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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING MEETING 
Held on 27 April 2017 at 19.15 at The Pavilion, Meriden Sports Park 

 
Present: Cllr M Lee (ML), Cllr R Weaver (RW), Cllr P Lee (PL), Mrs S Edwards (SE), Mr L 
Edwards (LE), Mr G Russell (GR), Mr N Pearce (NP) 
 
1. Welcome & Apologies 
ML welcomed members of the group.  Apologies received from Mrs B Bland (BB), Mr J 
Edwards (JE). 
 
2. Minutes of 16-03-17 
The minutes of the last meeting were accepted and approved as read by all. 
 

2.1 Matters Arising & Actions 

• Item 6 - NP remarked that conservation area boundaries will not be covered by the 
Neighbourhood Plan as it is a district function not a parish function.  He recommended 
we write to SMBC to ask when was it designated, when is it due for another review, 
put it on the radar, put pressure on and tee it up in the Neighbourhood Plan as ‘this 
plan supports a future review’. 

• Item 6 - GR remarked that opposite his house there is a milestone and does it feature 
in the community asset register.  PL confirmed that it is as well as the Millison’s Wood 
milestone. 

• Other items feature in the agenda. 
 

3. Membership/Avon Planning Support 
No change to membership. NP in attendance for planning support. 
 
At RW’s request, the meeting turned to the Annual Parish Assembly due to take 
place on 22 May. 
At this point, ML stated she had omitted RW’s AOB point raised at March’s meeting 
covering the Parish Assembly.  ML to amend March 2017 minutes. 
 
RW explained that at the WALC annual training day there was a workshop on how to 
conduct Annual Parish Assemblies. It is recommended to get the community involved and it 
would be good for the Neighbourhood Plan to get their views.  Give groups 3 to 5 minutes 
to talk and with the new houses in Meriden perhaps new people will be interested.  She 
stated the Assembly, by law, needs to be done between end of March to beginning of June 
(3rd) and it cannot be held during the day or on a weekend.  RW showed the group the 
parish council’s community engagement strategy and there is an appendix to highlight the 
demographics of the parish.  ML asked LW to resend his demographic report.  LE 
confirmed he worked through it with RW and will resend. 
 
RW handed out invites for community groups to attend the Assembly and requested 
members of this group to hand deliver them.  RW to supply a list of what she handed out at 
this meeting. 
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5. Business Survey 
ML explained that the Business Survey had been reviewed by the group with the action to 
reduce it to 8 pages from 10.  NP suggested that it should be sent to Simon Purfield to do a 
health check on it and put his professional slant on it.  ML to send to Simon and get a quote 
for the work on the Business Survey to put forward in the funding bid. 
 
6. Task & Finish Sub-Groups Updates 
The group discussed the community asset register sub-group and NP suggested a lot could 
be covered in the Neighbourhood Plan as opposed to the register.  He explained that a 
seller of an identified asset is under no obligation to sell it to the parish council but having a 
policy that says an asset will continue for the community is more powerful in the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

GR remarked that Meriden Surgery/Old School House, Meriden Village Hall and Meriden 
Scout Hut are not all on the same ground – there are different owners – Car Park and 
Surgery/House belong to Packington Estate, Scout Hut to the Scouts, Village Hall to the 
Village Hall Management Committee, etc. NP commented that who owns it is irrelevant and 
if your policy says keep it but if not viable move it to a better location. GR suggested we 
identify the car park as it is used by the community a lot and all the groups contribute to its 
maintenance.  NP stated in that fact it is important to keep it and say so in your policy. 

The Transport sub-group was discussed.  ML asked RW to explain the formal review taking 
place with SMBC for our ward action plan over parking restrictions, parking offences and 
lorry traffic. RW confirmed that this formal review will go to cabinet but it is a massive task. 
Berkswell Parish Council have used a company to review for them and we will contact their 
clerk for details and estimated cost.  RW asked NP if this cost could be picked up in the 
Locality bid. NP suggested to keep it specifically vague as it’s aspirational not a policy and 
not land based. Speeding is an enforcement issue.  He also suggested it could be a case 
for using our CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) monies. 

7. Funding Update 
ML and RW to look at the bid application. 
 
8. Any Other Business 
GR asked why the Business Survey is always on the agenda. ML explained that resource is 
limited.  Delivery method was discussed. NP suggested we ask Simon Purfield about best 
delivery methods. PL asked what is the likely response rate.  NP said it would be greater than 
resident survey and hand delivery would be recommended for some of the businesses. 
 
RW asked for a quote from NP to put into the Locality Bid around policies. NP to give a 
suggested framework  e.g. topics headings, etc. 
 
8. Date of next meeting  
The next meeting will be held on 18 May 2017. 
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