the
production of the Parish Plan and by specific consultation (during April 2011) in the form of a
newsletter delivered to every property in the Parish giving an outline of the issues and inviting
responses on proposed general guidance, input on concerns in specific areas of the Parish
and on points that may have been missed. A further consultative newsletter was distributed in
November 2011 to confirm support for some key matters of guidance.

The Solihull Unitary Development Plan will run out in 2011 and the Borough Council is required

to replace this with a new style plan called the Local Development Framework. This will be

made up of a series of documents, the mai n one beei tgr attheegyd@Cor Thi s
opportune time for Meriden to make its views clear through this Parish Design Statement and

press for the adoption of the final version of this document as Supplementary Planning

Guidance.

MERIDEN Meriden Parish
Parish Plan Appraisal & Plan
2009

Household
Survey 2008

The Results

And the key
issues for
the draft
Parish Plan

Putting the heart
into the centre of England



http://www.meridenparishcouncil.org.uk/pdfs/meridenParishPlan.pdf

Mer i de n 6os and histary i

Meriden is at the centre of England and this fact has been marked for centuries by an ancient

cross on the village green. It1 i es i n the rur al 6gapd between Covent
conurbation. The fAMeri den ®Gopghe precbus Gieen Beitaofime gi ven | o
attractive countryside and villages that lie at the heart of the most economically successful

area of the West Midlands.

The Parish covers
approximately 11.5 square
kilometres and forms the North
East corner of  Solihull
Metropolitan Borough,
bordering Coventry to the east
and North Warwickshire to the
north.
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The Parish is crossed by the A45 Birmingham to Coventry road and is within 10 minutes drive
of the M6, M42 and M6 Toll motorways, Birmingham International Airport and rail station. It is
extremely well connected and highly accessible. At the same time, its hilly and wooded
countryside attracts walkers to many well looked after footpaths, including the Heart of
England Way and the Coventry Way.

Ancient records often refer to Meriden as a small but pleasant village with a scattering of
inns. The original hill top village of Alspath, where the church of St. Laurence is situated, was
superseded by a later settlement, Meriden, which grew up in the valley on flatter ground on
either side of the important medieval road linking London to Chester and Holyhead.

In places, Meriden still retains signs of its ancient landscape with deep narrow winding lanes
and embanked hedges marking old boundaries. Ancientwood | ands, such as Millisonos
survive.

The London to Holyhead Road was of strategic and economic importance. Meriden was a

daybs coach drive from London and a favourite overn
sections of road to be made into a turnpike ran through Coventry to the bottom of Meriden

Hill.

Maintenance of the turnpike was poor and in 1810, the great road-building engineer Thomas

Telford began work on a major renovation of the whole route to Holyhead that included

lowering Meriden Hi | | thus bypassing the Queends Head Pub
remained the main Coventry to Birmingham Road until 1958 when the village was bypassed

by the A45 dual carriageway.



The development of the village and the
surrounding settlements

Theedmtred of t he -centrd, htdhg ietergdediaha y
of the Birmingham/Main and Fillongley Roads by the village
green, which is a Conservation Area. It is along these two roads
that the historical development of the village can be traced.

Facing the Green on the corner of Fillongley Road are thatched
cottages, while 6Corner Hous" o
century buildings. Eastwards from the Green along Main Road

is a run of older cottages and a cluster of listed buildings from
Strawberry Bank to Waterfall Cottages, witht he Bul | 6 s
and Meriden Hall in its own grounds to the south of Main Road.
And further to the east, beyond the duck pond four distinctive
stone cottages lie intermingled with post-war development
before reachingt he 60Ol d Road?®d, its <co
Head.

Queen

Westwards from the centre is Forest Hall and the remarkable
original pavilion, workshop and archery grounds dating from the
late 18" century, all listed as of national importance.

The Gibbaged (Blspath) on Meriden Hill was designated a ‘-.;-g_— -
Conservation Area in 1977, with its cluster of listed buildings st |l
including the Church of St. Laurence, which is of exceptional "Yen
value.

Growth in the 20" century was extensive. Between the wars,
ribbon development took place along the Fillongley Road and to
a limited extent along Main Road / Birmingham Road and Leys
Lane. At the same time the Mi
constructed a mile or so to the east of the centre and there was
some development at Eaves Green.

of

During the Second World War, 6 t e mp cevaauatiprocentres
were established at Eaves Green and in the grounds of Meriden -
Hall. After the war, t hese became more permanent O0mobil ed
home parks which are attractively laid out and well liked by &4 EA

residents.

In the decades following the war the pattern of development
was shaped by the roads, with council and private housing
developments built on the land enclosed by the Fillongley Road,
Main Road and Leys Lane. Frontage development also
consolidated housing on the Fillongley Road, Maxstoke Lane,
Main / Birmingham Road and Berkswell Road.

In the last decades of the 20™ century there were two significant
housing developments. The first was on Strawberry Fields, to
the south of Main Road near the centre and the second was at
Mi | | i s on 0 she e aof the former Triumph motorcycle
factory. Elsewhere there were some smaller infill developments.




Development pressures 1 present and future

A substantial housing development of
88 homes is under construction by
David Wilson Homes on the former
playing fields at Maxstoke Lane,
following the completion of
replacement play and sports facilities
at the centre of the village, south of
the Green, in August 2011. This new
housing will increase the population of
the Parish by approximately 10% and
of Meriden village by 15%.

The application for outline planning permission for a further 50 houses on the Leys Lane
allotments and adjoining field illustrates the development pressures on Meriden and the
surrounding area. The Household Survey demonstrated the overwhelming opposition of
residents to further large-scale housing developments of this type in the Meriden Gap.

The application for retrospective planning permission for a gypsy caravan site on Green Belt
land at Eaves Green was turned down i a decision that was upheld on appeal. In vigorously
opposing this inappropriate development, Meriden residents reasserted their commitment to the
preservation of the Green Belt in the Meriden Gap. In the Household Survey 98.5% of residents
said that the preservation of the Green Belt is important or very important.

Two major proposed developments near Meriden i the runway extension and expansion of
Birmingham International Airport and (if it is approved and built) High Speed 2 7 will put more
development pressures on the Parish.

The proposed alignment for the HS2 line
passes just to the west of the parish
boundary. The new station to the north
west of the Stonebridge roundabout,
however, is bound to increase further the
volume of traffic on local roads within the
Parish and the pressure for further housing
development in the area.

This plan shows the proposed HS2
interchange station with its 5 storey multi-
storey car park just to the north-west of the
Stonebridge roundabout. This part of
Solihull, including Meriden Parish, needs a
set of strong planning policies to protect the
Meriden Gap and its villages. These
policies must fully take account of these
development pressures.

Guidance:

x In the event the Government decides to proceed with HS2, the funding of measures
to mitigate the impact on Meriden of traffic generated by the new HS2 station must
be part of any planning conditions to be met by HS2 developers and be
acknowledged in the hybrid Bill that may be put before Parliament in 2013.

x Planning authorities need to be especially vigilant in maintaining the Green Belt in
the face of quite exceptional development pressures in the next decades.



