Meriden Parish Council

The Centre of England

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 22nd October 2018
Venue: Pavilion, Meriden Sports Park at 7.30 p.m.
Present:
Cllr R Weaver RW Chair
Cllr J Barber JB
Cllr F Lynch-Smith
Cllr R Kipling RK
Mrs B Bland BB
Clerk
In attendance: Cllr K Allsopp and 3 Members of the Public.
1.
Welcome & Apologies
Apologies received from Cllr Nunn (extended leave of absence due to ill health), Cllr
M Lee and Cllr P Lee due to prior commitment. No apologies received from Cllr Haque
which will be recorded as non-attendance.
IT WAS RESOLVED Members accepted apologies from Cllrs Nunn, M. Lee, P. Lee
and noted Cllr Haque’s non-attendance.
2.
Public Participation
RW introduced invited Guest: Mr Paul Tovey, Group Leader, Sustainable Travel &
Highway Management, Solihull MBC, saying how appreciative the parish council are
for his time to address the many concerns parents have regarding the new school
crossing and other Meriden issues, and opened the floor.

Signed ………………………………… Chair

Dated …………………………………

Clerk: Barbara Bland
55 James Dawson Drive, Millisons Wood, Coventry, CV5 9QJ
T: 01676 522474 M: 07767 162423 E: barbarablandmpc@btconnect.com
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Parents raised the following concerns through a Q & A session:• 3 signs in 20mph zone in Linden Road, Rowood Drive and North of Borough;
• Evidence used to remove school patrol person? The decision was approved at
Cabinet in November 2017 by the officer’s recommendation. Public documents
to be forwarded to VG to include FOI request and pedestrian crossing
assessment.
• No consultation before removal of patrol; where are the stats? Road Safety
Partnership recommendation;
• Crossing is not safe; videos/photos have been sent to highways officers as
evidence;

1

Mr Tovey provided an overview of recent review of the 44 school crossings with best
value requirements and financial savings; it is a non-statutory service. Three patrols
have been removed being Fillongley, Bentley Heath and Dorridge. A Zebra Crossing
is a reliable approach and fits the rural village design. Options of Zebra Crossing v.
signalised crossing was evaluated; decision of Zebra Crossing; Pelican and Puffin
Crossings both have safety issues. To make this work the additional temporary signs
alerting drivers to crossing, cutback foliage re sight line improvement; consideration
being given to 20mph mandatory speeds during school hours and a chicane.
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•
•
•

Training undertaken over 2 days with children and reported their horror at what
they had witnessed regarding drivers not stopping, stopping across the crossing
or blatantly ignoring the crossing.
One third of Meriden school children have a SEND and the new crossing is
difficult for them to comprehend;
Who is monitoring the crossing; the crossing has been installed without the
appropriate infrastructure;

Cllr Allsopp supported the parents present, he has attended site and reiterated
Fillongley Road is busy particularly at the junction of Leys Lane; a solution needs to
be found and one option is a Puffin crossing with 20mph speed limit; some modification
is required to the railings to improve sight lines. He added that anything less than this
is not going to work.
•

•
•

Parents stated they have been advised that Fillongley Road has been
described as an arterial road. The B4102 is classified as a 3rd tier road that
includes HGVs and agricultural vehicles; traffic calming is evident on B-Roads
within the Borough such as speed cushions.
PT advised that a mandatory 20mph speed limit would take 4-6 weeks.
Changing the Zebra to a Puffin crossing, sorting out the railings changing to
staggered bars and taking out taper would take about 4 weeks.
An automatic speed monitor, chicane and 20mph speed restriction will be tried
first before any decision is made for a Puffin crossing. Consultation with parents
will continue and all steps and resolutions discussed this evening will be
considered to move forward.

Mr Tovey further updated as follows:-

Signed ………………………………… Chair

Dated …………………………………

Clerk: Barbara Bland
55 James Dawson Drive, Millisons Wood, Coventry, CV5 9QJ
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RW added that there will be subsidiary priorities such as holes that have to be filled,
local materials, commercial decisions; keeping to the routing agreements as per the
Environmental Statement within the Hybrid Plan. PT confirmed that SMBC is part of
a local traffic liaison group including Birmingham, North Warwickshire and
Warwickshire who will be tracking HGV routes; HS2 have positively signed HGV
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HS2 Road Safety Fund
There is £2.435M available for legacy after HS2 with consideration to
(i)
Traditional collision trends along network identified;
(ii)
IRAP system – database of collision history and identification of where
collision may happen in the future;
(iii)
Community Groups road safety concerns and risk.
Expecting results in December whereby analysis will be evaluated and highways will
come back with a plan plus match funding so fund could be £5M. Funding will be
available to 2026 for about 4/5 parish councils and 4/5 community groups.
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routes and limited numbers. This will be important for Meriden given the expansive
HGV volumes in and out of Meriden Quarry.
Fillongley Bridge
SMBC have been monitoring the condition of the Bridge; significant work is required
and a new scheme is being programmed for 2019-20 at the earliest. RW requested
an update for the parish council website.
Highways Works Permit scheme – a website link to Elgin scheme to be shared with
parish council so MPC can track what work is programmed.
Other
Heart of England Club – water leak from manhole running down Berkswell Road lifting
the surface.
Main Road – water leak behind Main Road sign on frontage of park/telephone
exchange running into road and grassed area boggy.
PT noted and will forward to appropriate officers.
The public meeting concluded at 20.30 hours. Chair thanked Mr Tovey for his
attendance, information received, actions and fielding the many concerns of
parents regarding new crossing. All attendees left the meeting including Cllr
Allsopp.
3.
Declarations of Interest
3a
To declare any personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature.
Nothing to declare.
3b
To declare any prejudicial interests in items on the agenda and their nature
Nothing to declare.
4.
Minutes of Last Meeting
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 24th September 2018, circulated
prior to meeting, were considered for accuracy and agreed. All matters arising are
included in agenda items.
IT WAS RESOLVED The minutes of the meeting held on 24th September 2018 were
approved; proposed by Cllr Kipling and seconded by Cllr J Barber.

IT WAS RESOLVED Cllr Kipling proposed approval for Meriden Parish Council
October payments of £4,138.38 proposed by Cllr Kipling seconded by Cllr Barber.
Signed ………………………………… Chair
Dated …………………………………
Clerk: Barbara Bland
55 James Dawson Drive, Millisons Wood, Coventry, CV5 9QJ
T: 01676 522474 M: 07767 162423 E: barbarablandmpc@btconnect.com
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5.
Finance
5.1
Members received Parish Council payment approvals for October. Members
agreed October payments of £4,138.38.
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Members received Sports Park payments approval for October. The Clerk highlighted
Patrol Alarms annual maintenance invoice of £474.00 received today as overdue from
August not included in payments, clarification has been requested. Members
acknowledged explanation and potential additional payment of £474.00 for Patrol
Alarms; and agreed Meriden Sports Park October payments of £3,324.68.
IT WAS RESOLVED Cllr Barber proposed approval of Meriden Sports Park October
payments of £3,324.68 seconded by Cllr Kipling.
5.2 St Laurence Church Request
St Laurence Church response challenging NALC position and ultimately the parish
council’s decision to not support further graveyard maintenance financial donations
had been circulated to Members for their consideration. The parish council is seeking
legal opinion from its solicitor and currently await their response. Members were
mindful of legal costs associated with any legal challenge.
Action: Clerk to chase SMBC Solicitor, Andrew Kinsey, for legal opinion.
Action: A letter to be written to St Laurence acknowledging their response and
advising of the parish council’s request for legal opinion.
5.3 Finance Committee Recommendations
5.3(i) External Audit
Members approved the audit report and recommendation of there being “nothing of
note”, circulated prior to meeting. The Notice of Conclusion of Audit has been
displayed from 30th September 2018 without any public requests to view accounts to
date.
IT WAS RESOLVED Members approved Finance recommendation to accept Audit
conclusion. Proposed Cllr Kipling seconded Cllr Barber.
5.3(ii) Risk Register Review
Members approved the recommendations as detailed in finance committee minutes
dated 15th October 2018 items 9 (i) – (vi).
IT WAS RESOLVED Members approved Finance recommendation to accept Risk
Register review. Proposed Cllr Kipling seconded Cllr Barber.

6.2
War Memorials
Nothing to report.
Signed ………………………………… Chair
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6.
Progress Reports
6.1
Village Hall Management Committee
FLS reported the Big Show 2018-19 season is underway; whilst there is maximum
attendance the Village Hall breaks even from the actual picture show with a small
profit from the sale of refreshments.

Dated …………………………………

Clerk: Barbara Bland
55 James Dawson Drive, Millisons Wood, Coventry, CV5 9QJ
T: 01676 522474 M: 07767 162423 E: barbarablandmpc@btconnect.com
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It had previously been agreed that Cllr Weaver as Chair of Council will lay the wreath
at the Memorial.
Action: Clerk has ordered Wreaths.
6.2(i) Heritage Monuments & Memorial Funding
Nothing to report.
6.3
Meriden Pool
RW advised that the Friends Group have met and some good ideas are emerging.
SMBC Sarah Jones is supporting the Group set up with terms of reference. Friends
are involved with the Arden Tree Scheme, hedge, bulb and tree planting. A site
meeting with Ben Wood, SMBC, regarding the tree scheme will be held on site on 25th
October at 2.15pm. The original proposal for the free trees and hedging has been
amended to take account of SMBC maintenance programme and long term
sustainability of this site.
Action: Clerk to liaise with SMBC and Friends to maximise opportunity and
SMBC support.
6.3(i) Red Kite Management Plan & Suez Funding
Nothing to report.
6.4
Allotments
Nothing to report.

Signed ………………………………… Chair

Dated …………………………………

Clerk: Barbara Bland
55 James Dawson Drive, Millisons Wood, Coventry, CV5 9QJ
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6.6
Quarries Liaison Group
Members had been circulated with the communications between the parish council,
David Wigfield and NRS Agent Bob Williams. RW reported the following summary:• An invitation was received by the clerk for the parish council to attend a meeting
and site visit hosted by Mr Williams regarding the proposed A & A, NRS and
Tarmac planning applications.
• RW, clerk and Mrs Parker attended the meeting and site visit and received
detailed and informative updates regarding each of the above operators’
intentions.
• The clerk had received an extension from Mr Wigfield to respond to Tarmac’s
notification.
• On behalf of the parish council the clerk drafted a response to Mr Wigfield which
included information received from Mr Williams during the course of the site
visit to each operation. The information received at no time was suggested to
be confidential or bound by any agreement by Mr Williams.

5

6.5
Footpaths/Forum
Nothing to report.
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•
•

The parish council in good faith and acting with due diligence, duty of care and
public interest referenced information received from Mr Williams to Mr Wigfield
which has caused quite a reaction and some fall-out.
The parish council wholly support the clerk’s actions and summary of comments
submitted to Mr Wigfield. This was reinforced unanimously by Members that
the parish council action was appropriate and professional in responding
through the formal route of the LPA as required through parish notification.

Members considered their position in terms of public interest and resident participation
in understanding the complexities of Meriden Quarry. There are significant planning
applications proposed and discussion surrounded the technical expertise required in
commenting on each.
We have now received a further invitation by Sycamore to attend a meeting and site
visit to discuss their proposal to revise the design of the biomass plant prior to
submission to planning. Additionally today we received the parish notification for A &
A to extend their hours of work which will include weekdays, weekends and bank
holidays. We also anticipate NRS planning application for their recent acquisition of
Coleman’s Yard.
•

Members agreed that moving forward the clerk on behalf of the parish council
will write to Caroline Spelman MP and attach recent correspondence between
the parish council, SMBC and Mr Williams.
• Members further agreed to go public, facilitating a public meeting with invited
guest representatives from A & A, NRS and Sycamore.
• Members agreed to circulate all relevant information and invitations to Cllr
Dicicco as Cabinet Member for Environment & Housing.
• Members agreed for the clerk to engage Neil Pearce, Avon Planning, to reply
on the parish council behalf to the A & A application in the first instance.
Action: Clerk to action Members requests above.
IT WAS RESOLVED Members unanimously approved the above actions to be taken.
They further approved the recent clerk’s response to the parish notification using the
formal LPA route and appropriateness of comments placed on record on behalf of the
parish council.

Signed ………………………………… Chair

Dated …………………………………

Clerk: Barbara Bland
55 James Dawson Drive, Millisons Wood, Coventry, CV5 9QJ
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The clerk added that in addition to all the above significant planning proposals, it was
disclosed during our site tour and meeting with Mr Williams that Arden Wood will be
relocated to Area G, Birmingham Road, agreed with the Packington Estate. A further
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RW advised that she, clerk and Mrs Parker are meeting Nick Atkins, Tarmac Estate
Manager for Meriden Quarry, to discuss the concerns and issues raised referred to
him by Mr Wigfield, SMBC Planning.
Action: RW, clerk and Mrs Parker to meet with Mr Atkins on 23rd October at 09.30.
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planning application will be forthcoming in the near future for this site and new
operation to Area G current licence arrangements.
6.7
Solihull Area Committee
RW advised that Area Committee met on 18th October 2018 with John Pitcher,
Senior Housing Strategy Officer, as guest speaker. His topic was New Housing
Developments specifically “Affordable Homes in the Local Plan”.
6.8 Tree Wardens & TPO List
The clerk advised she and Mrs Sharland, co-optee tree warden, was meeting Darren
Parkin, SMBC Tree Officer on Thursday 25th October to discuss Millison’s Wood.
Action: Meeting Darren Parkin, Mrs Sharland and Clerk 25th October 2018.
6.9 Community Surgeries
Community Surgery 8th October 2018 – Pavilion hosted by Bruce Brant & Clerk.
Two members of the public attended as follows:• Heart of England Club noise from Motorbike Clubs in particular the Wednesday
and Friday Clubs.
Action: Bruce Brant to discuss with PCSO Rheeston.
• Monitoring Forms and evidence gathering suggestions shared with Bruce
Brant. A letter received from Charles Mellee regarding licensing was shared.
Action: Bruce Brant to follow up with Charles Mellee.
• Meriden Watch Facebook – moderation and personal target which has caused
much distress and anxiety over recent comments; feedback has been upsetting
for individual.
Action: Bruce Brant to discuss suitable strategies for future occurrences with
new Police Sergeant Hayley Thompson.
6.10 Community Speed Watch
JB advised that the insurance was now back in place for speed watch to continue.
Currently there is no training planned; speed watch dates will be set and target areas
agreed. JB to request trained councillors and volunteers may proceed without police
presence in attendance.
Action: JB to speak to WPC Grant and set up speed watch schedule to
commence.

Signed ………………………………… Chair

Dated …………………………………

Clerk: Barbara Bland
55 James Dawson Drive, Millisons Wood, Coventry, CV5 9QJ
T: 01676 522474 M: 07767 162423 E: barbarablandmpc@btconnect.com
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6.12 Meriden Sports Park Quarterly Update
RW reported that the CCTV installation all works well; user groups and hirers fully
booked with the inclusion of new YOGA group.
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6.11 HS2
RW reported this had been covered in public participation by Invited Guest Paul Tovey.
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The Wildcats Girls football programme has now finished for the winter.
JB added there are 3 football teams (2 x Sunday and 1 x Saturday) booked for current
season. Cricket already booked up for 2019 season with Fillongley CC moving to
Meriden as they have been very impressed with the Sports Park and facilities.
RW advised final accounts now received; contract review will be undertaken before
Christmas and the next joint Trustees/Directors meeting is scheduled for 12 th
November which will include outline budget and update.
Action: Sports Park Directors.
6.13 Meriden Sport & Recreation Trust Update
Nothing to report.
7.
Clerk’s Report
Report circulated to Members.
8.
District and Ward Councillor Reports
Nothing to report.
Correspondence & Communication
• Request from Mr J Nelson’s family & Executors to site a Memorial Bench in the
vicinity of the Triumph Memorial Stone in Millison’s Wood.
Members considered this request and favourably agreed to this Memorial addition.
The clerk will speak to highways colleagues regarding permission; Cllrs Kipling and
Barber will carry out a site visit to identify suitable site to compliment Memorial Stone.
Action: BB to contact highway officers; RK and JB to undertake site visit and
report back to clerk. Clerk to write to the Nelson family and executors of the late
Mr J Nelson.
• Acceptance confirmation for FLS to attend and represent the parish council at
the Mayor’s Remembrance Service in Solihull on 11th November.
• Notification from WALC regarding free 2 hour consultant’s time per year for
Planning and HR matters.
• Notification from Mr A Lole advising the Tree of Thought 2018 will be erected
on The Green on 16th November 2018.
• Solihull Local Plan – New Timetable notification.
Action: BB to circulate to Members and put onto Website.

Signed ………………………………… Chair

Dated …………………………………

Clerk: Barbara Bland
55 James Dawson Drive, Millisons Wood, Coventry, CV5 9QJ
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10.
Meriden Village Matters
10.1 Library Update
Nothing to report and clerk is trying to arrange a meeting with Kate Bunting and Emma
Mayhew.
Action: Clerk to chase Kate Bunting and Emma Mayhew.
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9.
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10.2 Village Commemoration WW1
Nothing to report.
10.2(i) WW1 Poppy Memorial Site
Nothing to report.
10.3 Meriden Gate
Nothing to report; awaiting meeting date with Andrew Kinsey, Solicitor, to resolve.
Action: Clerk to chase Andrew Kinsey.
10.4 Taylor Wimpey (Transfer of Allotments/freehold land)
Nothing to report.
10.5 Highways
RW advised that she and the clerk had met with Stephen Hawley, Highways Engineer,
SMBC, regarding proposal for traffic calming and removal of yellow lines to the Croft
and Glovers. The one hour service road restriction remains but the Main Road layby
will have restricted parking for 2 hours maximum only. Yellow lines will be refreshed
and the introduction of a loading bay will be introduced to remove the hazard of cars
parked on double yellow lines. The proposed TRO will be put out to public consultation
prior to any implementation.
Action: Clerk to monitor with Highways.
10.5(i) Grit Bins
The memory stick provided by FLS is not compatible with clerk laptop and therefore
request made for word document to be emailed. FLS advised she had done that this
evening but the information was not available to circulate to Members.
RW advised that SMBC c/o Ashley Prior, had written to parish and town councils
regarding a “Winter Hand Gritting Proposal” basically asking if volunteers can store a
spreader, salt and organise a schedule to enable parish council responsibility for grit
spreading. This received a negative response from neighbouring parishes and Alison
McGrory, Assistant Director, will take this back to Highways as it was not her
understanding that the content of the letter is correct or agreed.
Action: Await further correspondence from SMBC. Clerk to contact Highways
and share FLS audit outcome.
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10.6 Land Registry & Ownership
RW advised that Land Registry amendment to address for Title Deeds of The Green
is in process.

Signed ………………………………… Chair
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10.7 Litter
Nothing to report.
Dated …………………………………

Clerk: Barbara Bland
55 James Dawson Drive, Millisons Wood, Coventry, CV5 9QJ
T: 01676 522474 M: 07767 162423 E: barbarablandmpc@btconnect.com
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10.8 Mobile Mast Update
Nothing to report.
10.9 Local Council Award Scheme
The working had met on 13th October to discuss website and amendment required to
bring in line with LCAS criteria. The is a need to improve the site and suggestions
were explored. Real Point to be advised that the website has failed to meet the basic
requirement and request talk through options; a meeting to be arranged.
Action: Clerk to arrange a meeting with Real Point for early December.
10.10Meriden Public Transport
Clerk to complete survey on behalf of parish council noting increase to roaming route
of 89 service.
Action: Clerk to complete survey.
11. Planning Matters
11.1 Neighbourhood Planning Update
Nothing to report.
11.1(i) Locality Funding Bid
Nothing to report.
11.2 Neighbourhood Community/Ward Action Plan
Nothing to report.
11.2(i) Highways Evidence
Please refer to item 10.5 Highways.
11.3Solihull Local Plan Review
Nothing to report.
11.4Planning Application Status Updates
Clerk reported current planning applications in process are:-

Planning Application

Status

Marlbrook
Hall Farm
Marlbrook
Hall Farm

PL/2018/02008/PPFL

Awaiting decision

PL/2018/02233/PPFL

Awaiting decision

Signed ………………………………… Chair
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STATUS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED OCTOBER 2018

Dated …………………………………

Clerk: Barbara Bland
55 James Dawson Drive, Millisons Wood, Coventry, CV5 9QJ
T: 01676 522474 M: 07767 162423 E: barbarablandmpc@btconnect.com
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Land
adjacent to
Bradmore
Fordson
Farm
Fordson
Farm
Fordson
Farm
Fordson
Farm
Land SW
Meriden
Quarry
Cornets End
Lane
As reported
QLG 10/9/18

PL/2018/02536/PPFL

Awaiting decision

PL/2018/02743/PPFL

Requested Case Officer discussion
!
16/10/18 due to complexity of site
Requested Case Officer discussion
!
16/10/18 due to complexity of site
Requested Case Officer discussion
!
16/10/18 due to complexity of site
Requested Case Officer discussion
!
16/10/18 due to complexity of site
Awaiting decision (consultation
!
expires 27/9/18) – extension to MPC
response due to invitation to
meeting & site visit by Mr R Williams
– Agent.

PL/2018/02745/PPFL
PL/2018/02744/PPFL
PL/2018/02746/PPFL
PL/2018/02524/MWMAJ
Members circulated with
correspondence
received to date.
Meeting with Tarmac
23/10/18

Biomass
PL/2018/01671/EISCOP
Plant Meriden due to revision of build &
plant use – new design
As reported
due to non-construction
QLG 10/9/18
of in-vessel composting.
Cemex
PL/2018/02477/PPFL
New Recycling Plant
As reported
Berkswell Quarry

Await Application
Site visit & meeting with Paul
McLauglin re. planning application
arranged for 15/11/18.

!

A&A
Recycling

NEW Hours of Opening
6-10 Mon-Fri
6-4 Sat & Sun

Application Received
Suggestion to invite A & A to public
meeting.

!

NEW for transport
workshop & offices ex
Coleman Site

Await Application
Site visit and meeting with Mr R
Williams to discuss proposal.

!

Awaiting decision

QLG 10/9/18

As reported
QLG 10/9/18

NRS c/o OS
Holdings

PL/2018/02632/MINFHO Awaiting decision
Neighbour Notification
PL/2018/02658/MINFHO Awaiting decision
PL/2018/01997/PPFL
Awaiting decision
resubmission due to land
ownership of
PL/2018/00531/PPFL.
Signed ………………………………… Chair
Dated …………………………………
Clerk: Barbara Bland
55 James Dawson Drive, Millisons Wood, Coventry, CV5 9QJ
T: 01676 522474 M: 07767 162423 E: barbarablandmpc@btconnect.com
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21 Albert
Road
Kennel Lodge
155A Main
Road
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As reported
QLG 10/9/18
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Action: Clerk and Planning Committee (RW/RK) to monitor and process.
12.
Parish Council Development Day
Nothing to report.
13.
Annual Parish Assembly
Nothing to report.
14.
Contested Election 2019
RW advised that the date of open event for interested parish councillors is 28th January
2018 at the Council House, Solihull. All interested parties to be advised of this event
if wishing to stand as a parish councillor in next year’s election.
15.
Councillor’s reports and items for future agenda
Nothing to report.
16.
Date of Next Meeting
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 19th November 2018 at
7.30 pm Venue: The Pavilion, Meriden Sports Park.
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The meeting closed at 22.00 hours.

Signed ………………………………… Chair

Dated …………………………………

Clerk: Barbara Bland
55 James Dawson Drive, Millisons Wood, Coventry, CV5 9QJ
T: 01676 522474 M: 07767 162423 E: barbarablandmpc@btconnect.com
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