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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING MEETING  

Held on 14 March 2018 at 18:30 at the Pavilion, Meriden Sports Park  

  

Present: Cllr M Lee (ML), Cllr R Weaver (RW), Mr G Russell (GR), Mr L Edwards (LE) and 

Mrs S Sharland (SS) 

  

 1. Welcome & Apologies  

ML welcomed members of the group and accepted apologies from Cllr P Lee (PL), Mrs B 

Bland (BB), Mr & Mrs Edwards (SE, JE), Cllr Bell (DB) and Mr N Pearce (NP). 

  

2. Minutes of 15-02-18 

Minutes were approved. 

 

2.1 Matters arising & actions 

No, covered in the agenda. 

 

3. Pre-submission draft plan V8 – progress update 

The group went through the actions from February’s meeting.  Updates feature in red as 
follows:- 

 Get list of all planning commitments from SMBC officer Maurice Barlow and include. 
NP has included a table in the draft plan for SMBC to complete – housing granted 
since 2011; Action RW/ML to meet with Maurice Barlow. 

 

 Housing Needs Survey – SMBC say they cannot help.  ML has received a quote of 
£3080 from Warwickshire Rural District Council for housing needs survey based on 
30% return rate.  RW advised owner of H2L Lettings Agency will contribute to the 
cost of the survey and the organisation’s logo will be shown on it.  A funding 
application to be put in for end of March for this purpose too.  Action ML/RW to 
meet to register expression of interest and complete another Locality Bid.  
Completed - awaiting Locality decision on a Housing Needs Assessment which 
is part of the technical support that RW and ML applied for. ML to send the 
group Locality’s methodology for the assessment. Housing Needs Survey can 
be applied for from April 2018 which RW and ML will do. RW to let H2L know 
that we are awaiting the next funding. 

 

 NP advised that there is no housing allocation mix that SMBC has covered in 
Local Plan Development.  A housing mix policy cannot be applied to one site.  
GR asked how this fitted with 150 dwelling mix?  NP replied that a view would 
be taken if larger than quantum and then apply it to a housing mix policy.  BB 
asked how this fitted with the knowledge received that part of the Meriden site is 
going to be McCarthy & Stone retirement apartments.  NP replied that all we can go 
with is what is in the Local Plan and pre-empt it.  Logic would suggest a meeting be 
arranged with SMBC.  Action ML/RW/BB to arrange meeting with SMBC.  
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 NP further advised that we cannot place any influence in the Neighbourhood Plan if 
SMBC deem the site to be of “strategic allocation”; and if the current allocation of 50 
dwellings increases to 150 there is nothing we can do to influence or reverse decision. 
RW advised that we can influence with a housing needs survey and this needs to be 
done sooner rather than later now.  Action NP to revisit housing mix and review. 
 

 NP stated any additional housing would need to reflect local housing mix based on 
documented evidence.  Action NP “Influence if not categoric” will be put in as 
part of H1 page 18 V.8 pre-submission document as a new policy.   

 

 NP advised that he had removed some of the photos due to poor quality and sizing.  
NP to provide a list with “add photo of………” linked to policies and sections.  Action 
NP to provide group with list. 

 

 SS to forward the tree survey to NP which she is currently tidying up and checking. 
Currently a work in progress and difficult to judge a point at which to stop.  The 
mapping is more difficult.  SS has had contact with Adam Noon regarding the Witch 
Elms and identifying other plants elsewhere.  SS asked if it was sufficient to rely on 
self-seeding if wanting to protect general areas and should we consider planting 
elsewhere.  SS has contacted Woodland Trust but they are only interested in what 
they have.  NP suggested trying to map exactly where the trees are which will become 
easier when they flower.  Action SS to concentrate on completing tree survey and 
forget the mapping; NP to lift table and include in pre-submission document v.9.  
Photographs to be taken of old trees in the Parish namely the Sequoia, Cedar 
and Oak (although it is thought the tree line of Oaks no longer exist). Sarah to 
action in April. 

 

 Local Character – NP advised there were two ways to do this; use the Parish Design 
Statement and use policies within the NP document to refer to it and incorporate new 
policies.  Use the Visual Design Statement as an appendix. 

 

 Local Green Spaces – an assessment is needed on the spaces identified and maps.  
NP produced 3 A3 maps which ML has originals; starting point would be to obtain 
copies of maps and start shading in green spaces.  NP will then get these digitally 
enhanced for NP document.  RW advised more funding to be factored into Locality Bid 
for this purpose.  There is a requirement for a Risk Assessment for Local Green Space 
designation.  NP advised that Policy LC4 of pre-submission v.8 has criteria for 
“significant and important” to local community; how do we want to add? Do we use 
local use and functions? 
NP stated that we need to produce maps and lists for LC1 – Assets (currently 18) and 
LC4 – Green Spaces (currently 13).  ML has blank maps of village; start to shade 
maps as per LC4 list.  Action BB to start mapping exercise and obtain copies from 
ML.  The group went through BB’s mapping exercise and made the following 
comments:  SS suggested Meriden Hill is highlighted in green to protect the 
wych elms and the rare butterflies. GR stated that both the archery grounds 
need to be included and the North Warwickshire Golf Club as it was given to 
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them by Packington Estate. An area was outlined in green in Millison’s Wood 
and SS suggested it should be filled in although under private ownership and 
add it to Neil’s green spaces assessment list. ML and RW to speak to Maurice 
Barlow to obtain a better map that takes account of all the suggestions. 
 

NP stated that all designated green space land will need the landowners contacted 
explaining that their land is the object of designated green space within the 
Neighbourhood Plan.  The map to be tied in with photographs of designated green 
spaces.  SS to use the same principle to map trees. NP advised that with the parish 
council OS licence, Maurice Barlow has authority to provide electronic maps on 
request. 
 

 Farm Diversification Policy is being drafted by NP. 
 

 Natural Environment – parish council to show valued landscape on a map and include 
good quality photographs. 
 

 Community Assets – review list and include unregistered land search; if no 
ownership is known then post notices “Site Notice” that the land is designated green 
space will suffice.  Action Guidance regarding listed buildings to be sourced by 
ML with English Heritage.  Fields in Trust to be pursued by BB with all 
registered sites achieving 10-15 years protection. 

 

 NP to add a policy on adverts. 
 

 ML asked how we put the Parish Design Statement into the Plan.  NP suggested 1) 
append it to the plan itself, 2) copy and paste design principles/guidance in the relevant 
sections or 3) indicate in relevant sections it is ‘in line with or contrary to the Design 
Statement’. Action PDS and VDS documents to be put into a Word document and 
not PDF. ML to contact Iain Roxburgh for the original word versions. 

 

4. Locality Bid update 
See notes above 

 

5. Any other business 
RW gave an update on Meriden Pool. SMBC will be funding Phase 1 of the restoration 
work. MPC will put a bid in for Phase 2. The walls will be re-done, landscaping around the 
pool and a path all the way around it will be done too. The silt is good quality and the farmer 
is happy for it to be put on his field. Any fish will be put in tanks kept on site. Waterfowl 
hopefully will remain, but some may choose to leave. Photos need to be taken this 
weekend as the heras fencing will be going up next week. MPC are awaiting a detailed 
schedule of works. 
 

6. Date of next meeting    
The date of the next meeting is Wednesday 25 April 2018 at 6.30pm.  Venue: The Pavilion, 
Meriden Sports Park. Subsequently cancelled due to several apologies. So next meeting is 
Wednesday 16 May 2018.  Apologies received from ML, PL and DB. 
 


