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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING MEETING 
Held on 15 September 2016 at 19.15 at The Pavilion, Meriden Sports Park 

 
Present: Cllr R Weaver (RW), Cllr M Lee (ML), Cllr P Lee (PL), Mr G Russell (GR), Mrs S 
Edwards (SE), Mr N Pearce (NP), Mrs B Bland (BB) 
 
1.Welcome & Apologies 
ML welcomed members of the group.  SE gave JE and LE’s apologies. Apology received 
from Simon Harrison who is on leave. 
 
2. Minutes of 28-07-16 
The minutes of the last meeting were accepted and approved as read by all. 
 

2.1 Matters Arising & Actions 

• Feature in the agenda 
 

3. Membership/Avon Planning Support/Hannah Robson 
No new members.   

ML asked planning consultant NP for an update. NP stated we can influence what SMBC 
choose from the call for sites. NP advised that he had conducted his independent technical 
assessments of Solihull’s Call for Sites of which possibly 4 or 5 sites could be considered 
suitable for development (one being outside the call for sites). His recommendation for any 
site would be 25 houses per hectare but some authorities are trying for 30 to 40 sites per 
hectare but in rural locations the maximum should be 30.  

PJ asked if we could influence the type of housing e.g. bungalows identified as a need for 
the older population.  NP said that yes we can have policies within our Neighbourhood Plan 
to choose the type of dwellings (housing mix based on survey results). We can influence mix 
and design. 

NP said that we should look for natural infilling, not intruding sites – squaring off discreet sites 
which in planning terms is the best solution. 

GR questioned the school’s capacity for any new development. NP stated that any site will 
put pressure on any school so developers have to contribute commensurate with the size of 
the development.  However, if the EA says they’re okay, not much we can do. 

RW asked the school if they would like to put on a public display on the call for sites but 
they’ve said no.  RW mentioned that some residents she knows living on Fillongley Road are 
up in arms about houses going up behind them. 

ML asked what format the public display should be on Saturday 24 September at Village Hall. 

NP stated that Saturday’s meeting was to gauge from the public where they feel development 
in the village should be; if SMBC wish to allocate sites in Meriden then the public views should 
be used to influence SMBC’s decision. 
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Plot the sites on a big plan and give the public coloured pins, two green pins for those they 
think are okay for development and two red pins for those they think shouldn’t be developed. 

Highlight it’s IF SMBC choose to allocate sites in Meriden then they will dictate to us if we do 
nothing. 

RW requested background and briefing notes for the public.  NP said he would supply this. 

RW stated that she had requested a meeting with Gary Palmer before Saturday’s public 
meeting but had heard nothing. NP suggested write again and let them know what is 
happening and invite them to come along to Saturday’s public meeting where we’ll be 
conducting an opinion poll – two good, two bad sites, etc – and that you’ll follow up with the 
results and views on the call for sites. 

RW pointed out that parking is at a premium in the village and can this be built into NP’s 
technical assessments as some sites are almost 1km to shops and primary school. NP stated 
he has seen the furthest away sites in other areas granted planning permission.  The public 
will always use their cars. 
 
4. Questionnaire, Survey Monkey & Website 
ML asked what the next step for the draft survey results is.  NP advised to share it with 
attendees of this working group and if we’re happy with it, it can then be published and 
used as part of our case to SMBC along with the public display results and then publish it 
on our website. 
 
Next will be the business survey and Simon Purfield has supplied Stratford’s to RW as an 
example. 
 
5. Task & Finish Sub-Groups Updates 
Not discussed 
 
6. Funding Update 
Deferred to next meeting. 
 
7. Any Other Business 
SE asked what will next happen with Pertemps’ planning application. NP suggested we ask 
Gary Palmer what will be the next day for decisions. Planning inspectorate has said that if 
they decide to go down the car park development route this will rescind the extension plans 
and vice versa. 
 
8. Date of next meeting  
The next meeting will be held on 20th October 2016. 
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