
 
 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING MEETING 19-05-15 
Minutes 

 

Present:  Rosie Weaver (Chair), Mel Lee, Paul Lee, Jon Barber, Gerry Russell, Lewis Edwards 

and Barbara Bland 

1. Welcome & Apologies 

Apologies received from Becky Billingsley 

2. Minutes of 21-04-15 

Approved 

2.1 Matters Arising & Actions 

Mel Lee to source publications as per flip chart list provided by Neil Pearce – ML advised this is 

ongoing. 

Neil Pearce to circulate presentation and guidance notes – Done, RW circulated to all and will 

send a copy to Gerry Russell. 

Barbara Bland to collect Land Registry Maps from Cllr Lynch-Smith – BB advised that an email 

request has been sent to Cllr Lynch-Smith. 

Rosie Weaver to carry out skills audit of membership – see item 5. 

All – thoughts to be given to Task & Finish Groups and Leads – see item 6. 

All – consider logo/strapline/identity – Lewis Edwards 

brought 14 possible straplines for the group to consider.   

A short list of six was agreed upon: 

• Protecting our history, planning our future 

• Your neighbourhood, your future 

• Our choice, our community 

• Keeping the neighbourhood yours 

• Making the most of our community 

• Your neighbourhood, your plan, your future 

All – What do we want to achieve?  - See item 4. 

All – Mood Cards – See item 4. 

All bring a friend to next meeting – RW invited Gerry Russell 

to attend 

All – Picnic in the Park – opportunity for community engagement – ML agreed to do this as well as 

Sunday Funday on 7 June on the Green. 

3. Terms of Reference 



 
Rosie Weaver to write Terms of Reference – Done, copies circulated at meeting. RW to email to 

all for approval at next meeting. 

4. Increasing & Review of Membership 

RW announced that Steve Wake has stood down as Community Engagement Lead and due to 

personal reasons will not be able to attend group meetings.  He did advise that he would like to be 

kept abreast of progress so all minutes will be sent to him. 

Attendance at Funday Sunday and Family Picnic in the Park would hopefully increase 

membership/interest in the Neighbourhood Plan. 

BB suggested approaching the community police, drop the shops and business parks.  RW 

suggested a letter, as it is in the Meriden Mag.  BB will look at face to face approaches end of 

June/July time. 

Gerry Russell asked how we should engage with businesses.  Are we targeting chief executives or 

HR personnel, etc.  Who should we target?  RW agreed this was a good point and suggested 

future meetings should be themed so that businesses could choose which meeting to attend rather 

than all of them. 

Jon Barber will speak to the new Fish & Shop owner who seems keen to get involved in the 

community. 

Paul Lee stated that we need to engage more with the public; having the display at Funday 

Sunday/Picnic in the Park probably isn’t enough to attract interest. 

The group agreed that the six shortlisted straplines could be used and everyone who approaches 

the stand could be asked to place a star on their favourite strapline or come up with their own. 

Actions: 

PL to produce the straplines in speech bubbles, an A4 sheet for each one.  ML to write an 

introduction along the lines of ‘which one would attract your interest’ as suggested by GR. 

RW to attend Cameo’s meeting on Friday and ask them to place their stars. 

RW and JB to attend the Scouts next meeting on 2 June at 7pm for their star sticking exercise. 

BB to purchase sticky stars and laminate bubbles for display board. 

ML to replicate form from School Fayre to take to Funday Sunday and Picnic in the Park – Three 

Things (a mood card of sorts) 

5. Skills Audit 

Rosie Weaver to carry out skills audit of membership – RW has emailed Skills Audit spreadsheet 

for all to complete, none returned so far. RW to send to Gerry Russell. 

6. Task & Finish Sub-Groups 

• Community Engagement/Involvement 

• Traffic/Highway/Parking/Speeding 

• Housing/Planning & Available Land 



 
• Development impacting Meriden Parish (MSA/Airport/HS2/proposed A45 Housing/Garden 

City) 

• Conservation/History of Parish/Protection 

• Background Parish Dynamics (Census of resident numbers/geographical 

locations/age/ethnicity) 

All agreed that these were good topics to feature in the Neighbourhood Plan. 

7. Way forward for Meriden Parish 

RW confirmed that the work already done for the Parish Plan and Visual Design Statement is the 

start point and the above Task & Finish sub-groups are enough to get on with. 

8. Funding 

RW confirmed that she is working with Becky Billingsley on the application for a Neighbourhood 

Community Fund and BB will help with background information. RW also noted that a budget will 

be allocated to Meriden Parish Council’s budget spreadsheet for the work that will be needed. 

9. Change of 2015 meeting dates 

Tuesday meeting dates clash with the 20:20 cricket fixtures.  JB has checked the bookings and 

Thursday is better.  The third Thursday in the month was agreed by all. 

10. Email Addresses & Permissions to use/share 

RW asked if everyone was in agreement for the group to use and share email addresses.  All 

agreed and Lewis Edwards will check with John and Sue Edwards that it’s okay with them. 

11. Date of next meeting 

Dates for the rest of 2015 are on the following Thursdays: 

18 June 2015 
23 July 2015 
20 August 2015 
17 September 2015 
22 October 2015 
19 November 2015 
17 December 2015 
 
All starting at 7pm at the Sports Pavilion. 
 
 
 
 
Signed____________________________________________Dated_____________ 


