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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING MEETING 
Held on 23 June 2016 at 19.15 at The Pavilion, Meriden Sports Park 

 
Present: Cllr R Weaver (RW), Cllr M Lee (ML), Cllr P Lee (PL), Cllr D Bell (DAB), Mr 
G Russell (GR), Mr N Pearce (NP) and Ms H Robson (HR) 
 
1.Welcome & Apologies 
ML welcomed members of the group.  Apologies were received and accepted from 
Mrs J Russell (JR), Mrs S Edwards (SE), Mr J Edwards (JE), Mr L Edwards (LE) and 
Mrs B Bland (BB) 
 
2. Minutes of 26-05-16 
The minutes of the last meeting were accepted and approved as read by all. 
 

2.1 Matters Arising & Actions 

 Covered in the agenda 
 

3. Membership/Avon Planning Support/Hannah Robson 
Membership is still the same.  Neil Pearce (NP) from Avon Planning and Hannah 
Robson (HR) were in attendance.   
 
NP opened with a request for an update on the group’s engagement with the 
community.  
  
ML and RW summed up activity ranging from attendance at community events such 
as the school fayres, Funday Sundays, summer sports camps and a special Heart of 
England school assembly.  Currently the questionnaire has delivered a 22.6% return 
which NP said was good as 20-25% is considered a good return rate.  NP advised 
the group to capture all engagement activities because we will be asked for a 
‘consultation statement’.  Need to capture dates, posters, web, Facebook, Meriden 
Mag activity. 
 
NP also recommended we keep informed the adults and young people that gave 
their contact details when they filled out the ‘3 things’ survey. 
 
HR reported on the 15 sites that RW and BB had highlighted as priority.  
Spreadsheet of sites circulated with each one allocated either as a local green space 
(LGS) or Community Right to Buy (CRTB).  She stated that protecting mature trees 
and hedgerows can be picked out in the plan demonstrating our natural and social 
heritage.   PL asked if the bluebell wood in Millison’s Wood is protected.  NP wasn’t 
sure but thought it could be a ‘sight of special scientific interest’ – a triple SI. HR 
commented that the hedgerow was quite impressive and we should identify others 
on the spreadsheet such as land on the corner of Fillongley Road, hedgerow along 
Berkswell Road and the stand of Oaks. 
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ML mentioned that local historian Doreen Agutter was looking at the full list to add all 
historical data.  NP stated this could be used in a Designated Heritage Assets Policy 
including locally important assets and buildings which all must respect. 
 
HR was willing to look at other assets on the full list.  The group will identify these 
and send to her. 
 
The group was happy with the local green spaces (LGS) to go into the plan, in 
particular as (B) Oddfellow Allotment, Leys Lane, is in the ‘call for sites’. 
 
DAB commented that Solihull Council will be taking on board the submission of ‘call 
for sites’ and that their consultants would be assessing each site. 
 
NP commented that the Oddfellow site is well used so would be low priority for 
SMBC to include in their Local Plan. NP suggested that we do the technical 
assessment of the 12 ‘call for sites’ which he can do for us so that it is independent. 
 
RW asked if we could include the parking issues.  NP said although not land based, 
it could still be included as a policy in the plan suggesting a community space for car 
parking. 
 
4. Questionnaire, Survey Monkey & Website 
Covered above e.g. 22.1% return rate so far. 
 
5. Task & Finish Sub-Groups Updates 
These will be identified from the survey results. 
 
6. Funding Update 
NP advised that we have 27 hours on account of which he would use 14 hours to do 
the technical assessment on the ‘call for sites’ including LGS and CRTB sites. We 
could then inform Solihull Council this is what we are doing as part of our 
Neighbourhood Plan. The group agreed in principle with this. 
 
7. Any Other Business 
ML referred to a Facebook comment on completing the Neighbourhood Survey 
which said “What is the point?” and asked all for suggestions on how to respond. 
 
NP suggested: “Giving up is not what we’re here to do.  We might not get everything 
we want but it will make a difference if we do this.” 
 
8. Date of next meeting  
The next meeting will be held on 28th July 2016. The meeting closed at 20:28. 
  


