
 
Meriden Pond Work 

 
 

Introduction  
Over the years the pond has become overgrown and a large amount of silt deposit has settled within the lake. 
The silt levels currently only permit up to about 60cm ( 2ft ) of water when the pond in full, which is not a 
suitable habitat for wildlife, especially when the water levels drop. The amount of silt is also a health & safety 
risk should a person enter the pond. 
 

The Plan 
Solihull Council are undertaking restoration works to bring back the pond to a more inviting area for both 
wildlife and the public. The works to the pond will take place over a period of 4 to 6 weeks and involved the 
following phases: 
 

Phase 1 - Creating access for machinery 
Several limbs near the picnic area will be removed to facilitate access for the machines and also to ensure the 
safety of visitors to the pond long-term The fallen willow tree on the far bank will be removed, the chipping 
spread on site and the main trunk formed as a natural bench to sit on. Logs will be stacked to form habitat 
zones. 
 

Phase 2  - Tree works  
The tress on the island will be lifted to allow light to enter the island and make a more visually attractive feature 
of the island. The overhanging branches on  trees to the right hand side of the pond will also be removed to 
maintain the safety of the trees, improve the overall appearance and to minimise the leaf litter from the trees in 
the autumn, slowing the silt build-up and debris forming near the outfall. 
 

Phase 3  - Desilting works 
The silt has been tested for contamination and the results are suitable to allow the silt from within the pond to 
be placed on the farmers field. This silt will dry over a period of weeks and will be re-seeded to return the area 
back to grassland. A fishery team will attend the site to remove any fish from within the pond and depending on 
the species will be returned at the end of the project.  
The pond is naturally fed through the drainage ditch. During the works, this water will be pumped around the 
pond to the outfall. 
 

Phase 4 - Bank stabilisation works 
The left hand bank of the pond has over time eroded, exposing roots and looking generally untidy. 
Natural materials will be used to create a new bank edge and some of the silt placed behind this edge to build 
up the ground creating a better, safer and more attractive pond edge. 
 

Phase 5  - Re-instatement works 
The works outlined above are in form a messy operation. At the end of the works, the area surrounding the 
pond will be levelled, seeded with grass and wood chippings spread to create a pathway around the perimeter 
of the pond. A small wooden flat bridge will be installed over the drainage ditch to allow for access all the way 
around the pond. 

Frequently asked questions 
Q: What about the fish? 
A: The fish will be safely removed and stored off-site and all native species 
will be returned at the end of the works. 
 

Q: What about the ducks, swans and geese? 
A: The works will provide a good natural source of feed for these birds and 
they will likely stay around and make full use of the pond upon completion of 
the works. There are some ducklings on site, we are monitoring these closely 
and the works is being operated sensitively to take into account the welfare 
of the ducklings. We are maintaining natural fresh bathing water areas for 
the ducklings. However it is important to highlight that the ducks and 
ducklings are choosing to take full advantage of the natural mud lined areas 
for new sources of food. Furthermore the work has significantly reduced a 
problematic rat population, which reduced the risk of rats presented to the 
ducklings and eggs. 
 

Q: What about nesting birds? 
A: Before the works commence a bird watch was carried out to ensure no 
interference will take place to nesting birds within the tree canopy. 
 

Q: Why this time of year? 
A: This is a good time of the year to carry out the works for many reasons. 
The main reasons for this time of the year is that most vegetation is in early 
growth and will have the summer months to flourish and establish new 
growth. Desilting in the summer months is often a cleaner operation due to 
the drier ground, however the smells associated with such works is not 
attractive and the risk to the wildlife is increased. 
 

Q: When can we go around the pond after the works? 
A: Within a few weeks of the works completion the safety fencing will be 
removed. This will remain in place for a few weeks after the pond has been 
re-filled to give the re-seeded grass a chance to grow. 
 

Q: How do I contact you for more information? 
A: Murlac will have a presence on site all the time throughout the works and 
we are more than happy to answer any questions face to face. However you 
can call us on 0121 313 1008 and ask to speak to someone about the works, 
or send us an email to info@murlac.com Please use ‘Meriden Pond’ in the 
subject line.  


