Meriden Parish Council

The Centre of England

Mr D Wigfield – Team Leader
Enforcement, Monitoring, Compliance
Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council
Council House
Manor Street
Solihull B91 3QB

20th November 2018

Dear Mr Wigfield
PLANNING APPLICATION PL/2018/02524/MWMAJ
RESPONSE TARMAC RE: OBJECTION FROM MERIDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Further to Meriden Parish Council’s objection dated 15th October 2018, meeting with
Mr Nick Atkins on 23rd October 2018 and subsequent Tarmac response dated 23rd
October 2018, we further comment as follows. The red highlighted text is in response
to Tarmac’s answers:Following discussions with the County Archaeologist, a scheme of predetermination archaeological investigations has been agreed and is currently being
undertaken.
Agreed. A copy of the report to be sent to the parish council.
1)

Tarmac do hold a water abstraction licence as required under the
Environmental Permitting Regulations, but this is for consumptive uses including
washing and concrete manufacture. Until the new quarry dewatering regulations came
in to force earlier this year, dewatering of quarries was an exempt activity for which no
licence was required. Going forwards, quarries will require either a water transfer
licence or full licence depending on the individual circumstances and this will form part
of a formal application either at the outset or within the transitional period post
determination of the planning application. I note that the Environment Agency have
already considered the application as statutory consultee and have raised no
objections.
Agreed.
2)

I can confirm that the bunds identified for visual and acoustic protection will be
constructed using on site top and sub soils only. The western boundary will be
protected by an acoustic fence rather than a bund due to the proximity to existing
overhead power cables. There is no requirement for any importation of soils to provide
screening or acoustic attenuation and as such no permit will be required. Conditions
can be imposed to this effect in the event of a positive outcome to this application.
Condition to agree that the bund be constructed using on-site top and sub soils only
from on site with internal transport movements only; i.e. no importation of materials
from out-sourced sites including Area G.
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3)
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NRS understand the concerns of the Parish Council and are currently
considering options to replace the existing conveyor arrangement. In the event that
they decide to convey the mineral back to the plant site by alternative means (dump
truck) they will need to consider whether a formal variation to the existing permission
will be required.
Condition to ensure that an application be made for any variation to the existing
permission is a requirement.
4)

Pre-supposing a positive outcome to this application, planning conditions can
be imposed both in terms of total volume and timeframe to adequately control this
point.
Condition to impose a volume limit and timeframe not to exceed the 18 months as
specified.
5)

Irrespective of the operator, any operation must comply with the conditions
imposed on any Licence or Permit to operate and it is for the issuing authority to ensure
compliance.
As SMBC are the issuing Authority, what measures are in place to ensure and monitor
compliance? This point should be imposed as a condition to ensure compliance.
6)

The existing wheelwash will remain on site and transfer to NRS.
Condition to ensure existing wheelwash is fit for purpose for the duration of the
operating licence; should the existing wheelwash not be adequate a replacement be
sourced, installed and operational for the duration of the licence/permit.
7)

Pre-supposing a positive outcome to this application, I would anticipate the
planning conditions can adequately control this point.
Condition ensuring compliance for the deployment of a road sweeper for on-site and
highway cleansing daily.
8)

Pre-supposing a positive outcome to this application, I would anticipate the
planning conditions can adequately control this point.
Condition setting out that any new operator adheres to the current S106 agreement
for the financial contribution to highways maintenance paid to SMBC and this transfers
automatically to any future operator of the site.
9)

The application does not provide for any processing plant to be located within
the Banana Field and planning conditions can adequately control this point. Whilst
NRS has indicated a future intention to replace the existing quarry processing plant
within the existing plant site area, this is outside of the red line boundary of this
application site and NRS will need to consider whether their intentions can be
completed under the General Permitted Development Order or whether a variation to
the previous permission will be required.
Agreed in principle with a condition clearly setting out no provision of processing plant
including “mobile plant”.
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10)
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I am not sure I understand the conflict that the Parish Council are referring to.
In summary, on site soils will be placed in bunds around the site, with the exception of
the western boundary which is constrained by overhead power lines. A 3m acoustic
fence is proposed in this location to protect the amenity of the neighbouring property.
Pre-supposing a positive outcome to this application, I would anticipate the planning
conditions can adequately control this point.
Condition to ensure protection of amenity; maintenance is carried out to remove
detritus caught within fence lines with monthly checks for damage and repair.
11)

12)
This application is not seeking an increase in traffic movements over and above
the existing traffic movements associated with the quarry and as such will have no
adverse impact on the existing traffic volumes. I accept the Parish Council’s concern
that the site has not operated at full capacity in the past, however this is market driven
and previous applications that have impacted on vehicle numbers have always
considered the anticipated worst case scenario.
Clarification requested on current volumes of traffic. A condition to ensure volumes
remain the same with no higher maximum inputs to site. Good practice to show
minimum and maximum volumes with a mean determined to restrict any future
increase.
13)
Pre-supposing a positive outcome to this application, I would anticipate the
planning conditions can adequately control this point.
Condition to ensure noise, dust, air and light pollution management plans are adopted
and monitored within the site licence/permit/enforcement framework.
14)
Operating Hours
Condition setting out no change to current operating hours for the duration of the
operation.
I trust the above comments may be logged with previous opposition correspondence.
May we ask if SMBC operate the regulation that came into force on 6th April 2014 to
provide for payment of a fee to Mineral and Waste Planning Authorities in England for
the monitoring of Mineral and Landfill Waste permissions? Clarification is still required
on items 6), 12) and closing paragraph and therefore our objection status remains.
Inappropriate development in greenbelt is also noted.
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Yours sincerely
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