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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING MEETING 
Held on 14 September 2017 at 19.15 at The Pavilion, Meriden Sports Park 

 
Present: Cllr M Lee (ML), Cllr R Weaver (RW), Mrs B Bland (BB), Mr G Russell (GR), Mr J 
Edwards (JE), Mrs S Edwards (SE), Mr N Pearce (NP) 
 
1. Welcome & Apologies 
ML welcomed members of the group.  Apologies received from Cllr P Lee (PL), Cllr D Bell 
(DB), Mr L Edwards (LE). 
 
2. Minutes of 20-07-17 
The minutes of the last meeting were accepted and approved by RW, seconded by BB. 
  
3. Membership/Avon Planning Support 
NP’s skeleton framework for the draft plan was discussed.  NP advised that he has included 
the policies we have indicated.  He added that the format can change at a later date if we so 
wished and we should populate it with the survey results.  NP also noted that some 
businesses indicated plans to expand in the next ten years, so we should evidence it in the 
Plan however Green Belt could stifle some growth. 
 
4. Business Survey 
ML explained that the survey had achieved a 45% response rate. NP said this was fine for 
a return rate and it gives us a snapshot with interesting comments.  RW asked if we could 
know which businesses returned their survey. ML to check with Simon Purfield. NP 
remarked that 42% tourist activity contributes to their trade. RW witnessed the Manor Hotel 
completing theirs. 
 
5. Next steps – drafting our Neighbourhood Plan 
RW stated that she was concerned about the inclusion of graphs and maps, rather than the 
writing bit.  NP advised that SMBC could help with this as we would probably end up with 
six to eight maps in the Plan. For instance, we could map our assets or just list them. NP 
showed example maps from other Neighbourhood Plans.  Strategic reserves for the 5 year 
supply was discussed.  An assessment doesn’t exist, we have a fighting chance of saying 
‘no, we have our preferences’ and the Secretary of State will take note.  The White Paper 
on 5-year supply won’t apply to those with a Neighbourhood Plan. The current 3-year 
supply White Paper is being reviewed and we can expect a new National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF).  
 
BB asked if we could list the sites already granted permission.  NP confirmed we could as 
others have done so.  BB asked if we could propose 30 sites instead of 50. NP confirmed 
we could but to note that we can’t allocate housing on the Green Belt in the Plan. 
 
NP advised us to define our village boundary, where infill is okay.  Exceptions are 1) 
replacement dwellings, 2) agricultural works, 3) affordable homes, 4) conversions such as 
barns.  He also advised us to request from SMBC a blank map which we could draw the 
village boundary on, a map with all Heritage Assets, then send back and SMBC will 
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digitalise them for us. NP added that if we needed his help in liaising with SMBC to get the 
right maps he would do so. 
 
 
6.Task & Finish Sub-Groups Updates 
Not all discussed in detail as they will be addressed one by one during the drafting of the 
pre-submission Neighbourhood Plan. Conservation was discussed.  BB referred to Martin 
Saunders’ non-committal response to our request to review our conservation areas and 
consider the inclusion of the triangle from Bull’s Head – War Memorial - Strawberry Bank. 
NP suggested BB writes to Martin Saunders again and to get the district councillors 
involved and include the heritage response from the residents’ survey, proving that the 
public are behind it as well.  It is not for the Neighbourhood Plan as it is a community 
project aspiration. 
 
7. Funding Update 
ML advised that our funding bid was successful for the full amount requested - £3,617.  NP 
added that we will also get an extra 10% of CIL receipts e.g. 25% instead of 15% if we have 
a Neighbourhood Plan.  RW suggested this be stated within the Plan. 
  
8. Any Other Business 
SE raised the concern that the great redwood tree in the grounds of Meriden Hall was turning 
brown and that this could be because of the build extension works to the hall.  In 40 years it 
has never turned brown.  BB advised that SMBC are looking at it and BB will pick it up again 
on Monday. 
  
ML asked if LE could re-do the parish demographic statistics. SE advised that his workload 
is heavy, but he will when he can. 
 
9. Date of next meeting  
The next meeting will be held on 12 October 2017. Apologies received in advance from JE 
and SE. 
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