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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING MEETING 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on 24 July 2019 at 18:30 at the Pavilion, Meriden Sports Park  

  

Present: Mrs M Lee (ML), Cllr R Weaver (RW), Mr G Russell (GR), Cllr D Bell (DB), Mr M 

Barlow (MBlw), Mrs S Edwards (SE), Mr J Edwards (JE), Mr L Edwards (LE) and Mr N Pearce 

(NP) 

  

1. Welcome & Apologies  

ML welcomed members of the group and accepted apologies from Ms Joanne Wort (JW). 

  

2. Minutes of 17-04-19 

Minutes were approved. 

 

2.1 Matters arising & actions 

Covered in agenda items below. 

 

3. Locality funding – Ecological Report sent to Steering Group 

Receipt acknowledged and referred to in agenda item 4. 

 

4. Pre-submission draft NDP v12 and LGS assessments – for approval by Steering 

Group 

 

Pre-submission draft NDP v12: 

 

MB noted that the draft NDP is dated 2011 to 2028 and given we’re some way from that, 

Berkswell and Balsall Common NDPs dated theirs 2018-2033.  NP agreed as other plans 

he has put through follow the plan period of the local adopted plan. MB explained that two 

public examiners who reviewed Berkswell, Balsall Common and Knowle NDPs didn’t 

question their 2018-2033 period. 

 

NP left his comments in red made on a printout of draft NDP v12 and stated that he would 

like to discuss two things: 

 

1) Village Boundary map recognises that SMBC is proposing allocation of site 10 in their 

plan. As it might get chucked out or reduced, avoid the situation where the whole of the site 

is included in the boundary map.  His suggestion is to recognise it but draw the map shy of 

site 10. RW commented that the Ecological Report demonstrates there are areas of interest 

on site 10 so not all the site can be used. 

 

MB in reference to rural exception site, this does not include the Birmingham Road garage 

site, but site 10 itself.  RW suggested the Ecological Report excerpts be added into the draft 



 
 

Clerk: Barbara Bland 55 James Dawson Drive, Millison’s Wood, Coventry, CV5 9QJ  
T: 01676 522474   M: 07767 162423   E: barbarablandmpc@btconnect.com 

www.meridenparishcouncil.org.uk  
 

P
ag

e2
 

NDP.  MB stated that one developer said to SMBC that their ‘call for site’ has no ecological 

impact as does site 10. The developer is proposing 100 houses on Berkswell Road. 

 

The Ecological Report was discussed further as it stated that site 10 is a potential local 

wildlife site (LWS) and NP stated that an NDP can designate a LWS so Meriden PC would 

have the power to do so but only for legitimate reasons. MB remarked that there is a 

process for allocating a site through the HBA Partnership and he wasn’t sure if a parish 

council could do so, possibly as a local green space allocation but with a strong argument 

for it.  RW asked if site 10 butted up to North Warwickshire Council which MB confirmed. 

RW remarked that the Maxstoke Lane steps belong to North Warwickshire but they don’t 

maintain it.  

 

NP asked, do you want to take site 10 out but keep it in but outside the boundary? DB 

stated the SMBC local plan wouldn’t likely be ready before Christmas so it was premature 

to say if it will stay in the local plan. 

 

Action: NP and MB will check if a PC can designate a LWS. ML instructed NP to 

redraw the boundary map leaving site 10 outside the boundary. 

 

2) NP wanted to point out that the Designated Community Assets aren’t mapped in the draft 

NDP and if you don’t want to include maps, add the addresses to the NDP which will help 

the examiner in locating them. 

 

Action:  ML and RW agreed to add the addresses and not map them.  

 

ML asked if the group agreed to incorporate Neil’s comments and amendments, which they 

did. 

 

Other comments were received on the draft NDP. JE stated that Heart of England Club 

should be removed, SE added that it states it is the heart of the village and commented that 

it isn’t. SE also stated that the Meriden Hall photo doesn’t include the new extension. ML 

asked which pages they were referring to and then when checked remarked that these 

were excerpts from the Parish Design Statement published in 2011, so cannot be 

amended. JE also commented that the reference to the Birmingham Velo should be 

excluded as it caused too much disruption to the community and was badly organised. ML 

said that it just stated a fact that the Velo goes through Meriden. GR stated that it isn’t the 

NDP’s remit to judge on events organised by external companies. GR queried Figure 5 that 

not all houses were included in the boundary which ML replied because they are in the 

Green Belt so excluded.  MB referred to JW’s comments re the Village Boundary map and 

that as there was no existing Village Boundary one could include houses in the Green Belt 

or leave them out but state that national and Green Belt policies would need to apply.  NP 

and MB agreed that the Village Boundary map should stay as it is i.e. excluding houses in 

the Green Belt. 



 
 

Clerk: Barbara Bland 55 James Dawson Drive, Millison’s Wood, Coventry, CV5 9QJ  
T: 01676 522474   M: 07767 162423   E: barbarablandmpc@btconnect.com 

www.meridenparishcouncil.org.uk  
 

P
ag

e3
 

LGS Assessments – see agenda item 5 below. 

  

5. Regulation 14 consultation – checklist and next steps 

 

The steering group went through the checklist as follows: 

 

 Final sign off of the NDP policies and supporting text by Steering Group and 

Qualifying Body (Parish Council) - Agreed 

 Final sign off of the maps and diagrams by Steering Group and Qualifying Body 

(Parish Council) - Agreed 

 Finalise site assessments evidence base - Agreed 

 Write to landowners of potential site allocations (including LGS designations) – Done 

with signed for receipts 

 Produce an Executive Summary of the plan (optional) 

 Agree final print format with graphics etc. – Agreed to use the current format 

 Agree contact details (e.g. email address, postal address and telephone number) for 

responses to be submitted and queries – all through the Clerk 

 Produce comments form for respondents (electronic and paper copies) (optional) – 

Agreed to be done with NP’s template 

 Upload NDP and all supporting documents (e.g. site assessments) to website – ML 

to organise 

 Draft covering letter/email to go with NDP (optional) – Agreed and NP advised to 

use the press advertisement wording 

 Write and arrange press advertisement (check lead in times) – ML to organise with 

Solihull Observer 

 Pre-consultation launch e.g. open day, leaflet drop, social media (optional) – Agreed 

it will go on Facebook, Meriden Mag, website  

 Agree quantum of printed copies and where they will be held locally – Agreed one 

paper copy of all documents to go on display at Meriden Library and the 

Sports Pavilion 

 Agree statutory consultation list with LPA (to include):  

o Neighbouring parishes/LPA’s (including adjoining authorities) 
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o Statutory and Non-Statutory bodies 

o Amenity bodies 

o Residents 

o Businesses 

o District and County Councillors (including adjoining councillors) 

o The steering group went through the list of consultees supplied by SMBC and 

agreed which ones to consult with. 

6. Any other business 

NP reminded the group that there is a question of managing expectation in responding to 

individuals so make sure it is stated in correspondence, publicity materials and comment form 

that they will not get a personal response. 

 

MB advised to keep a list of all consultees written to and send to SMBC. 

 

7. Date of next meeting 
Wednesday 25 September at 6.30pm in the Sports Pavilion. 


