
Your Top ‘Go-to’ Advice on Health and 
Wellbeing during the COVID-19 Outbreak

This is a hard time for everyone and it’s normal to feel down sometimes. 
There are many things you can do to support your wellbeing. Please visit 
www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/ 

A new local NHS mental health support service offers emotional help, guidance and 
reassurance to   people who may be finding the current situation overwhelming. The Solihull helplines are:

0-19 yr olds - Mon-Fri (8am-8pm): 0121 301 2750   -   Weekends/evenings (8pm-8am): 0121 301 5500
11-25 yr olds- Counselling and support 24/7: www.kooth.com 
Over 18s - 7 days a week (9am-11pm): 0121 262 3555
Key workers - 7 days a week (9am-11pm): 0121 633 1217

Staying Active at Home

We're all now spending a lot 
more time at home and that means it’s getting 
harder to keep active. 

Find ideas at www.solihullactive.co.uk

Solihull Integrated Addiction 
Services (SIAS)

If you are in need of support or 
advice around alcohol or substance misuse, 
please contact SIAS in confidence on 0121 301 
4141 or visit www.sias-solihull.org.uk

Stopping smoking

Smokers are more susceptible to viruses and 
smoking can worsen or prolong respiratory 
conditions. You can self-refer to Gateway using 
the Freephone no. 0800 599 9880 to start your 
quit journey by phone or Skype. Or visit: 
www.gatewayfs.org/our-work/health-and-well
being-services/solihull-lifestyle-service/

Domestic Abuse

This time can be challenging for 
adults and children living with 

domestic abuse and for many survivors, staying 
home may not be the safest option. If you or 
someone else is in immediate danger please call 
999 and ask for the police. You can phone a 24 
hour helpline on 0808 2000 247 or visit 
www.solihull.gov.uk/domesticabuse

When things feel really 
tough…. 

Samaritans can listen at any time of the day or 
night. You can talk to them about anything that's 
troubling you. Call free on 116 123 or visit 
www.samaritans.org 

For general advice on the outbreak please visit 
www.gov.uk or www.solihull.gov.uk

Staying at Home with Children

Staying at home can bring a range of 
challenges, bored and frustrated 
children and increasing demands on 

parents and carers. 

For advice on managing this time at home, please 
visit www.solgrid.org.uk/fivetothrive/parenting/  

It is important to look after yourself during this outbreak and the following websites can help: 

The Meriden Mag Salutes 
Our Local Heroes

Summer 2020Summer 2020
Meriden Mag Meriden Mag 
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World Book Day 
On 5th March we celebrated World Book Day. The children (and staff) came to school dressed as a character of 
their choice for the day. This year’s theme was to ‘Share A Million Stories’.  We had some really imaginative 
costumes, inspired by amazing books, illustrators and authors. The children also brought in some of their 
favourite books and read them to different age groups within the school. Thanks to National Book Tokens and 
lots of lovely book publishers and booksellers, all the children received a £1 book voucher.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the start of 2020, who would have predicted the current crisis we are all facing? School was full with children 
happily learning in the classroom and playing on the playground. As I write this six weeks after lockdown 
commenced, we have about 15-20 children in each day, open only for the children of key workers or those who 
are more vulnerable. The disappointment of missing friends and trips being cancelled lingers; Year 6 also feel 
sad that they won’t be sitting their SATs papers in June after all their hard work throughout primary school. The 
building feels eerily strange and we miss our children immensely! However, the crisis has proven what a 
fantastic school community we have. I am so proud of the children who have been coming in each day with a 
smile while their parents are on the front line of the fight against Covid and the new friendships they have 
forged will last well after lockdown ends. I am also proud of our staff who have had to quickly rewrite 
curriculums so that parents can work with their children at home and equally respect our parents who are 
trying to teach as well as possibly work from home too. This time in our history will be talked about for many 
years to come. Hopefully we will soon get  
back to ‘normal’, but I also hope that we 
won’t lose the friendships, community 
spirit and kindness that have helped us 
get through this difficult time.  
Two of our children in school have  
written their thoughts to share with  
you.  

We hope you’re all safe and well.  
We deeply thank the NHS heroes  
and key workers who are helping  
to fight against Covid-19. Our school is very different. There are not as many children here and we think 
of our friends, wishing we can see each other again. Facetiming is becoming more frequent and part of 
our lives but it isn’t the same. It is difficult to do the things we love, although going to the shops has turned 
into a queue for a rollercoaster!  
Wash your hands, wash your face.   Spread love, not Covid.        Ella & Yvie-Mai  

 

Life in North Devon 
I have lived here for a year now and I have enjoyed living in such a beautiful part of Britain. I am very near some 
wonderful sandy beaches, which are ideal for surfers and the walks along the beaches are lovely. However, the rolling 
Devon hills and valleys are beautiful too.  

Because we are in lockdown, everywhere is very quiet. 
We have no visitors and all the hospitality outlets from 
hotels to coffee shops are closed and the village is 
deserted. The economy of this area is based on tourism, 
so many people are furloughed and it will be a very 
long time before these things return to normal. This is 
true for everywhere in Britain. All the car parks are 
closed and unless you can walk or cycle, it is not 
possible to go to the beaches, definitely impossible to 
have a surf board on your bike! 

Generally, the village of Braunton is busy. It is supposed to be the largest parish in England and has a population of 7,500. 
The community is mixed with three primary schools which all feed into the Academy. However, there is also a thriving 
U3A with over 300 members and 27 interest groups. 
One of the attractions here is the Burrows. These are the sand dunes at the core of the UNESCO North Devon Biosphere 
Reserve and the second largest sand dune system in the UK.  It is home to an abundance of flowers, plants and wild life. A 
variety of interests coexist, from livestock grazing to use for the MOD training exercises. There is a base nearby and 
during WW2 the American army trained here as the land is very similar to the Normandy beaches. During the war, the 
base was for the RAF but now it is occupied by the Royal Marines. 
It is one of my favourite beaches to visit and the blackberries are just excellent! 
As I am isolated, I have started to explore the lanes and footpaths near my house. At the moment, the banks on the   
roadsides are full of wild flowers and there are butterflies and bumble bees everywhere. I have sorted out several walks 
and I like walking through the fields and woods to a hamlet not far away with a church high on a hill.  When walking 
round the churchyard, I saw about 50 war graves immaculately kept which, of course, were crews from the Air Force and I 
noticed graves of airmen from around the Commonwealth. It was sad to see all those young lives lost. The churchyard 
overlooks the base where they were stationed. 
I also noticed this unusual grave, Edward Capern was a postman  
during the 1800’s when the royal mail came by stage coach to 
Bideford post office and, after sorting the mail, Edward walked 19 
miles, six days a week, delivering the letters as far as Buckland 
Brewer where he waited  for two hours before doing the return 
journey. 
On the way back, he rang a bell at the houses and the people came 
out with their post to be taken back to Bideford. As Edward walked 
along, he made up poems about the countryside and the seasons. He 
became well known as the Postman Poet and had his works 
published. 
He retired to live in Harborne, Birmingham to be near his son, but 
later on returned to North Devon. His post bell is enclosed in his 
tombstone. 
I feel I am very lucky to be living in such a lovely place, but there 
are drawbacks, it is 55 miles to the nearest John Lewis!  
The nearest big town is Exeter which is an hour and a quarter on the 
train.                      Margaret Argyle  
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Blueberries are readily available throughout the 
year in the shops and can be used for jam, cakes, 
muffins and milk shakes. They can be added to 
your breakfast cereal and to fruit salads. 

Blue berry milkshake 
100g blueberries 
2 tbsp maple syrup or honey  
2tsp vanilla essence 
200ml milk 
2 large scoops vanilla ice cream 
Whiz everything together in a blender and enjoy! 

 

Blueberries 
 
 
 
Not only are blueberries productive, their glorious autumn colours provide 
ornamental appeal. The fruit is delicious and high in antioxidants. 
Shrubs can be grown in the garden border or as attractive container plants. 
Blueberries are relatively easy to look after. Keep the compost or soil moist, but 
not soaking wet. Don’t allow it to dry out between watering. Water plants with rainwater, not tap water, unless you have 
no alternative in a drought. Tap water will raise the pH level and blueberries like acidic conditions. 
Ensure the soil stays at pH of 5.5 or lower, to avoid problems. Check the pH of the soil in spring and add sulphur chips 
if it needs lowering. This shouldn’t be necessary with container-grown plants provided ericaceous fertiliser and 
rainwater are used. 
 Plant in a moist, well-drained, acidic soil. Blueberries prefer light soils rather than heavy clays. Choose a sunny, 
sheltered spot. While blueberries are tolerant of shade, better crops (and autumn colour) are obtained in the sun. 
The one problem with blueberries is that birds love them! It is necessary to net or fleece them as they ripen. 
Blueberries are very fussy about soil acidity. They will not grow well if planted in alkaline soil. Soil acidity can be 
measured by a pH testing kit. You can buy these from most garden centres. The pH of your soil needs to be pH 5.5 or 
lower for blueberries to thrive. If your soil is marginally higher than this, you can try lowering the pH by adding sulphur 
chips well in advance of planting. 
If your pH is higher you’ll be best to plant blueberries in a container. Container cultivation is often best if your soil is a 
heavy clay too. It is necessary to use ericaceous compost for this. 
If growing blueberries in garden soil, add plenty of bulky, acidic organic matter such as pine needles. While some 
blueberry cultivars can produce a good crop on their own, all yield much more heavily if planted near another, different 
cultivar. Check the labels on the plants when you buy. 
Feed container plants every month using a liquid fertiliser formulated for ericaceous (lime-hating) plants, following the 
manufacturer’s recommendations. 
You may find open ground plants don't need feeding apart from the annual ericaceous mulch and a high nitrogen feed 
such as sulphate of ammonia in late winter. Blueberries are sensitive to overfeeding. 
Pruning is rarely needed in the first two years. After that you should prune in late February to early March. Once you 
start pruning, you should aim to remove a quarter of old wood at the base every year to keep the plant productive. 
In colder regions, many cultivars will need winter protection.  In spring, flowers may need some fleece protection if 
frost threatens. 
 

 

 

Blueberry Clafoutis 

50g plain flour 
75g sugar 
3 eggs 
 250ml milk 
300g blueberries 
Place the washed blueberries in a buttered flan dish (20 to 22 
cm).Whisk the flour, eggs sugar and milk together. 
Pour over blueberries and bake in a hot oven 200 degrees, 
180fan, gas 6 for an hour until it is golden brown. 
Serve hot with cream or yogurt 
This is a lovely recipe and can be made with cherries, 
apricots or plums. 

This is a simple and quick cake to make 
Blueberry and coconut loaf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Preheat oven to 180degrees 160degrees fan gas 4 
Grease and line the base of a 450g loaf tin 
Rub fat into the flour, stir in sugar 
add egg and milk and mix well 
Stir in the blueberries and coconut  
Place evenly in tin sprinkle with demerara sugar  
Bake for an hour until firm. 

75g butter or margarine 
150g self-raising flour 
75g sugar 
I beaten egg  
90 ml milk 
110g blueberries  
50g desiccated coconut 
 25g demerara sugar 

With thanks to Margaret Argyle for this lovely page 

Meriden Sports 
 

Good sportsmanship is one of the life lessons children can learn from sports.  At Meriden Primary we 
encourage them to learn how to win with grace to respect one’s opponents and to be noble if they lose. 
During March, both our football team and netball team made us all very proud at their home and away 
matches!  We are always very thankful to the wonderful parents that come along to encourage and 
support the children. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Year 6 were lucky enough to receive a free 
pack from the ‘Innocent Big Grow’ initiative 
this year to help the children to become 
green fingered and grow their own 
vegetables.  The incredible pack included 
carrot, pea and cress seeds, pots and 
compost.  The children loved watching their 
seeds grow in school and hopefully will be 
able to eat their carefully looked after 
vegetables in the summer.  Watch out Alan 
Titchmarsh! Thank you to ‘Innocent’ for such 
an exciting pack!  

 
In March, just before lockdown, school had a 
reassessment visit for the Leading Parent Partnership 
Award (LPPA). This is a national award that evaluates how 
school works in partnership with parents and how parent 
participation leads to improved progress, punctuality, 
attendance and behaviour.  
 
We originally gained the award in 2016 and we are 
absolutely delighted to be reaccredited with it in 2020. 
Comments in the report include: ‘The School is forward 
thinking and constantly reviewing how they can improve 
parental partnership and also provide preventative 
approaches and early intervention. It was clear the school 
really does embody and reflect its core values – friends, 
faith and lifelong learning.’ 
 
Thank you for your continued support – we couldn’t have 
achieved this without you!  
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Trees of Meriden and Millisons Wood    
Silver Birch (and their residents)      
  

 

golden brown bark of the young sapling, resulting in the recognisable silver 
colour, prone to peeling off in strips.  In older trees, the smooth bark thickens, 
becoming darker and rugged. The flowers - catkins - appear in April and May, 

 

If you’re interested in our trees, local wildlife and conservation in general, it would be great to hear from you.  
Collaborators very welcome! Or visit the Facebook page Meriden and Millisons Wood Trees. Dates for conservation 
work parties in Millisons Wood are also notified there.   

      

  

 
Sarah Sharland Meriden and Millisons Wood Trees   

meridentreewardens@gmail.com   

    Male Catkin             Female Catkin     Birch Catkin Bug       Birch Shield Bug           Green Woodpecker             Great Spotted  
                     Woodpecker 

Silver Birch amongst the trees 
(and bluebells) in Millisons Wood 

spotted woodpecker about, either expanding a hole for a nesting site or to access beetle larvae and other invertebrates for 
food. They have special adaptations to protect them from headaches! A common folk name for the green woodpecker is   

both male and female are on the same tree. Male 
catkins are long, yellow/brown and hang in small 
groups at the tips of shoots.  Female catkins are 
smaller, bright green and stand upright from the 
branch. When pollinated, the female catkin 
thickens and darkens to a dark crimson.  In 
autumn, clouds of tiny seeds are blown away by 
the wind.  The wide dispersal of the abundant 
seeds may be why it’s a pioneer species, rapidly 
colonising open ground before other species.  
And that, in turn, may be why historically silver 

“yaffle” after its very distinctive laughing call. But you’re more likely to spot them pecking on the ground eating ants than 
in a tree (you may need to look carefully, they’re well camouflaged). They have much weaker beaks than their great 
spotted cousin, and usually only chisel into soft wood to excavate a nest hole.    

The silver birch gets its name from its silver white, papery bark.  It’s a spindly tree common to woodland. It’s a spindly 
tree with a trunk diameter of less than 40 cm, that can reach 30m in height; its elegant drooping branches form a light 
canopy that provides an ideal environment for bluebells and other woodland flowers. A papery tissue develops over the 

 

Birch was seen as a symbol of purity, renewal, fertility and love. Bundles of twigs were 
used to drive out the spirits of the old year and besom brooms were used to purify gardens.  
Birch is still used to make broom and tool handles as well as plywood and horse jumps.   

Like most native trees, silver birch are a haven for wildlife. They provide bed and board for 
over 300 insect species. The leaves are a favourite food for caterpillars of many moth 
varieties and of aphids which are themselves prey for ants, ladybirds and other species 
higher up the food chain. Other insects include some wonderful little bugs which are birch 
specialists, such as the birch shield bug and the birch catkin bug (pictures below).  Seeds are 
eaten by birds such as siskins and greenfinches and hole nesting birds like woodpeckers 
nest in the trunks of silver birch trees. Both great spotted and green woodpeckers are around 
the parish. If you hear a rapid hammering noise, there’s a great  

Silver Birch in the 
Church Yard 
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Here is an extract from Solihull’s Heritage Team's article 
about VE Day celebrations in 1945 across the borough. 

“In Meriden, the church bells were rung immediately after 
the Prime Minister’s statement, and there was a service of 
thanksgiving and dedication. In the evening, a joint service 
sponsored by the Free Church was held on the Village 
Green and conducted by Captain Moore, United States 
Army Chaplain, assisted by the vicar. We’re told there was 
also a bonfire on the car park of the Bull’s Head, which was 
a real treat after the years of wartime blackout. 

“The Coventry Standard of 12th May 1945 noted that 
collections were taken at both of the services at Meriden in 
aid of funds for assisting the work of restoration of 
Christian churches in Europe. 45 children from Fillongley 
Road also attended a tea party at the home of Mrs Barlow, 
after which they were entertained with games. The 
newspaper reported “a wonderful feast” and particularly 
noted the contribution by Mrs Trimnell of 100 jam tarts. “ 

Read the whole piece here: 
 https://solihulllife.wordpress.com/2015/05/01/v-e-day   
 

 

 

 

 

The 8th May 1945 saw thousands flock to 
Coventry Cathedral ruins as news of VE day 

spread across the Nation 

Many of our advertisers have offered to continue to support us, even though they may not at present be open, 
and we would urge our readers to support them and all the local businesses who have kept the community 
going so well in these difficult times. 
Also, many of the photographs included have been posted on the Meriden Facebook sites and we are grateful 
for the use of these to show them to the whole village. 
On behalf of the whole village we would also like to thank the Rev Lynda Lilley and the Parish Council for 
setting up the Community Emergency Action Team, which has been a life saver to many residents in self-
isolation. Meriden was one of the first in the Country to arrange this support system. 
Stay safe Val and Chris  

Editor’s note 
We would like to thank everyone who has contributed 
to this summer issue, in these ‘unprecedented’ times. 
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Reminder - deadline for the 
next issue is 1st August 2020 

for delivery around 1st September 
 

Editors: - Val Martin 01676 522963 
val.simon@btinternet.com 

 

Chris Bannister 07789 903021 
chrisbannister56@aol.com 

 

Distribution: Paul Green 
& Mavis & Ken Edwards 
Proof Reader: Sue Fuller 

 

   Advertising rates 
Eighth page £11 

Quarter page £22 
Half page £44 

Small ads (sale or wanted) £5.00 
Charity & Community events FREE 
Views expressed by the contributors are not 

necessarily those of the co-editors. 
We are unable to print anonymous letters or 

articles although we will withhold name and address 
on request 

 

PC Technical Services 
    Tile Hill Lane Coventry 

 

Home Computer Repairs 
Upgrading & Problem Solving 

Telephone 

 02476 674952 
07963 850001 

Independent personal attention 
Internet & e-mail 

Troubleshooting & tuition 

 

M.J. Mowing 
martin@mjmowing.co.uk 

Grass Cutting Hedge Cutting 
Pruning          Strimming 
Weed Control – Pesticide Licensed 

Leaves Cleared 
No Job Too Small 
Competitive Prices  

Call Martin for a Free Quote 
07922 241 181 

A Message from Councillor Tony Dicicco 
It seems an age since I wrote my article for the Spring  
edition. So much has happened over the last 3 months.  
Most of us have never experienced anything like the  
upheaval that we have lived through since late March.  
I have been very impressed with the reaction of the vast majority 
of people who have listened to government advice to stay at home 
in order to limit the spread of Covid-19 and protect the NHS. The 
NHS staff on the front line of the battle against Covid-19 have 
been magnificent. We all owe them so much. There are many 
others who have also worked very hard to maintain the services 
on which we rely, including the local community groups who have 
helped so many people in need. And Solihull council staff have 
worked tirelessly to ensure that facilities are in place to deal with 
the crisis while maintaining “every day” services such as social 
care, household waste collection, planning and many others.  
There is no doubt that when the current crisis is over, our lives will 
be different from before. I was contacted recently by a local 
resident who wrote me a very thoughtful email postulating what 
this change might look like. I’m sure that home-working will 
become more prevalent. Trains and roads will be less crowded and 
there could be fewer plane journeys. The big benefits for me from 
the lock down have been not being woken up early in the morning 
by planes flying over my house and also the improvement in air 
quality from less traffic.  
There must be a better way to do things than what we were doing 
before. Of course, there will be more demand for other services 
such as improved mobile phone reception and broadband – this 
will be helped by 5G capability but this may require more phone 
masts: where will they go? There may well be a requirement for 
additional nursery education and after-school activities as parents 
work more from home. These home-workers may also want better 
local services. They may want to go for a quick meal at lunchtime 
or pop out to do some shopping.  
Local councillors, council officers, parish councillors and residents 
will need to work together to shape the type of place we want to 
live in. For instance: there is a proposal for a new supermarket in 
Balsall Common. Some local residents see it as a positive move, 
offering choice, convenience and potential employment, while 
others are worried about the impact on existing local shops and 
the increase in traffic. 
I know that many Meriden residents go into Balsall Common to 
use the shops and other facilities. I recently worked with the 
Balsall and Berkswell parish councils to produce a survey asking 
residents what services and facilities they would want to see 
introduced as the villages grew. I know that some organisations in 
Meriden were asked to contribute to this as any developments will 
have an impact on Meriden residents. It may be appropriate to 
have a similar survey for Meriden to supplement the excellent 
work on the neighbourhood development plan carried out by the 
Meriden Parish Council. I would be very interested to hear what 
residents think about the type of services they would like to see.   
If you wish to comment on the issues in this article, or any other 
local issues, then please contact 
me at tony.dicicco@solihull.gov.uk. Stay safe, Cllr Tony Dicicco. 
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We service, repair and 
care for your vehicle.  

ACE GARAGE 
REDFORD 
02476 597879 

email: service@acegarage.co.uk 
 
 � Tyres 

� Exhausts 
 

 

email:officehancock.brown@gmail.com 
www.hancock-brown.co.uk 

 

Courtesy car, collection & delivery 
options. 

Call Brendan McManus on 
07958 518924 

� Mot 
� Service 

 

 

We service, repair and 
care for your vehicle.  

ACE GARAGE 
REDFORD 
02476 597879 

email: service@acegarage.co.uk 
 
 � Tyres 

� Exhausts 

Courtesy car, collection & delivery 
options. 

Call Brendan McManus on 
07958 518924 

� Mot 
� Service 

 

email:officehancock.brown@gmail.com 
www.hancock-brown.co.uk 

 

NEWS FROM THE VILLAGE HALL 

 

 

 
 

Although all current activities in the Hall have temporarily 
been suspended, the Management Committee is still 
working hard, albeit in Lockdown, to maintain our valuable 
village hub. 

- The Annual General Meeting has been held 
electronically and the Accounts for the year show a 
modest surplus. 

- The plans for obtaining a Lottery Grant to refurbish the 
toilets and to insulate the walls, have, frustratingly, 
been delayed.  The initial application, whilst having 
been accepted as a viable project in principle, was due 
for a final decision from the main Lottery Board in 
April. In view of Cov.19 demands on funding; our 
application has been deferred until the autumn. This is 
a disappointing but unavoidable delay but, with fingers 
(and legs!) crossed, we continue to hope for a positive 
outcome later in the year. We shall certainly be 
‘flushed with success’ if we are able to proceed with 
this vital project. 

- Although we feel sure that the Hall is always 
maintained to immaculate standards, whilst in 
Lockdown, the opportunity to Deep Clean the 
Hall is underway.  Therefore, when activities re-
commence, members of the public can be re-
assured that they can use and enjoy the 
premises with confidence. 

- As a reminder to regular users of the hall, when 
your meetings and gatherings re-commence, 
please re-confirm your onward bookings with 
our Bookings Secretary, Val Martin (01676 
522963) in order for the Diary to remain 
accurate. 

Hopefully, before so very long, The New Normal will 
give us the confidence to return to all the much-
missed activities that we have always taken for 
granted.  

In the meantime, Stay Safe and Stay in Touch and 
we look forward to welcoming everyone back to the 
Village Hall very soon. 

Chris Copper (Secretary) 

 “Conscience: the inner voice 
which warns us that someone 
may be looking.” – HL Mencken 

 

 Telephone 01676 540 178 

 

07904 239 365 

Email: hayleystanley1@hotmail.co.uk 

Open 9-5 Monday to Saturday, Sunday 10-4. 
Bennetts Road North, Corley CV7 8BG 
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Lavender Hall Lane 
Berkswell CV7 7BN 

 

01676 530 299 / 07949 119 436 
 

Cafe open to the public from 
8.00am – 1.30pm week days 

and now until 2.00pm Saturday & 
Sunday 

Serving hot and cold food 
Specialising in an all day  

Breakfast  

Gates open 
at 7.00am  
close  
at dusk 

‘Coffee and cake’ 
We are pleased to be able to offer 
our customers freshly ground 
coffee and homemade cakes 

Dog Walking and Pet Services 

07825 684539 

 

 

 

Authentic Indian food delivered to your 
home.  

Made fresh to order from locally sourced 
ingredients around Solihull.                    

Food catered as a party snack or main 
meal/accompaniment.                         

A great dining experience brought to your 
family home.                               

www.mumsbistro.com         
orders@mumsbistro.com                      

01676 521640 / 07859 998079 

 
mumsbistro 

 

 

MMeerriiddeenn  FFiisshh  aanndd  CChhiippss  
TThhee  GGrreeeenn  
MMeerriiddeenn  

Photos by a keen 
walker/photographer 
of Millison’s Wood 

For the foreseeable 
future we will have 
courage, faith and 
trust that all will be 
well eventually. 

God Bless to all. 

 

CAMEO Report 

We’ve all been safely tucked away at home, enjoying peaceful skies, bird song & our                              
gardens.   Also, we have very much appreciated our groceries & meals being brought                                       
by kind neighbours, our families, the Queen’s Head and Budgens. 

At our meeting in February, Susan Tall told us of the interesting life of Frances Ridley Havergal, the 
educated daughter of a clergyman. Her scholastic achievements included modern languages together with 
Greek and Hebrew. She wrote hymns, prayers and poems, most notable being the hymn ‘Take my life and 
let it be’.  Other planned events of meals together, Helen Essex with her spinning wheel and Rev. Pauline 
Warner from Abbey Care Home will all be enjoyed sometime in the future. In the meantime, letters, 
emails, and telephone calls have kept us in touch with each other, sharing books and quiz ideas. 

We have all been sad to hear of Mollie Robertson passing away. Her family did appreciate the friends who 
lined the Main Road and stood on the Green for the passing of the cortege. 

We celebrated Joan’s 90th Birthday, meeting at a distance near her home singing and delivering gifts. 

 

 

 

David Deakin                
Plastering Services                     

Interior plastering and coving work    
Insurance work welcome.                    

Reliable, friendly, clean service.               
Free Estimates. 

Tel: 01676 521389                      
Mobile: 07767 237860 

You can try the rest! 
But we’re the best! 

 

Opening hours 
Monday – Saturday 11.30 -2.00pm 

& 4.15 – 9.30pm 
Closed Sundays 

01676 523476 

 

Home delivery 
available for orders 
over £10. Call us. 

For the foreseeable 
future we will have 
courage, faith and 
trust that all will be 
well eventually. 

God Bless to all. 

 

� Newspapers and 
Magazines 

� Send and receive 
parcels from here 

� Dry Cleaning 
� Lottery 
� Cash Machine and 

Cash Back 
� Beer, Wine and  

Spirits 
� Face masks, hand 

gel & wipes 

Free Home delivery 
on orders over £20. 

Call 01676 522287 

Opening hours:- 

Weekdays 6.00am-10.00pm    
Weekends 7.00am- 

� Freshly baked bread, 
cakes and savoury 
snacks  

� Hot Breakfast 
Sandwiches 

� Costa Coffee 
� Award winning 

Lashford sausages 
� Groceries 
� Wide selection of 

Meat, Fruit and Veg. 

 

Photos by a keen walker/photographer of Millison’s Wood 
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Meriden’s Aerial Visitors During Lockdown Weeks 
Some people may have been alarmed by the presence of Military aircraft during the Covid19 pandemic, but these 
flights have purely been for training. The aircraft most often seen flying over Meriden were the Boeing C17 
Globemaster, a 4 engined jet turbofan, long-range, heavy-lift, strategic transport aircraft and the Airbus A400 Atlas, a 
smaller 4 engined turboprop aircraft. These two aircraft are based at RAF Brize Norton in Oxfordshire with the A400 
operated by 3 squadrons involved in Testing and Evaluation, Air Mobility and Training. The RAF has been flying 8 
examples of the C17 since 2001, the latest addition arriving in 2012.  
 
Both the C17 and the A400 Atlas have been very busy around the whole of the UK carrying out training sorties. 
Birmingham Airport has not been alone. Those enthusiasts who follow online Apps such as Flightradar, Freedar or   
ADS-B exchange will have noticed that aircraft from a number of military airfields have been touring the UK from 
Aberdeen in the North, down to Jersey in the South.  Helicopters, a little less visible although sometimes much noisier, 
like the Chinook twin rotor helicopter from RAF Odiham, Wildcats from RNAS Yeovilton and the occasional Puma from 
RAF Benson have also visited a number of airports including Birmingham. Even the Hawks of the Red Arrows carried 
out a couple of rapid transitions through our airspace. 
 
Under normal circumstances, Military training at Birmingham is prohibited for most Military Air Traffic. However, both 
the A400 Atlas and the C17 have been frequent visitors in the past. During the Iraq and Afghan war, the C17 was tasked 
primarily as a Medivac aircraft, repatriating injured troops back to the UK for treatment at specialist hospitals. There 
were a number of occasions when Birmingham received both the A400 Atlas and the C17 due to weather diversions 
from RAF Brize Norton. Normally, these aircraft would not perhaps be so visible to the general public as they would fly 
the standard procedures into and out of Birmingham much like the Commercial traffic. What has made the recent visits 
so special and ‘highly visible’ is the training element, in skies that are otherwise fairly empty of planes. Air Traffic 
Control and the Flight Crews have to follow very strict guidelines in terms of arrival, departure and stringent noise 
abatement procedures. Training at the airport is allowed with some conditions and many residents may not even be 
aware it is taking place. Most ‘Circuits’ are normally flown to the east of Birmingham Airport at not less than 2500ft 
altitude, occasionally much higher at 4000ft. This avoids overflying the more densely populated areas of Birmingham 
and its suburbs. The aircraft must attain a certain altitude before effecting the turn to reduce the noise footprint on the 
ground and these are designed to avoid particular noise sensitive areas. 
 
When the Southerly Runway (Runway 15) has been in use, both the C17 and the A400 Atlas have followed these 
procedures while training. The spectacular result has been the flights overflying Meriden positioning onto what we 
term the ‘Downwind leg” of the circuit. This is where the aircraft fly a parallel course to the Runway before turning 
onto a ‘Base Leg’ and then Final approach, completing a 180 degree turn from downwind. This type of circuit is 
predominantly flown visually. There are certain criteria for the weather conditions to be able to do this. Occasionally 
ATC may radar vector the aircraft for an Instrument approach for training. These circuits are directed by the controller 
but the same principle applies but with the Downwind leg normally flown at 4000ft, but this may vary. 
Usually, the integration of training flights with Commercial air traffic can be ‘Challenging’. Commercial traffic always 
takes priority over training and therefore it may not always be possible to allow the training aircraft to fly visually 
within the circuit. As a result of the Pandemic and the unprecedented decline in aviation, there are very few aircraft 
movements. The result of this is the ability to train almost without interruption. The request for training by Military has 
been approved as it benefits both the Military Flight crews who are gaining  
invaluable experience of operating into a variety of Civilian airfields and also  
keeping the Air traffic Controllers current and competent in procedures etc.  
Many Airfields have closed temporarily or are operating with reduced hours.  
Birmingham is no exception. We are fortunate that we still operate a handful  
of flights per day. 
 
Andrew Birch Air Traffic Controller at Birmingham Airport 

The C17 Globemaster 
(left) and its flight 
path (right) showing 
the Downwind and 
Base legs mentioned 
above.                   
Plane Reg ZZ177 

 

 DID YOU KNOW? 

Saudis import camels from                          
Australia (to eat). 

Never trust a man who, when left alone in 
a room with a tea-cosy, doesn’t try it on. – 
Billy Connolly       
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Ps  If you are around on the second Friday of every month between 2 and 4 it would be lovely to meet 
you over a cup of coffee or tea at the Pavilion. 
 
Keep a look out for  

 

 
                                                                         In Meriden 

 

Minister Rev Jane Braund  
Tel: 01676 533737 
Please phone to arrange 
marriages, baptisms and 
funerals 
Services:  
Sunday 10:30am.   GGrreeeettiinnggss  ffrroomm  MMeerriiddeenn  MMeetthhooddiisstt  CChhuurrcchh  ttoo  yyoouu  aallll  

 

I wanted to take this opportunity to thank everyone 
for their support, with offers of paying ahead for 
appointments and vouchers, to keep us afloat. We 
are so grateful for our clientele and, look forward to 
the day we can all be together again. At the 
moment we are managing to balance what we can 
to sustain our livelihood and, that of our wonderful 
team and, appreciate our clients have their own 
financial worries and commitments but, thank you 
sincerely I wanted to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone for their support, with offers of paying 
ahead for appointments and vouchers, to keep us 
afloat. We are so grateful for our clientele and, look 
forward to the day we can all be together again. At 
the moment we are managing to balance what we 
can to sustain our livelihood and, that of our  

The Methodist Church Hall is 
available for hire. Please contact 

Alan Gabbitas on  
01676 522148 

I wonder how many of you have had to do 'new' things during this time of lockdown?  Amongst other things, we have 
had to learn to social distance; to rely perhaps on others doing our shopping; new ways of working.  I have had the 
new experience of cutting my husband's hair - and so has he! (You'll have to ask him if it was successful or not but 
I'm not sure he was looking for a Mohican!)  Lots of new things and new ways of doing things.  By the time this 
article is printed there may well be other things that we have had to change and adapt to, as we look to start easing 
lockdown. 
 

Many of us don't like change at the best of times and certainly not when it is forced on us in a crisis situation.  For 
many this is a fearful and anxious time as we wonder what is going to happen. 
 

There is one verse from the Bible that has really struck me during this time.  It is a very well-known verse as it is 
often used at funerals.  It comes from the Gospel of John in the New Testament.  Jesus has just washed his disciple’s 
feet and as he talks with them, he tells them that he is going to leave, that he is going away.  Suddenly all their world 
is turned upside down.  They had left everything to follow him and now all their hopes and dreams that he was the 
one to save them from Roman rule are all gone - all shattered and lying in tatters at their feet. 
 

Knowing their anxiety, their sorrow and fear, Jesus says to them, 'Do not be troubled and upset.  Believe in God, 
believe also in me'.  He later goes on to say, 'Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you.  I do not give to you as 
the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid'. 
 

Jesus is saying that trust in him is an antidote for an anxious and troubled heart.  When we are anxious, confused, 
frightened by all that is happening around us, we can know that trusting and believing in Jesus can bring us peace.  
God's peace is not as the world understands and longs for peace.  God's peace is the presence of Jesus, the presence of 
God himself. 
Easy words to say perhaps but, as we go through these 
difficult times, as we face loss - loss of loved ones, loss of 
jobs, loss of life as we know it; as we mourn and grieve, 
feel confused, bewildered and alone - in the midst of it all 
we can turn to Jesus and believe and trust in him to guide 
us through and give us peace.   
 
I pray that you will come to know and trust the one who is 
the Prince of Peace for yourself.  If you need someone to 
talk to, or someone to pray with you at this time then please 
get in touch.   
 
May you know God's peace and his presence at this time. 
 
With love, Jane 

Message from Alison Stain: 
“I would like to send my very best wishes to all 
my friends in Meriden, and tell them I am now 
very happily settled in my new home, near to 
my family in Bedworth. Luckily, I managed to 
move in two weeks before the lockdown – just 

in time!” 

 

fORDES 
onthegreen 

 

01676  
521653 

The Green Meriden CV7 7LN 
 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to 
thank everyone for their support, with offers 
of paying ahead for appointments and 
vouchers, to keep us afloat. We are so 
grateful for our clientele and look forward to 
the day we can all be together again. At the 
moment we are managing to balance what 
we can, to sustain our livelihood and that of 
our wonderful team. We appreciate our 
clients have their own financial worries and 
commitments but thank you sincerely for 
your concern. 
We look forward to seeing you all again as 
soon as the Government guidelines allow. 
Stay Safe.  Sean and Louise   

 

A Pam Ayres Lockdown Poem 
 
I'm normally a social girl 
I love to meet my mates 
But lately with the virus here 
We can't go out the gates. 
You see, we are the 'oldies' now 
We need to stay inside 
If they haven't seen us for a while 
They'll think we've upped and died. 

  
They'll never know the things we did 
Before we got this old 
There wasn't any Facebook 
So not everything was told. 
We may seem sweet old ladies 
Who would never be uncouth 
But we grew up in the 60s - 
If you only knew the truth! 

  
There was sex and drugs and rock 'n roll 
The pill and miniskirts 
We smoked, we drank, we partied 
And were quite outrageous flirts. 
Then we settled down, got married 
And turned into someone's mum, 
Somebody's wife, then nana, 
Who on earth did we become? 
 
We didn't mind the change of pace 
Because our lives were full 
But to bury us before we're dead 
Is like a red rag to a bull! 
So here you find me stuck inside 
For 8 weeks, maybe more 
I finally found myself again 
Then I had to close the door! 

  
It didn’t really bother me 
I'd while away the hour 
I'd bake for all the family 
But I've got no flaming flour 
Now Netflix is just wonderful 
I like a gutsy thriller 
I'm swooning over Idris 
Or some random sexy killer. 

  
At least I've got a stash of booze 
For when I'm being idle 
There's wine and whisky, even gin 
If I'm feeling suicidal! 
So, let's all drink to lockdown 
To recovery and health 
And hope this awful virus 
Doesn't decimate our wealth. 

  
We'll all get through the crisis 
And be back to join our mates 
Just hoping I’m not fat, too wide 
To fit through the flaming gates 
 

 

 

Call now for a free no obligation  
home visit 

Telephone Matt on 07817 222627 
01675 443655 

Email: dysonblinds@gmail.com 

Meriden Primary School Mrs L. Anderton 01676 522488 
Meriden Library  01676 522717 
Meriden Surgery  01676 522252 
Lloyds Chemist  01676 522722 
St. Laurence Church Rev Lynda Lilley 01676 522825 
Methodist Church Rev Jane Braund 01676 533737 
MCF Life Church Meriden Pstr. Kevin Hunt 07970 552667 
Parish Council Barbara Bland  

(Mondays) 
01676 522474 
07767 162423 

Solihull M B C  0121 704 6000 
Solihull District 
Councillors 

Ken Allsopp 01676 522301 

 Diane Howell 07487 681933 
 Tony Dicicco 07780438290 
Member of Parliament Saqib Bhatti 0121 711 7029   
Meriden Scout Group Gerry Russell 01676 522666 
Post Office Sue Harper 01676 522230 
Rural Police Sector Non-Emergency  101 

 
Village Hall Bookings  Valerie Martin 01676 522963 

 
 

BREATHE EASY COVENTRY 
 

We are still here for anyone with a lung condition or is a carer, 
relative or friend. 
We are unable to have our usual monthly meetings and social 
events due to Covid 19 but we are only a phone call away should 
you need information or a friendly voice to give you support at 
this difficult time  
Phone Janet (Chair) on 024 7646 0081 to see if we can be of 
any help.  “Keep well” 

Useful Village phone numbers 
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Opposing Views of HS2 

H of England High Speed Railway Action Group - Richard Lloyd (Chairman) 
It's been another eventful 3 months, despite the passing of more than 10 years since the revelation of                                                
the HS2 scheme.  No-one back then could have guessed at the crisis triggered by the Covid-19 virus,                                                   
and it wasn't much easier to make 10-year forecasts of the economy, or, for that matter, technology.                                                
Just now, public transport is viewed with the same suspicion as open-plan offices.  Video-conferencing and cycling are the hot 
trends.  We all remember the argument that the country needed high-speed broadband, not high-speed rail, and we'll soon start to see if there'll 
be a permanent shift in how we work and travel. Still, the virus crisis created a good time to bury bad news.  With the government scrabbling to 
find ways of pumping public money into the economy, the "Intent to Proceed" with further HS2 design and construction was signed off.  Pundits 
have already derided the move as a massive shot in the foot for the economy, rather than a shot in the arm.  It's also said the move was actioned 
because compensation for further delay would have been more expensive than cancellation at a later date. We'll see.  The airline industry is 
expecting a major set-back and a slow recovery, and it's hard to see why long distance rail travel should be much different.  But unlike air, rail 
faces the triple impact of video-conferencing, electric cars, and self-driving technology.  The future car offers a much reduced environmental 
penalty, and the convenience of door-to-door, secure, private transport, so where does that leave HS2?  A more imaginative government could 
have invested in any number of things to tackle global warming, and shown more regard for the need to develop products for export. For the 3rd 
year running, we've seen HS2 Ltd destroying swathes of habitat during the breeding season, while the whole area has been criss-crossed with 
fences that break up migration routes and help exterminate the wildlife. The "Early Works" have been carried out in a chaotic fashion, without 
much regard for neighbours, drivers, footpath users, wildlife, or ecology. The contractors have closed off several footpaths without permission or 
need.  Others have been kept closed many months beyond the time for which they had permission.  Despite numerous assurances, alternative 
routes have not been constructed and walkers just have to turn round and find another path.  Path users have a right in common law to clear any 
unauthorised obstruction, as long as they act "reasonably", but most won't know the legal lines of the paths or what approvals have been given 
by Solihull.  With local people looking to get more exercise on the public footpaths, all of this couldn't have happened at a worse time. Similarly, 
HS2 Ltd has no legal right to cause any significant environmental impact beyond that declared to Parliament.  That would include cutting wildlife 
routes and fencing-in paths that are legally recorded as being of "undefined width".  Environmental groups are now becoming more active in 
trying to reduce or mitigate the project's impact, most important being the Judicial Review sought by Chris Packham, crowd-funded through 
https://www.crowdjustice.com/case/rethinkhs2/. Another judicial review is in progress because of concern in London about the practicality and 
safety of the "three tunnels" scheme proposed by HS2 Ltd to get the line into Euston Station.  And we shouldn't forget the protesters at Crackley 
Wood, who've striven to preserve one of the areas of ancient woodland scheduled for destruction. Meanwhile, the planning applications for the 
Bickenhill Station and the People Mover are well overdue for decision.  It's sobering to reflect that Solihull Council is the only body with the duty 
to review these schemes.  The design of these major projects will have a huge impact on how passengers perceive HS2, and they warrant a full 
critical assessment by a team of experts. At a first look, the station appears to be a sprawling behemoth through which passengers will have to 
trudge for miles, while the "21st century" people-mover delivers passengers to the Airport forecourt, and not into the terminal itself.  Nothing of 
course can be done at this stage to move the station closer to Birmingham International on the other side of the M42, nor can the Birmingham 
Curzon Street terminus be moved any closer to New Street. It doesn't bode well for the Airport's hope of attracting Londoners to fly over us, 
rather than their own city. 9 years ago, the Action Group delivered information sheets to every house in the area.  Much of what we foretold is 
coming to pass, though we didn't foresee how the damage would be compounded by the non-compliance of contractors with previous 
assurances.  All we have, to protect residents and our interests, are the powers vested in Solihull Council, so we have to hope they soon get a 
better grip of the situation. 

 

HS2’s works near Meriden - High Speed Two (HS2) is the new high speed railway for Britain. Early works for HS2 are 
carried out by a joint venture between Laing O’Rourke and Murphy & Sons known as LM, and main works are carried 
out by Balfour Beatty VINCI known as BBV. LM’s works closest to Meriden are concentrated near the A452, A45 and 
M42, which surround the site of the future HS2 Interchange Station. Throughout mid-2020, earthworks, surveys and 
utility works will continue on Northway Island and on the B4438, A452, A446 and M42. To continue to minimise 
disruption, where possible, LM’s traffic measures will be carried out overnight. In preparation for construction to begin 
later in the year, BBV have begun the creation of access junctions and haul roads, test piling, utility diversions and 
compound set up. BBV’s closest works to Meriden will be off the A452 Kenilworth Road, B4102 Meriden Road and 
Diddington Lane in Hampton-in-Arden.                                                                                                                                          
HS2 during the coronavirus pandemic - HS2 are continually reviewing the works on their construction sites in line with 
Government and Public Health England (PHE) advice on dealing with coronavirus. The Government’s current 
coronavirus strategy makes clear that construction activity can continue as long as it complies with this guidance. 
Those sites that are still working are doing so because they can operate within the guidelines.                                       
Stay in touch with HS2 - We advise subscribing to HS2 in Solihull at  www.hs2insolihull.co.uk  to receive live news 
updates about all of HS2’s works in Solihull, as well as information on community and business funding, station 
engagement and traffic measures. You can get in touch with HS2 via their Helpdesk team all day, every day of the year 
on, 08081 434 434, and at  hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk  if you have any enquiries.                                                             
 Find out more about HS2 at: www.hs2.org.uk   

  

 

 

 
 

ez LOCKSMITH 
Lee Clements & Sons 
01676 578278 

Full Mobile Locksmith Service 
 

All locks changed supplied and fitted 
 

Garage Locks  High Security Locks 
 

Extra Security Window Locks 
 

Key Cutting 
 
 

Full locking mechanisms replaced/serviced 
New handles 

Dropped doors re-aligned 
 

Run for Dog lovers by Dog Lovers 

 

  

 

 

 

Local Bookkeeper 
 

" Making Tax Digital" 
 

Are you ready for the new 
system of VAT filing with 

HMRC? 
This came into effect as from 
April 2019 - Let me do it for 

you! 
 

I am a local bookkeeper / 
accountant looking to take on 
new clients to process your 

bookkeeping, VAT, payroll and 
accounts preparation digitally 

using Sage Software. 
 

I will ‘collect and deliver’ 
 

Call Fran on  
07940 700284 

 

UPVC Door problems 
01676 523192 home                
07970 119142 mobile               

email: aguaflameuk@gmail.com 
Terry Griffiths   

� Boiler servicing and repairs 
� Boiler replacements 
� New radiators and valves 
� All plumbing work carried out 
� Fully qualified in Natural gas 
      and LPG 

� Under floor heating 
� New Bathrooms  

FFaammiillyy  rruunn  bbuussiinneessss  wwiitthh  oovveerr  4400  yyeeaarrss  
ccoommbbiinneedd  eexxppeerriieennccee  iinn  AALLLL  bbrreeeeddss..  

OOffffeerriinngg  bbooaarrddiinngg,,  ttaaxxii  sseerrvviiccee,,  ttrraaiinniinngg  
aanndd  aaddvviiccee..  VViieewwiinnggss  wweellccoommee  bbyy  

aappppooiinnttmmeenntt,,  oorr  ssiimmppllyy  ggiivvee  uuss  aa  ccaallll  ffoorr  
aa  ffrriieennddllyy  cchhaatt  ttoo  ddiissccuussss  yyoouurr  bbeesstt  

ffrriieenndd’’ss  nneeeeddss.  

Harvest Hill Kennels 

 

 

Harvest Hill Cottage 
Harvest Hill Lane, Allesley 
Coventry 
CV5 9DE 
02476 404608 or 07584 294144 
Harvesthillkennels.co.uk 
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Meriden in time of Plague 1349 -2020 

                                                               We know from the historical record when the ‘Sweating 
sickness’ affected the population badly such as 1485 and 
1551. A very serious bout of Influenza spread through the 
entire country including Warwickshire from 1557 to 1559.  We 
have no surviving parish registers for Alspath/Meriden but it is 
likely we had more deaths than normal from the number of 
wills proved in those years. Richer inhabitants left wills so, as 
this was a poor village with a small population, we might 
deduce if 5 wills proved in 1557- 59  a larger group of people 
than normal had died. Land transactions also indicate more 
owners died between these dates. A leading historian writing 
on this period noted a 20% population decline caused by 
epidemics of typhus, pneumonia and starvation from poor 
harvests leading to lower fertility rates.  Unnamed illnesses 
affected rich and poor. In 1617/18, we find Meriden parish 
authorities seizing goods valued at nothing - ! - belonging to a 
pauper couple living near the Dowlands on the edge of 
Meriden Heath and at the same time noting the death of rich, 
elderly Mistress Ann Mottishead, guardian of her underage 
grandsons William, the heir and his brothers to valuable 
village property including a large, prosperous inn. To return to 
the bubonic plague, the final bout affecting all the country 
was in 1665. By then, we do have a parish register, though not 
perfectly kept.  We learn from modern research that the 
plague was endemic in later summer months:  August and 
September, with the bacteria active between temperatures of 
15.5 and 23.8 C (60-75 F.) I was told that no one died in the 
village of this bout of plague but this seems incorrect. The first 
death of a likely group of victims was Sarah wife of Rev Bryan 
Snell, the vicar, on 29 August, but six more died in September 
and another in October.  This included husband and wife, 
John and Mary Adcocks and their niece. He was the 
wheelwright in the Woodyard where people passing through 
the village entered or left and might stop for a repair to a 
vehicle. The others were their neighbours. All died and were 
buried on the same day, sure sign of dangerous disease. A 
map of the Woodyard is below.                                                           

As I write, we are in Lockdown from what our ancestors would 
have called a Pestilence. Though this is by no means the first 
time plagues have struck, I was surprised to learn of so many 
limitations imposed on the population reminiscent of now 
even by 1665 and The Great Plague of London. Meriden had 
always been a healthy place, so finding so many references to 
serious illness here comes as a surprise. When I was quite 
young, I heard about a plague burial at the top of Meriden Hill, 
near Millison’s Wood. I didn’t ask any questions then. As a 
trained historian, the legend of such a burial remaining in 
people’s memory for centuries makes me suspicious, except 
there were two different contributors belonging to 
generations before mine and no longer with us. Surely there 
must have been something to bring this tale to mind? It was 
suggested that the dead had been brought from Coventry.  I 
did read that Coventry had purchased land when its church 
yards were full in 1349 but with no indication in print of the 
whereabouts of this land. Bringing bodies more than 5 miles 
also seemed rather unlikely. The first ‘Great Pestilence’, the 
bubonic plague that, from Victorian days, became known as 
the ‘Black Death’ arrived in Coventry in late March 1349. On 
April 6, the authorities reported the death of William de Irreys, 
the Prior of St Mary’s, the original cathedral. There were many 
property transfers in and around Coventry from then until 
1355 but the period of high, concentrated death rate was 
ending by late autumn 1349. We may assume a similar pattern 
in nearby villages. Alspath/Meriden would be a target being on 
the main road from London.  I had almost dismissed the story 
of a plague pit on the outskirts of the village out of hand but 
recently read an article in ‘Current Archaeology’ on the 
discovery of a rural plague burial site in Lincolnshire from this 
same era. The population of Alspath and its adjacent hamlets 
like Meriden was small but so was the graveyard at St 
Laurence’s church. If between 35% and 50% of the population 
died in a short time, an emergency burial plot beyond the 
vicarage might have been chosen as in Lincolnshire. We have 
no statistics for our tiny village in 1340s nor have I found if any 
of our parish priests died from the plague. I need to visit the 
Lichfield Diocesan Records in Stafford when it is open again to 
look at the Bishop’s appointments. If true that there had been 
a plague burial site then or later, modern evidence must have 
brought it to mind. Were bones found in 1940 when the 
pasture fields were converted by ploughing to arable for the 
War effort? In London, the soldier–courtier Sir Walter Maunny 
had the task of arranging vast, new burial plots, some outside 
the city walls, for King Edward III. Sir Walter married the king’s 
cousin Margaret Brotherton, an Alspath landowner c 1353, so 
would control her land after that date when later plagues 
struck in 1359 and 1361. There is little evidence of plague ‘pits’ 
in London. When Cross Rail excavations discovered Christian 
burials of this period, these were in orderly ranks often in 
coffins facing east, occasionally named. From this period on 
many influenza type plagues and typhoid are recorded.       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Meriden Surgery      01676 522252 
School House, 200 Main Road, Meriden, CV7 7NG 

Dr M Bhandal Dr S Barratt Dr A Carlile 
Dr T Nadeem Dr R Horsley (Partners) 

Associates GP; Dr L Whitehead, Dr A Omokanye, Dr T Edwards 
www.balsallcommon grouppractice.co.uk 

Opening hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 8.30am to 6pm 
                  Wednesday 8.30am to 12.00 
 

For details on how to obtain medical help when the surgery is closed please phone 01676 935000 

Firstly, I would like to thank all patients for their patience and understanding with the constant changes in how we have delivered 
primary care since the onset of the COVID19 Pandemic. Our operating procedures set down by NHS England are changing on a daily 
basis. 
During COVID19 to date we have adapted the way we provide care in General Practice to meet the needs of patients and our 
colleagues in all areas of the NHS: 

� Working with our colleagues at Arden, Hampton and Dorridge surgeries (collectively known as The Solihull Rural Primary 
Care Network Group) to ensure we can deliver health care with, at times greatly reduced staffing levels due to staff with 
COVID19 and in isolation. Also ensuring we can share the risk of all clinicians and staff across the network by allocating 
various management of care to each practice. Patients are directed to the appropriate surgery when the service is 
requested at their own surgery.  

� Regular video conferences with NHS partners locally to ensure adequate processes are in place to support patients across 
the Primary Care Network 

� Triaging all patient issues by phone to manage issues with as little face to face contact with patients as possible. Patients 
are still being seen face to face but only when absolutely necessary. 

� Using video consultations to consult with patients 
� Offering urgent GP care from the practice on a Saturday and Sunday to alleviate pressures on the out of hours service 
� Opening both Easter Bank Holidays and the 8th May bank holiday to alleviate pressures on the out of hours service 

As of today, 28 04 2020 the following information details how you can access GP Services 
You must now telephone your GP practice – DO NOT attend in person. 
Your GP practice will then arrange the best care for you depending on your need.  This will likely be a phone call or video call. 
If you do need to see a doctor face-to-face, then this will be arranged for you and it may be in a different location. 
Alternatively, use the online NHS 111 service or call NHS 111. 
We do not take prescription requests over the telephone – these can be dropped in at the practice or local pharmacy or sent via 
email to bcm.prescriptionrequest@nhs.net or faxed to 01676292005 
IF YOU HAVE SYMPTOMS OF CORONAVIRUS INFECTION (COVID-19) 

� Stay at home and do not leave your house for 7 days from when your symptoms started.  This will help protect others in 
your community whilst you are infectious.  You should: 

� plan ahead and ask others for help to ensure that you can successfully stay at home 
� ask your employer, friends and family to help you to get the things you need to stay at home 
� stay at least 2 metres (about 3 steps) away from other people in your home whenever possible 
� sleep alone, if that is possible 
� wash your hands regularly for 20 seconds, each time using soap and water 
� stay away from vulnerable individuals such as the elderly and those with underlying health conditions as much as possible 

You do not need to contact your GP Practice or call NHS111 to go into self-isolation. 
 You will need to self-isolate for 7 days. After 7 days: 
·         If you do not have a high temperature, you do not need to self-isolate; 
·         If you still have a high temperature, keep self-isolating until your temperature returns to normal. 
If your symptoms worsen during home isolation or are no better after 7 days contact online/call the NHS 111 service. 
If you, or the person you are caring for, is struggling to breathe, has a fast pulse, their hands or lips are cold and/or blue, are 
drowsy, confused or difficult to wake, has tightness in their chest, or is unable to speak a short sentence, dial NHS 111 or 999 
immediately. 
If you need any other medical help, or advice, please contact your GP surgery between the hours of 8:30am and 6.30pm, and NHS 
111 between the hours of 6.30pm and 8.30am for advice. In case of emergency, call 999. 
I should like to thank the Balsall Common and Berkswell Community Help (07515570887) and the Meriden Community Emergency 
Action Team (07483371204) for the help and support they have given patients in this very difficult time. 
Finally, I should like to thank the Practice team and NHS colleagues for all the help and support they have given patients and their 
colleagues in delivering health care during this Pandemic.  
 
Dr Anne Vallet 
We are very sorry to inform you that Dr Anne Vallet passed away at her home in Wirral on 24.04.2020 our thoughts are with Claire 
her daughter and her family. 
 
Joanne Hope, Practice Manager 
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2. Youth Council - Cllr James Hughes has taken the lead for setting up a Youth Council.  He is supported by 
Cllr Weaver and Cllr Woollard. Key aims of the strategy are:- 
� Identify young talent in the community to ensure the council is both delivering a good service now 

and long into the future, 
� Incorporate young people into the decision-making process within their community, giving young 

people a voice on issues important to them, 
� Equip young people in the parish with the skills and infrastructure to better their future in an 

increasingly complex and competitive world. 
If you are interested in being involved email: James.hughes@meridenparishcouncil.org.uk 

3. Meriden Library - The Parish Council has worked with SMBC Library Services to sustain a Library and its 
building in Meriden.  The Parish Council has been reserving funds from precept to match fund SMBC for 
the first floor strengthening works so the library building may be better used.  The purpose will be the 
relocation of the parish council office to the first floor and with the clerk on site the opportunity for 
increased access to the library may be offered to residents and for community use.   

4. War Memorials - The Parish Council successfully completed the transfer of the War Memorial from St 
Laurence Church PCC.  A clean up of the site was undertaken prior to Remembrance Day service by the 
Parish Council.  Further maintenance is required and the pre-submission application has been accepted 
by the Heritage Lottery Fund Memorials Trust for a formal application for funding for the maintenance 
and repairs required.   A successful meeting was also held with the Conservators of the National Cyclists 
Memorial for funding to carry out cleaning and maintenance of the Memorial.  The centenary service is 
scheduled for May 2021. 

5. Climate Emergency - The Parish Council declared a Climate Emergency in January 2020.  Volunteers are 
required for a task and finish group to look at what may be done within the parish and at a local level.  
If you are interested please contact the clerk. 

6. Meriden Pool - The Friends Group continues to steer the work at Meriden Pool which is looking great.  
There is crossover with SMBC Rangers and Public Realm officers in supporting the volunteers.  An 
additional picnic bench has been sited and another bench has been purchased by Meriden Bloomers 
for seating on the rear pathway.  The Meriden Mag has donated funds for a further seat to be sited on 
the newly created pathway to enjoy the views.  Plans to have a history board are also under way.  
There is work to do and anyone wishing to get involved would be welcomed by the group.   The 
Christmas calendars raised funds to assist with hand tools for volunteer maintenance.  Thank you to 
everyone who supported the Friends Group in purchasing a calendar.   

7. Keep Meriden Clean Campaign -Cllr Woollard is leading on this great initiative and the first “litter pick” 
was held in February with 19 volunteers.  Dates had been scheduled for the last Saturday in every 
month thereafter but, due to the current lockdown situation, all dates have been postponed until later 
in the year.  Anyone wishing to get involved please send an  email to:- 
   Marie.woollard@meridenparishcouncil.org.uk 

 
SUMMARY 
On behalf of all councillors, we thank all our contractors and especially Barbara Bland our Parish Clerk. I 
hope for the rest of this year all of us stay well and stay positive. Cllr Rosie Weaver BEM, Chair Meriden 
Parish Council 

Clerk: Barbara Bland, 55 James Dawson Drive, Millisons Wood, Coventry, CV5 9QJ 
T: 01676 522474   M: 07767 162423   E: barbarablandmpc@btconnect.com 

www.meridenparishcouncil.org.uk 
 

Meriden in time of Plague 1349 -2020 

                                                               period, teacher Mrs Louisa Higton died of it. This, without any 
cause, can be found in the parish burial register. Two weeks 
Christmas holiday was followed after a period of very poor 
weather, with up to 40% pupil absent from 7-18 February. 
Many had ‘coughs and colds’, but most likely it was the flu 
again if compared with local newspaper reports. 

The picture above, from c1450, shows the house (the one 
with trees) where the Adcocks died in September 1665 

Another disfiguring illness with a high death rate was ‘variola’ 
or smallpox. Queen Elizabeth 1 developed it in 1563 and 
almost died. A well-known local historian of my parents’ 
generation, Dr Arthur Gooder, discovered there had been a 
smallpox epidemic in the district in 1733, publishing an 
academic article about it. In Meriden, a likely group of victims 
is listed in the parish registers: John Latham and wife 
Katherine in late January, three more in February and two 
relatives in late spring. Another date was in 1762 with his 
tombstone telling us that Richard Taylor died of it. He too lived 
in the Woodyard. At Rotten Row, a group of poor labourers’ 
cottages, near the entrance to Meriden Hall, one tenant, 
William Loach, caught it. He was nursed and buried at the 
parish expense according to our Poor Law records.                          
In the spring of 1918 the H1N1 virus had a global effect for 
over 2 years. Popularly known as the ‘Spanish Flu’ this name 
developed because Spain had no publishing restrictions or 
press censorship as a non- combatant in the Great War (1914-
19). This virus mutated in early 1918, spreading with troop 
movements. Meriden School Log book gives us a clear picture 
of its development in the three separate phases spoken of in 
history books. Firstly in late June and early July, 1918 the 
school registers begin to record events: a teacher was ill and 
absent at the end of June; from 1-5 July there was poor pupil 
attendance. This mirrored other schools’ experience and 
Meriden’s was officially closed for 10 days from 8-18 July by 
the medical authority.  The next period of absence was in late 
October and November. This was mainly because pupils were 
caring for their parents at home. From 4-25 November, the 
County Medical Officer closed the premises. During this  

 

The Woodyard (see plan on left page) is off the Green, 
opposite Thatched Cottage. The path running through 
the middle was originally the roadway heading for 
Great Packington and Coleshill, then north to Chester 
and beyond. It degenerated as a road after the 
creation of the present one going to Stonebridge. 

 
The baby class at Meriden School, at about the time that the 
Spanish Flu hit the area in 1918/9. The teacher was a friend of 
the lady who died. 

There has been no pandemic for a century, until now, 
despite warnings from various experts and groups that 
governments should have put in place measures to avoid a 
crisis. In the intervening years, we have experienced a 
number of major threats such as the Asian flu in 1957, 
1968/70 and a limited outbreak of smallpox in C20th. Ebola, 
SARS and MERS are threats in other regions in C21st. Covid-
19 will not be conquered, we are warned, until we have an 
effective vaccine.                                         Doreen Agutter 

Editor’s note – The Woodmen of Arden article, which 
was due to be included in this edition of the Mag, has 
been postponed until the Autumn issue to allow us to 
include this plague article which we felt was very 
relevant for current times. Thanks, as always, to 
Doreen for all the hard work that goes into these 
excellent local history articles. 

Used Stamps 

A charity called Medical                                      
Missionary News would be                                            
very grateful to receive the used stamps off your 
envelopes. Please leave at least 1” all around when 
cutting them. Please hand them in at Lloyds Chemist 
on the Green. The money raised will be used to buy 
medical supplies for war-torn countries overseas. 
Thank You. 
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LITTLE ANGELS PRE-SCHOOL 
 

  TAKING BOOKINGS  
FOR SEPTEMBER 2020 NOW! 

 
 

 

We are open 7.30am-6.00pm and have sessional and full time spaces 
available for 2 - 4 year olds. 

 
We accept 15 & 30 hour funding and tax free childcare schemes. 

 
We can also provide afternoon care for children attending Meriden 
Primary School nursery next year. Non-funded and funded places 

available (Did you know that you can split your 30 hours entitlement 
between both settings?) 

 
For more information or to book your child's place, please contact us 

at info@littleangelsgroup.co.uk or 07812127772 

 

We look forward to opening the salon as soon as we are allowed to and seeing 
all our lovely clients again. We know that we will have to operate slightly  
differently and are closely monitoring the Government guidelines in order that  
we can be fully compliant.  We want to ensure that the re-opening of the salon is a smooth process. We’re 
not currently sure of numbers in the salon at any one time, so it would be helpful to know in advance who 
wants an appointment as soon as we re-open. We invite you to email rosemary@blitzbeauty.co.uk  with 
your name, telephone number and the appointments you would like, in priority order. Then we will have 
an active waiting list and be able to call you and make appointments in advance of the salon opening date. 
If you would like to be added to our mailing list please email jo@blitzbeauty.co.uk  
You can also follow us on Facebook blitz beauty. We are doing regular updates and helpful videos to keep you going 
whilst we are closed. 
We look forward to receiving your emails. With much love and well wishes, Jo and all the girls @ blitz 

blitz 
Beauty Salon 

9-11 Birmingham Rd. 
Millison’s Wood 

All aspects of Beauty Therapy 
including; Manicures, Pedicures, 
Waxing, Eye treatment, Facials, 
CACI facials and body treatments, 
Microdermabrasion, Massages, 
Hopi Ear Candles, Gel Nails and 

Extensions, Body Wraps,  
Hot Stone Massage, Spray Tanning 
and Vertical Sun bed, Vibroplate 

 

 

Officer 100% for 2020-2021.  Currently 145 tickets have been issued with 120 fines paid, generating an 
income of £3,000. 
5. Speeding through the village is a problem - Speedwatch was reinstated in October 2019 with insurance 
and support from WM police team in place. The team comprising police, parish council and volunteers has 
carried out 4 sessions with 60 letters sent out by West Midlands Police.  We have a trained volunteer team 
of 12 supporting Speed Watch. If you are interested in joining the Speedwatch team please email: 
Jon.Barber@meridenparishcouncil.org.uk 

SPORT 
1. A swing in the park for disabled children - Sports Park Directors have considered the introduction of a 
disabled swing. However, scoping works carried out by playground specialists identified the need to 
redesign areas of the existing play area due to the minimum space required for swing movement without 
impacting safety of park users.  Currently, there is the basket swing for multi-use. However, a better 
solution will be considered for the future. 
2. More sports opportunities for children and young people - Sports Park Directors are discussing 
opportunities with external providers for Saturday football training; resurrection of Junior and Youth teams 
and an improved sports camp offer to families for their children/young people to participate in sports 
activities.  The Girls FA Wildcat programme has proved very popular and has moved to Meriden School for 
winter training. 
3. “Velo was not a good idea”.  “Need more public consultation on future Velo events etc” - The Velo 
event has proven unpopular with many residents due to restriction of access to and from homes from the 
many road closures imposed.  SMBC lead on the event and many representations have been made to 
officers for a re-routing of the event to provide residents with greater movement on event day and for  use 
of local stewards with knowledge of the road networks in and around Meriden.  Currently with Covid-19 
the event is cancelled for 2020.   

NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
1. Keep development to a minimum - The parish council appointed a Consultant to assist with the “call for 
sites” minimising the impact of future developments in our local community.  Independent assessments 
were carried out on the suitability of identified sites in Meriden, with the outcome of only one being 
considered which had been previously put forward for development.   
2. Neighbourhood plan feedback from residents – “excellent document we need to protect our fabulous 
green spaces” - The Neighbourhood Development Plan has been a long process for all those involved in its 
creation for the protection of Meriden’s history and sustainability of its future.  We are lucky that the Parish 
retains much of its rural charm whilst being accessible to Birmingham, Coventry and Solihull with good road 
and transport networks.  Of course, key to this is Meriden’s landscape and historical value being part of the 
historic Vale of Arden and protected Meriden Gap.   
3.”Lets push for affordable housing to attract young families into the village to build future generations 
in the community”, “Affordable housing for people tied to the parish”, “Covenants to stop affordable 
housing being extended and sold at a profit which always happens and then they’re not affordable”.  - All 
Parish Council negotiations with developers and housing associations will be to provide the best offer for a 
sustainable future for Meriden’s community. 
GENERAL UPDATES 
1.  Neighbourhood Development Plan nears completion with Regulation 14 concluded and the process is 

about to go to Regulation 16.  SMBC is currently reviewing the NDP and we await their outcome prior 
to submitting to the Planning Inspectorate with a community Referendum expected next year. 
Unfortunately the process has been delayed once more due to Covid-19.   
The NDP can be accessed on www.meridenparishcouncil.org.uk 
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This Annual Report for 2019-2020 is mostly based on the Annual Assembly held in April 2019 where 
members of the parish council met with members of the community. The issues raised were many and this 
reports the actions taken by the Parish Council.  

Due to Covid-19, meetings and actions since March have had to be suspended. However, a joint initiative 
with St Laurence Church was set up in March 2020 “The Meriden Helpline”. All households got a leaflet 
through the door just before lockdown with a single phone number for any resident who needs help with 
shopping, collection of medication or just someone to talk to. I would like to thank the volunteers who 
answer the phone (we’ve answered 350 calls so far) and the 55 volunteers who are asked to venture out or 
call someone who needs a chat. We are working closely with SMBC, the local school and GP practice The 
NHS have helped us with PPE equipment and we have provided gloves and gel. There have been many acts 
of kindness by others, too many to mention, and we appreciate every single one.  

The Helpline Number is 07483 371204 8am to 8pm every day 

FEEDBACK FROM THE ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 
THE ENVIRONMENT  
1. Recycling plant, quarries and air pollution - The Parish Council listened to residents and worked in 

partnership with SMBC public health and the Environment Agency for monitoring equipment to be 
placed in the parish.   You will have noticed the monitoring stations sited in the sports park car park by 
the EA and near Meriden C. of E. Primary School by SMBC Public Health.   Data will be recorded and 
evaluated after 3-6 months of monitoring. 

2. The effects of HS2 - The Parish Council continue to promote the attendance of HS2/LM/BBV at parish 
council meetings on a quarterly basis for residents to receive updates, raise their concerns and receive 
answers to their questions.  The recent review concluded the project will go ahead and work will 
continue on M42 junction 6, A446 and A452.  Work is already progressing on the new road layouts and 
station build. The community engagement team continue to organise drop-ins and information updates 
and these are publicised on the parish council website, Facebook page and noticeboards.   

BUS SERVICE, TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS 
1. Parking restrictions - Phase 1 has been completed with refresh of yellow lines, no loading and time 

restrictions supported by the Enforcement Officer.  Phase 2 has been out for consultation and has been 
shared on the Parish Council Facebook page and website. These works will continue by SMBC based 
upon public feedback. 

2.  Disabled carpark spaces - The parish council has put this request to SMBC highways officers for their       
suggestions. 
3.  Bus services on Sundays and transport services for villages with additional needs (elderly and vision 
impaired) - The Parish Council continue to liaise with Transport for West Midlands for sustainable transport 
services connecting Meriden to Birmingham, Coventry and Solihull.  After a period of uncertainty, 
Community Transport took over “the little blue bus” linking to service 89.  Service 82 (now the X20) 
introduced very welcome increased connectivity for our community, by adding connections to Stratford-
upon-Avon via Solihull Station and Shirley. 
4. Enforcement Officer - The trial initiative of Meriden’s own Enforcement Officer jointly funded by the 
Parish Council and SMBC has proved successful.  Moving forward we will be funding the Enforcement  
 

ANNUAL REPORT 2019 – 2020 
 

We started 2020 with speakers on various topics beginning with “Who Killed the 
Red Baron”, information about Coventry City of Culture 2021 and a “My Job” talk 
from a new member followed by a talk about APS Support UK (Antiphospholipid 
Syndrome). We watched the debating team from Heart of England School who 
were going to represent our club in the Rotary Youth Speaks Competition. 

Paul Spencer visited again and this time explained the importance of having a correctly drawn up Power of Attorney and 
we heard about the wonders and history of Birmingham Cathedral. Our last speaker in the “normal” world was Phil 
Taylor who amazed us with his magic. 
A representative from TS Stirling Sea Cadets joined a meeting and we were able to present a cheque for £250 for the help 
they gave to us collecting in local villages with the Santa Sleigh. TS Stirling has now received the sports kit we donated 
but we have been unable to photograph a presentation due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
As a result of a casual conversation between one of our members and one of his contractors, we were able to donate £224 
to TS Stirling to help four of their cadets who come from deprived families, to take up their places in a summer trip to an 
American military base in the USA. The same member was also able to get one of his suppliers, Howdens Joinery Ltd, to 
donate £500 towards our Golf Day which raises funds to send about a hundred severely disabled children from 
Woodlands School to take part in “Kids Out Day” at Drayton Manor Theme Park. 
We had a visitor from the Rotary Club of Melkbos in South Africa, who about 20 years ago was a work colleague of one 
of our members and she brought greetings from her club and we exchanged banners and sent back our greetings.  
On the 17th March we decided to suspend future face to face meetings of the Rotary Club of Meriden due to the Covid-
19 pandemic in line with government advice.  However, we have begun to use “Zoom” as a way of keeping in touch and 
continuing our meetings. Our fourth Zoom meeting took place on Tuesday 21st April when most of our members joined 
in. We are now planning to include some interesting speakers in our weekly Zoom meetings.  
During the last four weeks we have been able to obtain a £400 donation from Aldi for a Coventry homeless charity. 
Members are also donating some money saved by not meeting weekly to the Trussell Trust food bank in Chelmsley 
Wood. We have also donated to Woodlands School food bank and we have been able to help with the operating costs of 
some of the local volunteer Covid-19 groups that have been established to help those who are vulnerable and self-
isolating in their homes. We have also contributed to the cost of materials used by two local people who are 
manufacturing PPE for the NHS on 3D printers. 
We are normally a busy and friendly club and you can find out more about our activities and Rotary in general on our 
new website, which is still under development, just Google “Meriden Rotary”.  
If anyone would like to join with us to hear any of these speakers, they are welcome to make contact through our website 
www.meridenrotary.org.uk to request a Zoom meeting invitation. Details of our guest speakers and dates will be 
announced soon. 
The Rotary Club of Meriden would like to wish everyone  
good health during the difficult times that we are living through. 
Geoff Arthur, President  
 

 

Donald Keeble 
 

11th May 1927- 6th April 
2020 

 

Meriden Rotary Club 
were very sad to 

announce the death of  
Donald Keeble,  

a founder member of 
the Club 

 

Donald was a founder member of the Rotary Club of 
Meriden. He was the 7th President in 1985/6 and served as 
Treasurer several times totalling about 12 years. He was a real 
“Gentleman”. He was kind and unselfish and he only very 
rarely missed a club meeting. For most of his working life he 
worked for Barclays Bank where he was a bank manager. His 
wife Lilah died in 2017 and his daughter Gaynor, who is a 
professional opera singer, lives locally. He attended his last 
Rotary meeting about 6 weeks before he died. His memory of 
events and wise contributions to our meetings will be missed. 
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Battleships  
        

       2,1 

       1 

       4,1 

       1,1 

       6 

       1 

       1,2 

1,1 1,1,1 5 1,1 3,1,1 1,1 1,1  
 

BATTLESHIPS - HOW TO PLAY:- The numbers around the grid 
indicate the number of occupied squares in the row or column. 
E.g. 1,3 means the row contains one occupied square then at 
least one space then 3 consecutive occupied squares. There 
may be spaces before the single square and after the 3 
consecutive ones. Fill in the grid so that the numbers tally and 
it contains 3 cruisers (4 squares long), 3 launches (2 squares 
long) and 3 buoys (single squares). Boats are always horizontal 
or vertical in the grid and may occupy touching squares. 

PUZZLE PAGE – No. 4 

Add Up 

  

   

 

    

     

12 9 

32 

41 

4 

ADD UP – HOW 
TO PLAY :- The 
number in each 
circle is the sum 
of the two 
immediately 
below it. No 
circle contains 
zero. Can you 
fill in all the 
numbers?

WORD LADDER: -Change one letter at a time, but not the 
position of any letter, to make a new word on each rung, 
from top to bottom, using the exact number of rungs 

T I M E 

    

    

    

    

    

W A R P 

C O L D 

    

    

    

    

    

F E E T 

There may be more than one answer. 

PATHFINDER:- Starting from the shaded centre 
letter, move up, down or sideways (but NOT 
diagonally) to find the path through  21 words, 
all meaning to ‘move on foot’. 

WORD CHAIN – Place the groups of letters 
listed below into the boxes to form a chain of 
words, so that each box makes a word when 
paired up with the next box. 

R 

 SPOT THE LOCAL LANDMARK 

How observant are you? These are all visible from roads in and around 
Meriden and Millison’s Wood.  Mark them on the map opposite. 

 

 

 
 

 

How many 
did you 
find? 

A 

E 

F 
D 

CB 

K J I 

H G 

O N M L 
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07542 733152 
For all your motoring needs 

A B SERVICES 

� Servicing 
� Diagnostics 
� Repairs 
� All work undertaken 
� No job too small  
� Modern Vehicles to Classics 
� Fully mobile 
Call Alex on 07542 733152 
Quote ‘Meriden Mag’ for  
10% labour discount 

 

 

A Thank you message 

We are sure that many 
Meriden Residents will 
agree with us that we 
should send an enormous 
‘Thank you’ to the many 
people who have helped in the community during 
the present lockdown. Especial appreciation to the 
Community Emergency Action Team set up by Rev 
Lynda Lilley and the Parish Council. They have 
recruited an army of volunteers who have provided 
help to individuals in the community. Neighbours 
have looked out for each other and many people 
have kept in touch with friendly phone calls.  

A special mention must go to the Queen’s Head for 
their daily lunch deliveries and to Budgens for 
delivering grocery orders. 

Thank you all, you have helped to make lockdown 
less isolating  

Sue Fuller and Elizabeth Spencer  

MIDLANDS COMMUNITY DRAW 2020 
The draw is organised by 10 Rotary Clubs including 
Meriden. Draw tickets bearing their names and logos 
are issued to participating good causes. The tickets are 
sold for £1 each, and 80p of this is immediately the 
property of the good cause. 20p per ticket, covering 
costs and the prize fund, is remitted to the organising 
Rotary Club along with the ticket stubs ahead of the 
draw which will be held in November. 
There is a first prize of £1,000, with further prizes 
dependant on the number of tickets sold. In 2019 there 
were additional prizes of £250, £100, and 12 of £50. 
There is no cost to participating good causes and all 
legal requirements are covered by the Rotary Clubs. 
The Draw has proved to be very attractive for those 
wishing to raise small sums of money but with prizes 
that a draw organised by them could not afford. In 
2019 £16,000 was raised by 60 good causes. Meriden 
Rotary Club had 8 good causes who raised £1,800. 
Good causes included sports clubs, scouts, medical 
and socially deprived groups, village halls and a 
myriad of others. 
Meriden Rotary Club will again be participating in the 
2020 Draw, and is looking to hear from good causes 
who might wish to raise £250 upwards. Good causes 
do not have to be registered charities, but must 
demonstrate benefit to the community. 

Any interested good cause should contact 
meriden@midlandcommunitydraw.org.uk 

 

 

BERKSWELL ROAD  
MERIDEN  
CV7 7LB 

 

ROOM HIRE AVAILABLE FOR WEDDINGS, 
PARTIES, CHRISTENINGS etc. 

CATERING, MUSIC & ROOM DECORATION 
CAN BE ARRANGED 

 

 

Call: Abbie on  
01676 522430 

Abbie and James send their very best 
wishes to all their customers, both old 
and new, and promise that as soon as 
possible within the Government 

guidelines you will be assured of a very  
warm welcome! 

 

A message from Councillor Ian Courts “Hindsight is a wonderful thing, hope is better” 

When I wrote in January, “2020 is already shaping up as another year of challenges....”  little did I think we would be 
faced with this world-wide coronavirus pandemic, that we would be under attack by this invisible, undiscriminating 
enemy.  Now, as I write this, on 1st May, it is hard to grasp it all, so many lives lost, families ripped apart or turned 
upside down. Can we now have room for hope amidst the many tragedies? I say that we must. 
As Leader of Solihull Council, I have worked with officers and health experts to navigate, as best we can, a way 
through this pandemic, to prioritise help for the most vulnerable, safeguard lives, prioritise council services, deal with 
the additional responsibilities taken on from government. 
 

As a Council, we have had to manage our services to reduce infection, which has involved shutting down many of our 
public places, yet still providing the services residents need and expect, such as weekly waste bin collections.  By the 
time you read this, garden waste collections should have been resumed.   
Behind the scenes we have had to reorganise ourselves to focus support on our most vulnerable, usually with help 
from our magnificent communities, whom I thank sincerely for what they have done. How heartening has it been to 
see the compassion and kindness shown by my fellow citizens, helping others get through.   
 

Meriden was there up front with their support. St Laurence Church and the Parish Council were some of the 
first in the country to arrange a Community Emergency Action Team. On the first week of lockdown, 
every home in the village had a note telling people how to contact the village helpers. Marvellous. Where would 
we have been without this type of community energy? 
 
Elsewhere in the borough, local people and organisations have mobilised to help. Simple good neighbourliness on the 
one hand; on the other, schools and companies mobilising for the common good:   JLR 3D printing of PPE for the 
NHS; Solihull College donating aprons, gloves, wipes and hand gel to our care workers; National Grid supplying 
iPads and PPEs; Changan UK, providing masks. 
 
We have been working closely with our care homes, care workers and those providing care in residents’ own homes, 
to make sure they are able to continue with their vital work 
One consequence of the lockdown has been the terrible damage to our local economy.  We are starting the process of 
planning for some level of normality, although it is evident that will not simply be a return to how we were.  I have 
worked throughout with officers to look at what we can do to help businesses survive the lockdown; just as 
importantly, what we can do as we emerge through the other side 
 
We are now putting together an economic recovery plan to guide us through the next few months.  There will have to 
be a focus on towns and local centres as they emerge from lockdown. We are highlighting the need to support retailers 
and independent businesses through reinforcing the ‘Shop Local’ message.  
HS2 is having a major effect locally, as we locals know, but there will be opportunities for local businesses to benefit 
from projects such as HS2.  Our role is to work with these projects to ensure our economy- and our local economy- 
benefits.   
 
We will continue to focus on support for people, helping link people to jobs and training support.  Recognising the 
strength of our small and medium sized enterprise sector within Solihull, we will promote our individual support for 
those wanting to consider self-employment or want to develop their own business ideas. 
The task of recovery will be even more challenging when we factor in climate change. The global coronavirus crisis 
might have captured the headlines, but the environment and climate change crisis has not gone away.   The pressure 
will go on to reduce carbon emissions, invest in the borough’s natural capital, plant trees, greening the borough’s 
economy. 
 

For me personally, how humbling it was to see the long hours that my council team have had to work, the flexibility 
and resilience they have had to show, the compassion for those needing help. I have applauded them on a Thursday, as 
well as the wonderful NHS and social care teams, local pharmacy workers, delivery drivers, emergency service 
personnel, local teams in our stores making sure we have food. Thank you all. 
 
2020 will go down in history as one of this country’s most challenging years ever. Rest assured I will do my best, as 
will my officer and council member colleagues, to pull us through this crisis. 
Using Sheila’s and my wish in our Mayoral year, and as inscribed on the stones in Katherine’s Wood in Lavender Hall 
Park, Balsall Common, pray Health Happiness and Harmony to you all. Let me add the word “Hope”.   Our brand is 
“Solihull for Success” 

Cllr Ian Courts 

Leader, Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council & Portfolio Holder for the Economy 
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We hope you are keeping safe and coping in these difficult times.  
So much (and so little!) has happened in the last few months. 

Our last fundraising event was a fashion show held at the Social 
Club in March, less than two weeks before the lock-down. Whilst 
the number of attendees was lower than usual, it raised £390, 
thanks to Abbie at the Club, to those who attended and also to 
those who donated their ticket money but felt unable to attend.  

Since then, we have had to cancel all of our fundraising activities 
and most regrettably, this must now include our much-
anticipated Meriden Open Gardens event which was scheduled 
for Sunday 5th July. But all may not be lost, see later in this 
article! 

The pesky little Covid-19 virus, 450 times smaller than the width 
of a human hair, is certainly making changes to our lives, the way 
we do things and highlighting our dependency on others. But 
there have been some bright spots - whether it be sharing a smile 
or a few words whilst we wait in orderly lines outside Budgens, 
the Co-Op or Lloyds, by helping those more vulnerable, or by 
unselfishly adopting the latest guidelines – it underlines the great 
community spirit in Meriden. 

It has also shown how reliant we are on the scientific 
community to develop tools and treatments to help us 
overcome the virus.  At Cancer Research UK, some staff, 
kit and machinery have been refocussed to increase 
Covid-19 testing capacity, making PPE and supporting NHS 
activity. One strand of research is also looking at how 
COVID-19 may be tackled by the use of another virus (see 
https://scienceblog.cancerresearchuk.org/2020/04/29/fi
ghting-viruses-with-viruses for details). As CRUK’s 
Research Director Iain Foulkes says “Today our 
researchers are helping to beat COVID-19 so that 
‘tomorrow’ we can get back to beating cancer”.  

CRUK, along with all other charities great and small, will be 
more in need of our support than ever.  At present, it is 
impossible to predict when we will be able to get back into 
full fundraising mode, BUT if practical and socially 
permissible, we will look at possibly holding a scaled-back 
Meriden Open Gardens in late August.  Of course, this 
would involve some form of distancing and following all 
government guidelines and will restrict some normal 
fundraising activities but, we believe that if it is at all 
possible it would be a good thing to do for CRUK and for 
the village.  Look out for local posters and Meriden 
Facebook information closer to the time. 

In the meantime, we hope you remain safe, enjoy your 
garden and the environs of Meriden and we look forward 
to seeing you all at events in the future. 

 

Meriden volunteers 
Please contact 
Sue 01676 522540 
Carol 01676 522888 

The Gardener’s Wife 
 

(as included in the September 1981 edition of Meriden Parish News) 
 

On Saturday, 12th September the Meriden Garden and Allotments Association holds its Annual show at the Heart of England 
Club.  This is perhaps one of the busiest times of the year for the gardener and his wife because so much comes to fruition 
all at once and what cannot be eaten must be preserved in one way or another.  Nothing must be wasted because to 
discard anything edible represents not only a loss of winter food, but also a tremendous waste of the gardener’s time and 
labour. 
In my salad days, before I was married, I gave scant consideration to the implications of being married to a gardener – 
although I should have known better as my father has always been a gardener and a deal of time during my formative years 
was spent on his wartime allotment.  To this day my mother’s kitchen is full of odd vegetables and fruit brought in from the 
garden in triumph – “Look at THAT” or “Can you use this quickly because it won’t KEEP” – of a slightly rotten specimen. 
We elected to have the Authorized Version of the Marriage Service including the promise to obey, which I have more or less 
kept, except when it has been expedient to do otherwise, but were I to go through the ceremony again with my beloved, I 
think I should give consideration to re-writing the words of the service to cover contingencies which I did not foresee all 
those years ago.  It might now read something like this:- 
“Dearly beloved, we are gathered together here in the sight of God and in the face of this Allotments Association, to join 
together this Gardener and this woman . . .” 
“Wilt thou obey him when he produceth beetroot, freshly dug, which requireth cooking and which will necessitate the 
cleaning of the cooker because the saucepan hath boileth over? 
“Wilt thou serve him when he bringeth leeks in mid-winter with pounds of sticky soil thereon? 
“Wilt thou love him when his runner beans prospereth and he requireth that they be deep-frozen forthwith? 
“Wilt thou honour him when thy airing cupboard (being a dark place) shall be filled to overflowing with seed potatoes? 
“Wilt thou keep him in sickness, especially when his fingers are frozen from picking sprouts at Christmas and his language, 
thereby, is sore afflicted . . .? 
“. . . and in health when he requireth that his bumper garlic crop be hung up to dry over the front door? 
“. . . and forsaking all other forms of ready-prepared, cleaned, canned, frozen or dried, keep thee only unto fresh 
vegetables, so long as ye both shall live? 
The answer might well be: - “I will, under certain conditions.” 

S M Fuller 

  

 
 

 

unit 

 

 

 

AMS Pest Control Services 
‘Experts in Protected’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

02476 265 067 
www.ams-wm.uk 

 

Wasp Nest Treatment £60 
 

Rodent Control 
 

Insect Infestation Treatment 
 

Discreet unmarked vans 
 

Same day service available 
 

Indi Sangha 
Window Cleaning and 
Jet Washing Services 
 

Serving Meriden and Millison’s 
Wood area for over 20 years 
                        Call 07949 227402 

 

Meriden Blinds 
Buy 2 Get 1 Free * 

On All verticals, Metal venetians, and Roller Blinds 

 
 

For a friendly, free, no obligation quote 
 

CALL US ON: 01676 523642 
Or email:info@meridenblinds.co.uk 

 
We also stock Faux/ Real Wood venetians, a stunning range of fabrics 

for Roman blinds, & a range of Perfect Fit blinds ideal for conservatories 

 
All prices quoted include measuring fitting and VAT 

*Terms and conditions apply 

MERIDEN FINAL LAY UP SUMMER 2020.qxp_Layout 1  28/05/2020  08:25  Page 19



Meriden Women’s Institute 
            1918 - 2020 
Before all this strange new normal began, we enjoyed Jeni Mabey telling us 
all about cosmetic products that are made 
without any harmful substances and in March a 
very enterprising young man, Jo Vaughan 
demonstrated tempering chocolate and told us 
about his chocolate business in Knowle. We do 
hope he will survive the next few months. 

Our speakers for April and June have been 
postponed ‘til 2021 when we hope to be meeting 
again as usual. We’re very sorry to be missing the 
‘Calendar Girls’ film, but hope to have it as a               

m                                     main feature next year. 

We were very sorry to hear of Mollie Robertson passing away on April 1st. A good number of friends lined 
the Main Road on 7th May to see the cortege make the last journey to Coventry crematorium. We shall 
miss her genuine interest in all that was happening even though both her sight and mobility was 
restricted. 

While all our activities out of the home have 
been restricted, we have used our time well 
— our gardens are well in order, jigsaws 
have been completed and new recipes 
tried. Some knitting and sewing has been 
done for NHS and Care Workers – 
bereavement hearts knitted and scrub bags 

sewn – Thank you very much to Alma Russell, Sue Fuller, Chris Jones 
and Val Martin, your contributions were very much appreciated. 

A Flower quiz kept us busy guessing and VE Day was a pleasant interlude 
enjoyed at the prescribed distancing! 

A really pleasing event has happened for those members as they 
celebrate their birthdays. Each month Serena, one of our newest 
members has taken a pot of flowers to their home. This kind act has 
been very much appreciated by eight members so far. 

Laura would like to thank the man from Fairfield Rise who helped to 
change the shredded tyre of her car on the A45 as well as Albert 
Road and Grace Road residents who have been very good clapping 
and singing for her, Graham and Brian as they celebrated birthdays in 
isolation. Table Top sales have been happening as cupboards and 
drawers are cleared. 

It’s also been good to see so many ‘thank you’ rainbows posted about 
for NHS & Carers, as well as Refuse collectors and shop workers, who all keeping us going. 

Technology in the form of ‘ZOOM’ is keeping the WI committee together. Meriden Women’s Institute 
Facebook page has around 30 views for each of the items posted there. We do 
hope that members are making some connection with each other by telephone, 
letter and email. 

Keep in touch, enjoy your activities. There will be so much to talk about 
sometime in the future when we meet again. 

Thank you to Joanne 
Shenton’s son, Max, for 
creating this new digital 

picture of the Meriden Cross 

George Eliot Hospital Team 
received the bags we made 

 

Meriden Library 
 01676 522717 
www.facebook.com/meridenlib 

Readers Circle 
 

Due to the lockdown, our monthly gatherings have 
been temporarily suspended. However, we intend to 
return in September with masses of Lockdown 
Literature to share and to recommend.   
Look out for the details which will be published in the 
Autumn Meriden Mag.       

Karen Campbell, a contemporary Crime writer, is a 
former police officer from Glasgow. She published her 
debut novel, “The Twilight Time“ in 2008.  The book’s 
main character features Anna Cameron, a police officer 
in Glasgow. Anna is a new Sergeant in the Flexi Unit 
policing an inner city area. On her first day in post, she 
discovers that she will be working with her ex-partner 
Jamie, which, in turn, leads to some emotional 
problems with Jamie’s wife. At the same time Anna is 
immediately plunged into a murder case in the 
underworld of Glasgow’s notorious Drag, the haunt of 
working girls, drug dealers and sad, seedy men.  No 
punches are pulled in Campbell’s graphic scenes.  The 
murder is eventually solved, not by brilliant detective 
work but through hard graft policing in some of the 
toughest inner city areas imaginable.  This is a very 
impressive first novel. 
 
After three further police novels by Campbell, “This is 
Where I Am” (2013),   addresses a totally new theme.  
It concerns Abdi, a Somalian asylum seeker and his 
young daughter, Rebecca. Abdi understands very little 
English and none of our customs. 
 Debora, recently widowed and still very much 
mourning her loss, is drifting through life.  She 
volunteers to work part-time for The Scottish Refugee 
Council and her first job is to be allocated as a mentor 
to Abdi and his daughter.  The novel is humorous at 
times, but also touching and infuriating when many of 
the injustices of the system are exposed.  As more of 
Abdi’s story is revealed, some of which is heart-
breaking, the novel builds up to a very moving climax.  
A very powerful story, it is a strongly recommended 
read.  To quote an official reviewer   “…think you have 
a social conscience? Read this, weep and think again. 
 
Peter Moss 

 

 

 
In line with government guidelines, we had to 
temporarily close the library in Meriden, along with all 
of our other sites, on 19 March 2020, to ensure we kept 
the people of Meriden, as well as our staff, safe. 
We left the Bookstart bears in charge of looking after 
the building, and we were glad we did, as the village 
soon started its own version of “We’re Going on a 
Bearhunt”. Hopefully, some of you saw our  
bears enjoying their reading time  
as you ventured out on your daily  
walk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Most recently we decided to decorate our windows to 
celebrate the 75th anniversary of VE Day. This was a 
national event of  
such significance 
we couldn’t leave  
the library out of  
the village-wide  
“Stay at Home  
Street Party”.  
Big Ted and Little  
Ted have certainly entered into the spirit of the day. 
We’ve also been busy keeping in touch with you using 
our Facebook page and we’ve had a record-breaking 
amount of views, likes and shares.  It’s been wonderful 
to hear from our regular customers in the comments - 
we miss you! One of our posts was shared as far away 
as the USA, and has reached a total of 9,500 people to 
date!  We’ve also ensured that we can offer a digital 
service while the building is closed, by offering a range 
of eBooks, eAudio, eMagazines and Newspapers, as 
well as extending some of our usual Library resources 
like the family tree database Ancestry to you at home 
during this time. 
Looking to the future, libraries will have an important 
role to play in rebuilding social connections for 
customers who have spent months in isolation, and 
who may be feeling fragile, if not forgotten. Please rest 
assured that Meriden library’s staff will be ready and 
eager to reopen the doors and welcome you back as 
soon as it is declared safe to do so.  
Follow us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/meridenlib and find out more 
about our offers while you are staying safe at home at 
www.solihull.gov.uk/libraries 

 

Editor’s Note - Instead of our usual book review, 
we are including an “Author Review”, chosen, 
recommended and provided by Peter Moss. It 
reviews 2 of the author’s books and tells us a little 
about her. 
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Berkswell Road, Meriden, Coventry CV7 7LB 
Tel: 01676 522403     Mob: 07917518724 

Fax: 01676 523181 
Email: martin.pettiforandson@gmail.com 

A. PETTIFOR & SON LTD 
SELF  
STORAGE 
CONTAINERS 

Now available 
For home and business 

10ft &20ft (600&1200 cubic ft) 
Lockable containerised units 

Easy access with your own personal key 
Drive direct to your clean and dry unit 
10ft Containers from £18 per week 
20ft Containers from £30 per week 
Discounts available for longer periods 

Warehousing & Distribution 

 

 
 
 

 

01676 521010 
Brand new premises 
Off Marsh Lane  
Near Lincoln Farm  
Truck Stop,  B92 0LS 
Call for directions 

Call us for a 
quotation 
for your 
motoring 
needs 

 

� Servicing 
� Repairs 
� Tyres 
� Exhausts 
� Suspensions 
� Brakes 
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GGaarryy  FFrraannkklliinn    
              &  AAnnddyy  HHaawwkkiinnss  

Family Funeral Directors 
Extending a hand of friendship and support 

We understand that every family is different and we will tailor all 
arrangements to suit your needs, requirements and budget. 

 

*Traditional and Themed funerals* Private Chapels of Rest * 
 

*Available 24hours a day * Pre-Payment Funeral Plans *  
 

*Will Writing Service * 
 
 

*Help and Advice with DSS and Social Fund; both happily accepted* 

With branches in Tile Hill and 
Marston Green we are ideally 

situated to serve the communities of 
Coventry, Solihull and the 

surrounding areas. 

02476 47 3000 
333 Tile Hill Lane, Tile Hill Coventry CV4 9OU 

0121 779 5577 
50 Station Road Marston Green Birmingham  

B37 7AU 
Available 24hours a day 365 days a year 

Web site: www.franklinfunerals.co.uk 
Email:  info@franklin funerals.co.uk 

The Acorn Funeral 

from £1250 

(plus disbursements) 

 

 

 

 

Chartered Financial Planners and 
Employee Benefit Consultants�

Jamieson Christie Wealth 
Management Ltd 

Regent House 
430 – 432 Kenilworth Road 
Balsall Common CV7 7ER 

Tel 01676 532 210 
�

�������������������������
���������������������������������

�
Jamieson Christie Wealth Management Ltd is authorised and 

regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. Letter from Meriden, Connecticut, USA 
 

Letter from Meriden, Connecticut, USA 
Meriden, Connecticut, has a shiny new train station, as do the next towns up and down the New  
Haven-to-Hartford line. It’s all part of the state’s ongoing effort to encourage the use of commuter  
rail by tarting up or replacing stations, improving the tracks, and adding service. There are now 16 trains running each weekday 
through Meriden, a formerly industrial town that’s home to 59,540 souls, according to the latest census estimate. Or, rather, there 
used to be 16 trains daily -- until the coronavirus lockdown was declared. Now there’s reduced service, on the weekend schedule, 
and even that seems to be far in excess of demand. I know because I’ve spent a fair amount of time “socially isolating” in my car at 
two of those stations. Desperate for any excuse to get out of the house, I sip my coffee and read the paper and watch out, lest any 
other car should come within six feet. But they never do, because no matter how large the parking lot, there are precious few cars 
– sometimes no cars at all -- since there are precious few people riding the rails these days. So I sit in the car and listen to the P.A. 
system issuing recorded instructions and warnings to an empty platform. And speaking of transportation, Connecticut’s main 
airport is called Bradley International. It’s not a very busy one and probably has “International” in its name only because Aer Lingus 
and Air Canada are among the nine airlines that serve it. But I’m reminded of a sound I used to hear: jets that were coming in to 
Bradley from the south would lower their speed, seemingly right over my house, as they prepared to land. But right now I can’t 
remember the last time I heard that sound. The sky here seems almost empty of passenger planes. The same goes for Meriden 
Markham Municipal Airport, a small field that caters to small, private planes and has been doing so since 1928. But where are the 
planes? Even the roads and highways are carrying less traffic than usual, with people either obeying the government guidance to 
stay home or finding that they really have nowhere to go. The one exception is the “school parades” that we now occasionally see, 
a cheery novelty in which teachers and administrators decorate their cars and drive up and down the streets where the children of 
their school live, honking their horns and waving to the kids, usually accompanied by police cars and/or fire engines. As for the 
economic crisis that has befallen much of the world, Meriden charities and businesses have been cooperating with City Hall to 
soften its impact on local people and small businesses, and that’s in addition to the more than $6 trillion (that’s a six followed by a 
dozen zeros!) that Uncle Sam has already thrown at the problem. Will that be enough? Who knows. I recently received my “relief” 
check from the U.S. Treasury, but it didn’t have 12 zeros. In fact, I couldn’t help noticing that it was not as big as the check I had 
sent to the Treasury a few weeks earlier. But I have a plan: Carry on, muddle through, and hope for the best. 
         Reach Glenn Richter at grichter@record-journal.com. 

The Village - Meriden is a rural village historically thought to be the geographical centre of England. In the 2011 Census, the 
population of the Meriden parish was 2,719 but this is estimated to have risen to 3,096 by 2017. It lies between the cities of 
Birmingham and Coventry, with good transport links to both, in a ‘green belt’ of the countryside known as the Meriden Gap. The 
village has several shops, salons and offices, 4 pubs/restaurants/hotels, one traditional pub, an Indian restaurant, a library, a post 
office, 3 churches, a school for children up to age 11, a care home for the elderly, a sports park and a doctors’ surgery. There are 
several farms operating in the surrounding countryside, one of which also has a farm shop and restaurant. The area is criss-crossed 
with lovely footpaths. It’s a great place to live, whatever age you are. 
Effect of the Virus - The virus came to all our attention in the UK in early March. We were asked to start ‘social distancing’ i.e. 
keeping at least 2 metres away from others, unless they lived in the same house. People over 70, anyone with Covid-19 symptoms 
and anyone with ‘underlying health issues were all told to ‘self-isolate’ – i.e. not go out of their home at all. This immediately caused 
panic buying of food across the country. Within a couple of weeks, we were all told to ‘stay at home’ at all times, apart from local 
trips to buy essential food or medication, to take some form of exercise or to go to work if it wasn’t possible to work from home. The 
police were now enforcing this and issuing fines to those who did not follow the rules. 
Our Community Spirit - All the local shops had to close apart from those selling food and medication, and the post office. They have 
been doing a fabulous job of keeping the village both fed and safe. Some have been doing home delivery if people couldn’t get out. 
Some rationing of food has been put in place to ensure it gets to the most people. The local Parish Council and Church joined forces 
to create a ‘Community Emergency Action Team’ with a phone line for residents to call if they needed anything, including someone 
to talk to. Lots of residents volunteered to help with this. The local pub, although closed, continued to provide lunches for those 
residents who relied on them, but delivered them to their homes instead. People have been talking to their neighbours more and 
shopping for each other. Our Facebook sites have generated lots of ideas to help keep children occupied now that schools too are 
closed. E.g. there are many houses with Teddy Bears and Rainbows in the window, for children to find when they take their daily 
exercise. Lots of people are out walking and taking the chance for a friendly chat with a stranger (at a 2m distance of course). Every 
Thursday at 8pm the whole country makes a noise (at their front doors) to say ‘Thank You’ to the staff in our wonderful National 
Health Service who are on the front line, trying to save the lives of those who succumb to this terrible virus. And technology is 
playing a big part too, with families using e.g. Facetime to see and speak to each other and share a ‘virtual hug’. We can’t wait for it 
all to be over so that we can have a real one! 
Life after Covid-19 - We are hoping that life will not go back to how it was before. We want to keep the wonderful community spirit 
going and hope that the new approach to caring for and talking more to each other will continue.                Chris Bannister 

 

We are very proud to tell you that Chris’s article was published in the Meriden Record Journal (USA) 

Letter from Meriden, UK 

Two Meridens in lockdown – we have exchanged notes with 
our namesake in the USA. See what you think…… 
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Minister: Pastor Kevin Hunt (07970 552667) - Sunday Service: 1pm. In Meriden Methodist building. 

 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing 
clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and 
go to visit you?’ 
40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of 
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 
41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are 
cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was 
thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you 
did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was 
sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’ 
44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or 
thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did 
not help you?’ 
45 “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of 
the least of these, you did not do for me.’ 
46 “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to 
eternal life.” 

Let’s use the example of our brave, selfless frontline workers who are 
prepared to lay down their own lives to save others, people they’ve 
never met. Yet because of the passion and love that drives them, they 
won’t give up until the job is done, regardless of the cost.  

 ‘Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends.’ John 15:13. 
 

May God bless you. Kevin and Lyn Hunt. 

 

 

 

One of the most common statements that you hear these days is that ‘we are in unprecedented days’, and so we are, because of a single 
virus that has brought the world to its knees and shut down cities, towns, villages and the economies of every country on the globe. 
Thousands of people have sadly died through the corona virus and it has shown both the best and worst sides of people as we have 
tried to cope with its onslaught to the degree that our attention has been taken off everything but the virus. And yet we must not forget 
the millions who die each year through starvation, malaria and other curable diseases, that don’t get the same attention as Covid19 has 
from  all the powerful world leaders. 
The determination to find a cure for this disease has focused every mind in the medical and political world and, when it’s found it will 
be used to wipe out this killer disease. So why, when we have enough food to feed the hungry and enough drugs to cure most of the 
other killer diseases in this world, aren’t we using the same determination to do so?  Maybe it’s because most of the wealthy nations of 
this world aren’t affected by them, there’s enough food on the shelves of the supermarkets, enough drugs on the shelves of the 
pharmacies to not have to worry about hunger or common illnesses. It’s only when something strikes us personally which we can’t 
control, that we take notice. 
Billions of pounds have and are still being spent to overcome the effects of this virus by every nation that can seemingly afford it, and 
debts are mounting up so that the economies of the world might stand a chance of recovery. Then what? Covid19 is completely 
insignificant to the millions of people who will still die this year through hunger, malaria and other curable diseases as the rest of the 
world stands by and watches.  
As I leave you with these thoughts, consider seriously the words of Jesus from Matthew 25:31-46  
 
31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne. 32 All the 
nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep 
from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 34 “Then the King will say to those on his 
right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of 
the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was 
a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and 
you came to visit me.’ 37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you 
something to drink ? 

  

Message from Saqib Bhatti MP 
 

Dear residents, 
 
I hope you are reading this in good health and that your loved ones are safe and well. The outbreak of Covid-19 is a 
global incident, the like of which has not been seen for a generation. It has seen our nation and countries around the 
world adopting unprecedented measures to halt the spread of the virus. A few months ago, the concept of “social 
distancing” was not something many of us were familiar with and it is fair to say that all of our lives have altered 
seismically. Some of these changes will need to be maintained in the near future and there is no doubt that the coming 
months are going to be difficult, but we will only come through this period together. 
  
The Coronavirus has presented us with entirely new challenges and in the face of this adversity, we have seen incredible 
acts of community spirit and warmth. Throughout this crisis, it has been heartening to see the generosity of the people 
of Meriden and local businesses. This has ranged from the community volunteers who are shopping for elderly or 
vulnerable neighbours, to the businesses who have begun making ventilators and protective equipment for the NHS. 
  
Everybody has made sacrifices and this virus may have affected your family and people you know. It is essential that 
we continue to follow the Government advice and we do not risk throwing away the great sacrifice we have already 
made. Thank you to everyone who is organising food parcels, helping those in need or checking in on vulnerable friends 
and family. 
  
For those in the community who are having to be apart from friends and family, I would just like to say that I am 
thinking of you. If you or anyone you know ever needs to get in touch with me, I can be reached at 
saqib.bhatti@parliament.uk or on 0207 219 3423 and I will always do all I can to help with your concerns. 
  
Best wishes Saqib 
 

 

 
 

A Message from Councillor Diane Howell 
 
The world seems a very different place since I wrote my last Meriden Mag update. The Covid-19 pandemic has turned 
our lives upside down and it’s hard to remember how things used to be.  
There has always been a strong sense of community in Meriden and that has never been more apparent over the past few 
months. Many local organisations have provided practical and pastoral support, and volunteers have helped to ensure 
those who are self-isolating have the food and medication they need. Staff in our local shops have worked tirelessly to 
keep shelves stocked with food and adapt their stores to comply with social distancing. Some restaurants have altered 
their business to offer takeaways, allowing them to continue to trade and providing us with a little bit of normality and a 
change from our own cooking.  
 
Solihull Council have played a key part in the response to the pandemic. Council Officers have been working incredibly 
hard to keep essential frontline services running whilst supporting our most vulnerable residents. I’d like to record my 
thanks to them all. Some difficult decisions have had to be made to ensure that limited resources can be directed to areas 
most in need, for example postponing the start of the green garden waste collection. Temporary changes to services are 
never undertaken lightly but these decisions have been regularly reviewed to ensure they are still appropriate given the 
circumstances.  
As we look to the future, it is clear that things will not be the same. I don't think we can assume it will be ‘business as 
normal’. We have all experienced many changes in our lives and this has made us see things differently. There has been a 
huge reduction in travel: our roads are far less congested and our skies far quieter. This will inevitably have 
environmental benefits and may well change our attitude to how we use transport in the future. Many of us have got used 
to working from home, not having to endure traffic jams on the daily commute, and businesses have seen the benefits of 
this way of working too.  
Self-isolation and social distancing has meant our world view has become much smaller and many of us have become 
more reliant on our local shops and services. I hope that these businesses will continue to see good trade as the lockdown 
eases. 
And while it’s important our economy recovers, we need to be mindful of our commitment to tackling climate change. 
The lockdown has made us refocus our priorities. If one positive thing can come out of this crisis it may be that we 
rethink what is important to us. As your local Councillor I am committed to championing our community and I will work 
with my fellow Ward Councillors and our Council Leadership to ensure that we place residents’ needs at the heart of 
everything we do.  
I would be interested to hear your views on what the future may hold and what you think our priorities should be.  
 
Please do contact me at diane.howell@solihull.gov.uk 
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Vaughan Topp 4th July 1938 – 27th April 2020 

The Family would like to thank everyone for their kind 
words and messages for our dear Uncle Vaughan who 
passed away after a short illness. 
His funeral was on May 7th at Saint Laurence Church, and 
we would like to thank everyone who stood at the roadside 
as the funeral cortege headed towards the Church.   

Vaughan spent all of his life in this little rural village of 
Meriden, firstly at the Thatched Cottage with his Dad, 
Mum and Sister. 

His Dad died when Vaughan was young and his sister a 
few years later, so his later years were spent with his Mum. 
Together they made some wonderful memories of family 
fun and laughter.   Vaughan adored the family pets which 
included cats, dogs and horses.  He also loved football and 
cricket, he was a true Coventry City fan and went to the 
games in all weathers.  

After his mum passed away in 2003, Vaughan moved to 
The Firs, so he could be still close to home and all his 
friends. 

He remained independent, loved travelling on buses to 
different places and very much enjoyed all the social 
events at the Firs. He always loved to help and take part. 

Vaughan will be greatly missed by family & friends 

Diane and Linda 

At the end of April, the village was shocked and 
saddened to hear of the deaths of Diane and Linda who 
worked at Meriden Post Office with their sister Sue. 

Diane who died on 24th April had worked with Sue for 
25 years and Linda sadly died the next day. She had 
worked at the Post Office for 10 years. Both ladies leave 
behind a husband, three children and grandchildren. 

Sue and their families wish to thank everyone for their 
kind thoughts, good wishes and flowers and the 
overwhelming offers of help Sue has received. 

On behalf of the village we would like to extend our 
deepest sympathy to Sue and their families and express 
our gratitude for all the work they have all done serving 
our community so well for so many years. 

 

 

Meriden Rotary Club 
have planted a Rowan 
tree, donated by Nicholas 
Bryan, at Meriden Pool, 
in memory of Linda and 
Diane. 

 

We are aware that other  
Residents have died and many of you may have 
lost loved ones in these last few months. We 
would like to extend our deepest sympathy to 
you all in these very sad times.  

 

 

 The Old Forge Stores, 
68, Balsall Street, 

Balsall Common CV7 7AP 
T: 01676 530695 
Mob: 07775 515504 

 

DDiirreecctt  CCaarrppeettss  &&FFlloooorriinngg  
 

SSttoocckkiissttss  ooff  lleeaaddiinngg  MMaannuuffaaccttuurreerrss  
 

Carpets, vinyls, laminates, real woods, 
underlays and accessories 

 

For a no obligation free quotation call in to 
see us or…we will come to you 

 

 

 
 

The Old Forge Stores, 
68, B The Old Forge Stores, 

68, Balsall Street, 
Balsall Common CV7 7AP 

T: 01676 530695 
Mob: 07775 515504 

 
 

 

� 11 Mini & Junior age groups from 6-16 
years 

� Girls teams U/11 U/15  U/18 
� Under 18 Colts Side 

 
Our facilities are 1st class and all our coaches     

are RFU Qualified and CRB checked 

Contact Ian Hawkeswood 07399 689682 

 

Barkers’ Butts RFC 
Pickford Grange Lane Coventry CV5 9AR 

 

Contact Glen Southwell 07598 980546 

 

'Warwickshire Watercolourists Exhibition 
 
We regret to announce that the 2020 Art Exhibition due to be 
held at Berkswell Reading Rooms on 29th – 31st    August  
has been cancelled due to social distancing guidelines and 
our responsibility to protect our  
visitors and members.  We wish our  
visiting art lovers well. Stay safe, and  
we look forward to seeing you at the  
August 2021 Exhibition.' 

A luxury collection of fragranced candles, room and linen sprays, wax 
melts and reed diffusers, lovingly hand blended, poured and 

beautifully packaged in the heart of Meriden. 

1st Meriden Scout Group 
 

Message from the Meriden Scout Group, 
We hope that you and your families are keeping well and safe during these abnormal times.  
The Leaders of the 1st Meriden Scout Group are hoping that this coronavirus pandemic and  
the lockdown will come to a speedy end, so that we can all get back to our normal Scouting,  
with the Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers. Like all Scout Groups in the Country, we  
shall only fully reopen when it is safe to do so, both for the Young People and the Leaders.  
Let’s all hope that this time is not too far away. 
During April, the Meriden Scout Group reached its 50th anniversary year, since the Group was first 
registered. We were intending to have a number of activities to celebrate this achievement, but obviously it 
was not possible to hold these. Perhaps we can arrange something both to celebrate the anniversary and the 
return to some sort of normality when we are able to open again? 
Until then we are trying to help where we can with some badge work that can be undertaken at home by the 
Young People. However, as you will appreciate, the volunteer Leaders themselves are all under pressure. 
When we are able to reopen, we shall need new Leaders for the Beaver section. Unfortunately, Maggie, 
Marie and Steve will all be leaving us during July. Maggie has taken up new work responsibilities which 
mean that she will no longer be able to lead the Colony, while Marie and Steve have additional family 
commitments. It will be really sad to lose their enthusiasm and leadership.  
Will you please consider if you, or any of your contacts, would be able to help us in any way with the 
leadership of the Beaver section. The Beaver Scouts will need a new team of Leaders or, unfortunately, the 
section will not be able to continue. If this were to happen it would be a great pity as the Beavers have always 
had a great time at their meetings and the section has been a great success. 
 

 

  

 

Contact Ian Hawkeswood 07399 689682 

� We also have 4 
Adult sides 1st XV to 
Vets 

 
� There will be a 

special welcome for 
new and returning 
players to the 
game. 

 

 

For more information about becoming a Leader, please contact Maggie, Mark Jones  
or myself. All the best to you all, please do see if you can help the Beaver section  
and keep safe. 
Yours in Scouting 
Gerry Russell (Group Scout Leader) 01676 522666 
Mark Jones (Assistant Group Scout Leader) 07801 773352 
Maggie O’Sullivan (Beaver Leader) 07773 643872 

 
  

 

www.facebook.com/brambleandbeeuk   
www.brambleandbee.co.uk   hello@brambleandbee.co.uk 

� 11 Mini & Junior age groups from 6-16 
years 

� Girls teams U/11 U/15  U/18 
� Under 18 Colts Side 

 
Our facilities are 1st class and all our coaches    

are RFU Qualified and CRB checked 
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Mollie Robertson (nee Shirley) 
30th May 1930 – 1st April 2020 

 
Mollie was born in Meriden on 30th May 1930 to Thomas Frank Shirley (known as Frank) and  
his wife, Phyllis. She had a brother, Alan, who had been born 15 months earlier, but sadly died  
when he was 40. They lived at The Mount on Main Road, Meriden and later moved to Lanesfield, 
next to the family business, Shirley’s Garage. 
Mollie was educated at Meriden School and recalled her time during the war when she went to 
school part time with the evacuees from Coventry attending school for the other half of  
each day. After leaving school aged 14, she went on to college in Coventry where she trained as  
a shorthand/typist. She gained employment with a solicitor in Coventry before moving to the  
Triumph Engineering Co. Ltd. where she was employed as a Personal Secretary. In the course of  
her work there, she met Bill Robertson and married him in 1950. 
They moved into Brook Cottage next door to Lanesfield and had 4 children there: -Susan, Karen, Rebecca and Anthony. 
With a 5th child on the way, they moved in 1961 to a new house on Main Road in time for the arrival of Patricia, and 
Mollie lived happily there for the rest of her life.  
Education was really important to Mollie and she made up for her lack of formal education in her early years by attending 
night school to achieve the right “O” levels and other qualifications needed to enable her to enrol on and pass City and 
Guilds in Flower Arranging and Floristry. Not content with this, she then undertook a course to gain a part time teachers 
certificate and so was able to teach this course at FE Colleges in Leamington and Sutton Coldfield. She also used her skills 
to teach special needs children which she found very rewarding and judged competitions at local shows. 
She took an active part in village life and was a member of Young Wives, attended Keep Fit classes and was the treasurer 
of the Flower Club for many years. Following the death of her husband, Bill, in an accident in 1986, she joined the local 
WI and very much enjoyed attending these meetings.  
She met Stan (Hemming) through mutual friends and shared some happy years with him before his sad death in 2006. 
After this, she was well supported by family, neighbours and friends in the village who encouraged her to attend the 
monthly Cameo meetings and All Together Cafe which she really enjoyed.  She also had support from Age Concern and 
attended the Club K at Temple Balsall until her failing mobility made this too difficult. 
Mollie died unexpectedly but peacefully at home on 1st April 2020 of natural causes. In the current climate, her funeral on 
May 7th was limited to 6 mourners so it was humbling to see so many folk turn out in the village to send her on her way. It 
is hoped that a memorial service will be held to celebrate her life when it is practical to do so. In the meantime, the family 
would like to thank Rev. Lynda for conducting the service, Lorenna Dyer for the amazing flowers and to all in the village 
who have supported her, both recently and over the years. 
 

She was a very much-loved Mum, Grandma and Friend who will be sadly missed. 

 

 Meriden Floral Society 

 

Meetings are held at Meriden 
Village Hall 7.30 – 9.30pm 
on the third Monday of each month 
(except December 

A message from the chairman and committee of 
Meriden Flower Club. "Hello to all members. We are 
sure you are all frustrated, as we are, that we have 
not been able to enjoy the Demonstrations, practice 
nights, outings and Coffee mornings planned for the 
summer, but as long as you are all safe that is all that 
matters. Hopefully we can all look forward to the 
lovely demonstrations we have lined up for the 
autumn and winter. Best wishes to you all." 
 

We are hoping that we will be able to go ahead with 
a meeting in September. Obviously, this will depend 
on the situation at the time.  
The September meeting is on Monday 21st 
September at 7.30pm. The demonstrator is Elaine 
Stoner, 'Flowers on vacation' 
 

Visitors are most welcome. For more 
information contact Ann Lea 07725 478624 

Firebird Singers Update 
Along with all the other village organisations, we were 
desperately sad to have to cancel our 10th Anniversary 
Concert due to be held at the Manor Hotel on Sunday 6th 
April. We would like to thank village residents who 
kindly donated their ticket money to this year’s charity 
appeal Parkinson’s UK. We are very proud to announce 
that, thanks to everyone’s generosity, we have donated 
£4000 to Parkinson’s UK Coventry Branch. We have also 
donated £100 to the British Heart Foundation in memory 
of a long-standing member Bob Garlick who sadly died in 
April. 
When the BBC held its ‘Big Night In’ charity appeal we 
were able to donate a further £1000 and recently have 
given Alan Lole £100 towards his summer Meriden Tree 
of Thought Appeal. 
To help us keep our voices in tune, we have been holding 
virtual choir sessions with our choir master Andrew on 
Facebook every Tuesday evening. These have been so 
special to us all to help keep in touch with our friends. 
We even manged our own VE day celebration concert on 
Friday 8th May through the same medium.  
Like you all, we are desperate to get back together again 
and sing our hearts out. You can be sure when the time is 
right, we will hold the biggest and best celebration 
concert. Valerie Martin 01676 522963 

. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

PA ELECTRICS 
(17th edition qualified) 

 
Part P 

Registered 

All aspects of domestic 
installation and repairs 

 

� Fuse box upgrades 
� Test and inspection 
� Extra lights and 
sockets 

� Security lights  
� Full or partial 
rewires 

� Digital TV aerials 
� Free quotations 
 

Phone Paul 
Telephone: 0121 764 5872 

Mobile 07979 064835 
Email: paulheath11@yahoo.com 

 CASHMORE 07710 676792 
Garden and Property Care 

� Lawn mowing/strimming 
� Bush/Hedge trimming 
� Lawn Care 
� Garden tidy up 
� 10% Off your first service 

� Fence/Decking 
treatment 

� Jet Washing 
� Interior/Exterior 

painting 
� General grounds 

maintenance 
 

O.A.P. Rates available 

Domestic and Commercial 
cashmoregardenandpropertycare@gmail.com 

DDoo  yyoouu  nneeeedd  aa  cclleeaanneerr??  
  
  
  
 

Then call Jenny now on 
07901 530861 

Domestic Cleaning, Office Cleaning 
Professional Cleaning Service 

 

Do you want someone 
to do all those 

household jobs you 
haven’t got time for? 
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JJ  BB  DDeeccoorraattoorrss  aanndd    
PPrrooppeerrttyy  SSeerrvviicceess  

  
� General Property maintenance 
� Insurance Work Undertaken 
� Domestic and Commercial Work 
� Plastering  
� Coving 
� Carpentry Work 
� Tiling 

 
Call for a free quote 07966186957 

JimmyBailiedec@hotmail.com 
147, Elmdon Lane, Marston Green 

No job too small 
Fully insured 
Over 30 years 
experience 

 
 

HOME DELIVERY / TAKEAWAY SERVICE 
12 till 2:30 EVERY DAY 

£5.00 MENU 
Jacket Potatoes with Cheese and Beans / Tuna 

Mayo / Prawns Marie Rose 
Cottage Pie, Chips & Peas 

Lasagne, Chips & Peas 
Pie of the Day, Chips & Peas 

Fish, Chips & Peas 
 

£7.50 MENU 
Beef Burger and Chips 

Chicken Fillet Burger and Chips 
Zinger Burger and Chips 

 
SUNDAY ROAST DINNER - £8.00 

*** Order on Saturday *** 
Beef, Pork or Chicken 

 
Telephone 01676 522256 

Email:- queenshead@hotmail.com 

YOU CAN STILL ENJOY OUR DELICIOUS HOME MADE 
LUNCHES WHILST THE PUB IS CLOSED. 

 

 

BERKSWELL & DISTRICT HISTORY GROUP 
 

The aim of the History Group is to give its 
members and the general public the opportunity 
to acquire information & understanding on items 
of historical interest, through meetings, visits & 

research projects. 
We are hoping that the August meeting will be 
able to go ahead but please check the web site 

beforehand. 
 
Wed 5th August at Berkswell Reading Rooms. 
Please arrive by 7:45pm for an 8pm start. 

‘Local Hero – the Story of Sir Henry Parkes.’  
A Presentation by Sheila Woolf. 

 
Admission is free for Members 

£5 for Non-Members. 
 

Refreshments will be provided at this event 
Why not join the History group?  
Annual membership is only £15. 
Have you looked at our website? 

www.berkswell-history.org 

MMEERRIIDDEENN  TTRREEEE  OOFF  TTHHOOUUGGHHTT  
wwwwww..mmeerriiddeennttrreeeeoofftthhoouugghhtt..ccoo..uukk  

Where do I start? There has been a Meriden Midsummer 
Draw every year since I came up with the idea in 2006. 
Since then, lots of excellent prizes have been donated by 
very generous people and enjoyed by the winners. Clearly 
it cannot happen this year. Not the most immediate 
thought on our minds but nonetheless very unfortunate as 
it generates valuable funds for our Cancer Care Charities. 
The Rev. Lynda and I had just started preparations for a 
‘Funday Sunday’ in June, when the “ virus ridden invisible 
cloud” descended.  I do hope that we can make up for it 
next year.  
In March, when I appealed for new lights for The Tree, the 
response was staggeringly kind. I obviously do not know 
the names of all who contributed but I must acknowledge 
:- RJS Design & Build, K. Hamilton, The Meriden Mag, The 
Nijjer Family and Sallie Garbett who came up with the 
suggestion of Go Fund Me. The target was exceeded. My 
most sincere thanks to all. I am slowly putting these 
together in the hope that you will be able to enjoy them 
from the middle of November. I'm told that there will be 
even more significance this year. 
Writing this, as I am on the 6th May, I am in the middle of a 
Just Giving appeal to attempt to raise funds for the 
Charities. I am doing this to try to compensate for the loss 
of customary Summer Fundraising. At this moment, £ 300 
has been donated through Just Giving PLUS a most 
appreciated £100 from The Firebird Singers, through the 
good offices of Val Martin. Again, heartfelt thanks to all 
who are donating. I would think that you all know how very 
much The Tree means to me. I can assure you that the 
amazing kindness of so many of you also means a great 
deal. As I write this ***£ 65,015.25.*** has been raised to 
date, so this should go up to at least £ 65,415.25. by the 
time this latest appeal closes on the 23rd May. 
 
THANK YOU ALL SO MUCH. PLEASE STAY SAFE AND BE 
WELL............................................................ Alan Lole 

  

 1st Meriden Scout Group – News from the Green Hut 

 

1st Meriden Scout Group 
 

Please contact the Leaders below if you would like to join – Go on, come and meet some new friends, learn 
something new and have FUN!! 
Beavers: Girls and boys aged 6-8 years meet on a Monday at 6.30pm. Contact Maggie on 07773643872 
 

Cubs: Girls and Boys aged 8-10½ meet on a Thursday at 6.30pm. Contact Lynda Spratt 07790348726  
 
Scouts: Girls and Boys aged 10½-14 meet on a Tuesday at 7pm.  Mark 07801 773352 or 
1stMeridenScouts@gmail.com  

We also need help from any adults out there who would be willing to spare some time with 
any of the sections – even if it is just for the odd hour or two each month 

 

 

 

Beaver Scouts have had a busy term working on their Cook, Photography and Disability  
badges. For their Cook badge, we taught them how to make soda bread and had some fun getting our hands  
sticky. We made jam sandwiches and an Eton Mess for dessert. 
The Photography badge was fun and Beavers learned about composition and portrait and landscape photographs and took 
pictures of each other. We looked at old photographs from the village and asked them to take their own pictures that we 
hung in an exhibition on the wall of the Scout Hut. We also created stories from pictures that we found in magazines / 
newspapers. 
For their Disability badge we discussed hidden disabilities and used a wheelchair and Zimmer frame for them to see what 
it is like to have a disability. We said goodbye to some Beavers as they moved up to Cubs and wished them all the best as 
they continue their scouting journey. We also welcomed four new Beavers who were invested into the Scouting 
movement. 
 

Cubs: Things haven’t gone quite to plan this term, but nevertheless scouting continues. We tackled the World Challenge 
badge, making the young people a little more aware about their surroundings culturally and environmentally, playing  
games and learning about world disasters and how Shelter Box, the charity, helps in times of need. Taran and her 
daughter came and gave us a slide show about the festivals celebrated in the Sikh calendar and also showed us how to 
make traditional sweets.  
Healthy eating helped towards our Skills Challenge Badge. Making fruit kebab sticks was messy but fun, trying to get 10 
pieces of fruit onto a stick had its challenges. Mango and papaya can be quite tricky for little fingers, but a nice plump 
prune would hold it all on. The fruit came with mixed reactions, the fun of slicing and chopping, then the realisation of 
‘what I have to eat it now…?!’ 
We managed to keep Scouting going during the lock down, working on badges at home. Many parents joined in the 
village’s efforts to bake for the Nightingale hospital, enlisting their children to help in these mass bakes, working towards 
their Community Impact Badge level 2.  Other badges awarded were Home help, Astronomer, Cyclist, Animal Carer, 
Book Reader and Artist badge.  
If you are 8-10½ years old and looking for adventure and to learn something different, pop along to the Scout Hut and try 
something new. If you’re 18yrs+ why not become a helper / leader and help Meriden Scout group thrive. 
 

Scouts: 
The Start of the year saw us pulling together an exciting programme of activities with a view to pushing forwards with a 
number of badges, principally the First Aid stage III, the Pioneer and the Navigator III. This was interspersed with some 
cooking, creative challenges and games. 
Cooking skills were put to the test with an East African chicken curry which seemed to go down really well. The Scouts 
managed to cook some great meals without burning anything and were able to fully prepare and cook the meal from 
scratch, as well as tidying up afterwards. They were also able to appreciate a food culture that they hadn’t experienced 
before. Definitely something for us to repeat, I think. 
We have run a couple of first aid programmes where we’ve gone over basic skills in the past, so this time we have started 
to include little scenarios for the Scouts to puzzle through. This went quite well and the Scouts seem to be remembering 
more and thinking through problems well and are able to manage accidents until help arrives. Definitely a tick in the box. 
Following a couple of programmes focusing on maps and navigation, we ran a drop hike, where each patrol was dropped 
at a different location, about 3 miles from the Scout Hut, and had to navigate themselves back to the Scout Hut. A leader 
was in attendance for safety, but it was down to the Scouts to do the navigating. One team went slightly astray briefly 
before finding themselves back on route, while one team were scuppered by a footpath being closed for maintenance. All 
in all, I think they learnt a lot. Navigating at night, even in familiar terrain in daylight, isn’t easy. 
After half term, we had a great programme making Kazoos out of hazel and elastic bands. Scouts had a great time and 
were getting quite enthusiastic with their kazoos by the end of the evening. Not sure what their parents would have 
thought when they got home. 
Unfortunately, we have now been hit by COVID lockdown, but as soon as we are back and up and running, when things 
improve, the plan will be to get outside more and catch up on our camping. 
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Packhorse Bridge by Julie Hyde 
1. Lightly draw the bridge. 
2. Mask out the people on the bridge, a few blades of grass and a 
few horizontal lines on the water in the foreground. Use a small brush 
but wet it and roll it in soap first before using it in the masking fluid. If 
you don’t have masking fluid then leave little gaps. 
3. Sky and background trees. Mix separate washes of: - 
• Blue  
• Yellow and Blue (bluish green) 
• Yellow a little Blue (yellowish green) 
Wet all the sky area, and over the trees with clean water and a mop 
brush. Tilt your board then load your brush with the wash. Workings 
with a big brush (No.10 or 12 round) add the blue colour to the sky 
area with the blue. Let it dry a little but before it is completely dry; add 
the greens for the background trees letting them blur a little. Add these 
greens under the arches of the bridge.  
Wet the foreground and add patches of the two greens. 
4. Trees.  Mix large amounts of strong washes of: - 
• Yellow 
• Yellow and blue (light green) 
• Blue and yellow (blue green) 
• Ultramarine blue and Burnt Umber (strong, dark blue/grey) 
Using a sponge, on to dry paper, add the different greens in patches 
to the tree areas, keeping the darker tone to the middle of the trees. 
When the colours start to merge, let it dry and then repeat adding more 
colour over the top. LET IT DRY. Don’t have your sponge too wet. 
With a brush (No. 8 or 10 round) add more blue greens the darker 
tone to the middle and lower area of the trees, dot water on above the 
colour you are adding to let the dark tone fade away into the water. 

 

5. Bridge. Wet the bridge and with a small brush add patches of the colours to the bridge using a little:- 
• Burnt Sienna (Reddish Brown) 
• Yellow Ochre (Yellowy Brown) 
• Burnt Umber (Dark Brown) 
6. Water. Using all the colours in the picture so far, wet the area of the water with clean water, wait a few 
moments then add the colours to the water in horizontal dashes, matching the areas of colour of the trees 
above. Leave dry white streaks if you haven’t added masking fluid. 
7. Foreground with the same greens as before, work patches of grass into the foreground by adding clusters 

of streaks in one of the yellows or greens, 
then dropping in darker colours into the 
bottom of the patch. As you get to the 
bank, use:- 
• Dark Brown 
• Burnt Umber and Ultramarine Blue 
(strong, brown/grey) 
Wet patches of the bank and add the 
brown, dropping in a little of the darker 
tone towards the bottom.  
8. Shadows under bridge. Mix a strong 
wash of:- 
• Burnt Umber and Ultramarine Blue 
(brown/grey) 
Add the shadows and darker tones under 
the bridge. Add the matching reflection into 
the water in horizontal dashes but damp 
the water first. 
9. Rub off the masking fluid and add the 
people, the railing, a few branches and a 
little green over the foreground grasses. 
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Charlotte & Emily meet the new 
lambs, with Adam Beaty 

Alex looking for special painted 
stones on his country walk 

Rev Lynda & grandson Luca at 
Charlie Beaty’s farm 

Meriden Flower Club practice class which was led by Barbara 
Collins, the members practiced the Crescent Design 

Earlier in the year, village litter pickers doing 
such a good job cleaning up. 

Left : A few new arrivals in the village. 

Right : Just to make you smile, but a very 
important notice, please help to keep our 
lovely village clean and put the litter pickers 

out of a job ! 

 

  

With special thanks to new resident Hannah Thorpe for sending these beautiful pictures of our lovely village 

  

  

 

MERIDEN FINAL LAY UP SUMMER 2020.qxp_Layout 1  28/05/2020  08:26  Page 28



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charlotte & Emily meet the new 
lambs, with Adam Beaty 

Alex looking for special painted 
stones on his country walk 

Rev Lynda & grandson Luca at 
Charlie Beaty’s farm 

Meriden Flower Club practice class which was led by Barbara 
Collins, the members practiced the Crescent Design 

Earlier in the year, village litter pickers doing 
such a good job cleaning up. 

Left : A few new arrivals in the village. 

Right : Just to make you smile, but a very 
important notice, please help to keep our 
lovely village clean and put the litter pickers 

out of a job ! 

 

  

With special thanks to new resident Hannah Thorpe for sending these beautiful pictures of our lovely village 

  

  

 

MERIDEN FINAL LAY UP SUMMER 2020.qxp_Layout 1  28/05/2020  08:26  Page 28



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

Packhorse Bridge by Julie Hyde 
1. Lightly draw the bridge. 
2. Mask out the people on the bridge, a few blades of grass and a 
few horizontal lines on the water in the foreground. Use a small brush 
but wet it and roll it in soap first before using it in the masking fluid. If 
you don’t have masking fluid then leave little gaps. 
3. Sky and background trees. Mix separate washes of: - 
• Blue  
• Yellow and Blue (bluish green) 
• Yellow a little Blue (yellowish green) 
Wet all the sky area, and over the trees with clean water and a mop 
brush. Tilt your board then load your brush with the wash. Workings 
with a big brush (No.10 or 12 round) add the blue colour to the sky 
area with the blue. Let it dry a little but before it is completely dry; add 
the greens for the background trees letting them blur a little. Add these 
greens under the arches of the bridge.  
Wet the foreground and add patches of the two greens. 
4. Trees.  Mix large amounts of strong washes of: - 
• Yellow 
• Yellow and blue (light green) 
• Blue and yellow (blue green) 
• Ultramarine blue and Burnt Umber (strong, dark blue/grey) 
Using a sponge, on to dry paper, add the different greens in patches 
to the tree areas, keeping the darker tone to the middle of the trees. 
When the colours start to merge, let it dry and then repeat adding more 
colour over the top. LET IT DRY. Don’t have your sponge too wet. 
With a brush (No. 8 or 10 round) add more blue greens the darker 
tone to the middle and lower area of the trees, dot water on above the 
colour you are adding to let the dark tone fade away into the water. 

 

5. Bridge. Wet the bridge and with a small brush add patches of the colours to the bridge using a little:- 
• Burnt Sienna (Reddish Brown) 
• Yellow Ochre (Yellowy Brown) 
• Burnt Umber (Dark Brown) 
6. Water. Using all the colours in the picture so far, wet the area of the water with clean water, wait a few 
moments then add the colours to the water in horizontal dashes, matching the areas of colour of the trees 
above. Leave dry white streaks if you haven’t added masking fluid. 
7. Foreground with the same greens as before, work patches of grass into the foreground by adding clusters 

of streaks in one of the yellows or greens, 
then dropping in darker colours into the 
bottom of the patch. As you get to the 
bank, use:- 
• Dark Brown 
• Burnt Umber and Ultramarine Blue 
(strong, brown/grey) 
Wet patches of the bank and add the 
brown, dropping in a little of the darker 
tone towards the bottom.  
8. Shadows under bridge. Mix a strong 
wash of:- 
• Burnt Umber and Ultramarine Blue 
(brown/grey) 
Add the shadows and darker tones under 
the bridge. Add the matching reflection into 
the water in horizontal dashes but damp 
the water first. 
9. Rub off the masking fluid and add the 
people, the railing, a few branches and a 
little green over the foreground grasses. 
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JJ  BB  DDeeccoorraattoorrss  aanndd    
PPrrooppeerrttyy  SSeerrvviicceess  

  
� General Property maintenance 
� Insurance Work Undertaken 
� Domestic and Commercial Work 
� Plastering  
� Coving 
� Carpentry Work 
� Tiling 

 
Call for a free quote 07966186957 

JimmyBailiedec@hotmail.com 
147, Elmdon Lane, Marston Green 

No job too small 
Fully insured 
Over 30 years 
experience 

 
 

HOME DELIVERY / TAKEAWAY SERVICE 
12 till 2:30 EVERY DAY 

£5.00 MENU 
Jacket Potatoes with Cheese and Beans / Tuna 

Mayo / Prawns Marie Rose 
Cottage Pie, Chips & Peas 

Lasagne, Chips & Peas 
Pie of the Day, Chips & Peas 

Fish, Chips & Peas 
 

£7.50 MENU 
Beef Burger and Chips 

Chicken Fillet Burger and Chips 
Zinger Burger and Chips 

 
SUNDAY ROAST DINNER - £8.00 

*** Order on Saturday *** 
Beef, Pork or Chicken 

 
Telephone 01676 522256 

Email:- queenshead@hotmail.com 

YOU CAN STILL ENJOY OUR DELICIOUS HOME MADE 
LUNCHES WHILST THE PUB IS CLOSED. 

 

 

BERKSWELL & DISTRICT HISTORY GROUP 
 

The aim of the History Group is to give its 
members and the general public the opportunity 
to acquire information & understanding on items 
of historical interest, through meetings, visits & 

research projects. 
We are hoping that the August meeting will be 
able to go ahead but please check the web site 

beforehand. 
 
Wed 5th August at Berkswell Reading Rooms. 
Please arrive by 7:45pm for an 8pm start. 

‘Local Hero – the Story of Sir Henry Parkes.’  
A Presentation by Sheila Woolf. 

 
Admission is free for Members 

£5 for Non-Members. 
 

Refreshments will be provided at this event 
Why not join the History group?  
Annual membership is only £15. 
Have you looked at our website? 

www.berkswell-history.org 

MMEERRIIDDEENN  TTRREEEE  OOFF  TTHHOOUUGGHHTT  
wwwwww..mmeerriiddeennttrreeeeoofftthhoouugghhtt..ccoo..uukk  

Where do I start? There has been a Meriden Midsummer 
Draw every year since I came up with the idea in 2006. 
Since then, lots of excellent prizes have been donated by 
very generous people and enjoyed by the winners. Clearly 
it cannot happen this year. Not the most immediate 
thought on our minds but nonetheless very unfortunate as 
it generates valuable funds for our Cancer Care Charities. 
The Rev. Lynda and I had just started preparations for a 
‘Funday Sunday’ in June, when the “ virus ridden invisible 
cloud” descended.  I do hope that we can make up for it 
next year.  
In March, when I appealed for new lights for The Tree, the 
response was staggeringly kind. I obviously do not know 
the names of all who contributed but I must acknowledge 
:- RJS Design & Build, K. Hamilton, The Meriden Mag, The 
Nijjer Family and Sallie Garbett who came up with the 
suggestion of Go Fund Me. The target was exceeded. My 
most sincere thanks to all. I am slowly putting these 
together in the hope that you will be able to enjoy them 
from the middle of November. I'm told that there will be 
even more significance this year. 
Writing this, as I am on the 6th May, I am in the middle of a 
Just Giving appeal to attempt to raise funds for the 
Charities. I am doing this to try to compensate for the loss 
of customary Summer Fundraising. At this moment, £ 300 
has been donated through Just Giving PLUS a most 
appreciated £100 from The Firebird Singers, through the 
good offices of Val Martin. Again, heartfelt thanks to all 
who are donating. I would think that you all know how very 
much The Tree means to me. I can assure you that the 
amazing kindness of so many of you also means a great 
deal. As I write this ***£ 65,015.25.*** has been raised to 
date, so this should go up to at least £ 65,415.25. by the 
time this latest appeal closes on the 23rd May. 
 
THANK YOU ALL SO MUCH. PLEASE STAY SAFE AND BE 
WELL............................................................ Alan Lole 

  

 1st Meriden Scout Group – News from the Green Hut 

 

1st Meriden Scout Group 
 

Please contact the Leaders below if you would like to join – Go on, come and meet some new friends, learn 
something new and have FUN!! 
Beavers: Girls and boys aged 6-8 years meet on a Monday at 6.30pm. Contact Maggie on 07773643872 
 

Cubs: Girls and Boys aged 8-10½ meet on a Thursday at 6.30pm. Contact Lynda Spratt 07790348726  
 
Scouts: Girls and Boys aged 10½-14 meet on a Tuesday at 7pm.  Mark 07801 773352 or 
1stMeridenScouts@gmail.com  

We also need help from any adults out there who would be willing to spare some time with 
any of the sections – even if it is just for the odd hour or two each month 

 

 

 

Beaver Scouts have had a busy term working on their Cook, Photography and Disability  
badges. For their Cook badge, we taught them how to make soda bread and had some fun getting our hands  
sticky. We made jam sandwiches and an Eton Mess for dessert. 
The Photography badge was fun and Beavers learned about composition and portrait and landscape photographs and took 
pictures of each other. We looked at old photographs from the village and asked them to take their own pictures that we 
hung in an exhibition on the wall of the Scout Hut. We also created stories from pictures that we found in magazines / 
newspapers. 
For their Disability badge we discussed hidden disabilities and used a wheelchair and Zimmer frame for them to see what 
it is like to have a disability. We said goodbye to some Beavers as they moved up to Cubs and wished them all the best as 
they continue their scouting journey. We also welcomed four new Beavers who were invested into the Scouting 
movement. 
 

Cubs: Things haven’t gone quite to plan this term, but nevertheless scouting continues. We tackled the World Challenge 
badge, making the young people a little more aware about their surroundings culturally and environmentally, playing  
games and learning about world disasters and how Shelter Box, the charity, helps in times of need. Taran and her 
daughter came and gave us a slide show about the festivals celebrated in the Sikh calendar and also showed us how to 
make traditional sweets.  
Healthy eating helped towards our Skills Challenge Badge. Making fruit kebab sticks was messy but fun, trying to get 10 
pieces of fruit onto a stick had its challenges. Mango and papaya can be quite tricky for little fingers, but a nice plump 
prune would hold it all on. The fruit came with mixed reactions, the fun of slicing and chopping, then the realisation of 
‘what I have to eat it now…?!’ 
We managed to keep Scouting going during the lock down, working on badges at home. Many parents joined in the 
village’s efforts to bake for the Nightingale hospital, enlisting their children to help in these mass bakes, working towards 
their Community Impact Badge level 2.  Other badges awarded were Home help, Astronomer, Cyclist, Animal Carer, 
Book Reader and Artist badge.  
If you are 8-10½ years old and looking for adventure and to learn something different, pop along to the Scout Hut and try 
something new. If you’re 18yrs+ why not become a helper / leader and help Meriden Scout group thrive. 
 

Scouts: 
The Start of the year saw us pulling together an exciting programme of activities with a view to pushing forwards with a 
number of badges, principally the First Aid stage III, the Pioneer and the Navigator III. This was interspersed with some 
cooking, creative challenges and games. 
Cooking skills were put to the test with an East African chicken curry which seemed to go down really well. The Scouts 
managed to cook some great meals without burning anything and were able to fully prepare and cook the meal from 
scratch, as well as tidying up afterwards. They were also able to appreciate a food culture that they hadn’t experienced 
before. Definitely something for us to repeat, I think. 
We have run a couple of first aid programmes where we’ve gone over basic skills in the past, so this time we have started 
to include little scenarios for the Scouts to puzzle through. This went quite well and the Scouts seem to be remembering 
more and thinking through problems well and are able to manage accidents until help arrives. Definitely a tick in the box. 
Following a couple of programmes focusing on maps and navigation, we ran a drop hike, where each patrol was dropped 
at a different location, about 3 miles from the Scout Hut, and had to navigate themselves back to the Scout Hut. A leader 
was in attendance for safety, but it was down to the Scouts to do the navigating. One team went slightly astray briefly 
before finding themselves back on route, while one team were scuppered by a footpath being closed for maintenance. All 
in all, I think they learnt a lot. Navigating at night, even in familiar terrain in daylight, isn’t easy. 
After half term, we had a great programme making Kazoos out of hazel and elastic bands. Scouts had a great time and 
were getting quite enthusiastic with their kazoos by the end of the evening. Not sure what their parents would have 
thought when they got home. 
Unfortunately, we have now been hit by COVID lockdown, but as soon as we are back and up and running, when things 
improve, the plan will be to get outside more and catch up on our camping. 
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Mollie Robertson (nee Shirley) 
30th May 1930 – 1st April 2020 

 
Mollie was born in Meriden on 30th May 1930 to Thomas Frank Shirley (known as Frank) and  
his wife, Phyllis. She had a brother, Alan, who had been born 15 months earlier, but sadly died  
when he was 40. They lived at The Mount on Main Road, Meriden and later moved to Lanesfield, 
next to the family business, Shirley’s Garage. 
Mollie was educated at Meriden School and recalled her time during the war when she went to 
school part time with the evacuees from Coventry attending school for the other half of  
each day. After leaving school aged 14, she went on to college in Coventry where she trained as  
a shorthand/typist. She gained employment with a solicitor in Coventry before moving to the  
Triumph Engineering Co. Ltd. where she was employed as a Personal Secretary. In the course of  
her work there, she met Bill Robertson and married him in 1950. 
They moved into Brook Cottage next door to Lanesfield and had 4 children there: -Susan, Karen, Rebecca and Anthony. 
With a 5th child on the way, they moved in 1961 to a new house on Main Road in time for the arrival of Patricia, and 
Mollie lived happily there for the rest of her life.  
Education was really important to Mollie and she made up for her lack of formal education in her early years by attending 
night school to achieve the right “O” levels and other qualifications needed to enable her to enrol on and pass City and 
Guilds in Flower Arranging and Floristry. Not content with this, she then undertook a course to gain a part time teachers 
certificate and so was able to teach this course at FE Colleges in Leamington and Sutton Coldfield. She also used her skills 
to teach special needs children which she found very rewarding and judged competitions at local shows. 
She took an active part in village life and was a member of Young Wives, attended Keep Fit classes and was the treasurer 
of the Flower Club for many years. Following the death of her husband, Bill, in an accident in 1986, she joined the local 
WI and very much enjoyed attending these meetings.  
She met Stan (Hemming) through mutual friends and shared some happy years with him before his sad death in 2006. 
After this, she was well supported by family, neighbours and friends in the village who encouraged her to attend the 
monthly Cameo meetings and All Together Cafe which she really enjoyed.  She also had support from Age Concern and 
attended the Club K at Temple Balsall until her failing mobility made this too difficult. 
Mollie died unexpectedly but peacefully at home on 1st April 2020 of natural causes. In the current climate, her funeral on 
May 7th was limited to 6 mourners so it was humbling to see so many folk turn out in the village to send her on her way. It 
is hoped that a memorial service will be held to celebrate her life when it is practical to do so. In the meantime, the family 
would like to thank Rev. Lynda for conducting the service, Lorenna Dyer for the amazing flowers and to all in the village 
who have supported her, both recently and over the years. 
 

She was a very much-loved Mum, Grandma and Friend who will be sadly missed. 

 

 Meriden Floral Society 

 

Meetings are held at Meriden 
Village Hall 7.30 – 9.30pm 
on the third Monday of each month 
(except December 

A message from the chairman and committee of 
Meriden Flower Club. "Hello to all members. We are 
sure you are all frustrated, as we are, that we have 
not been able to enjoy the Demonstrations, practice 
nights, outings and Coffee mornings planned for the 
summer, but as long as you are all safe that is all that 
matters. Hopefully we can all look forward to the 
lovely demonstrations we have lined up for the 
autumn and winter. Best wishes to you all." 
 

We are hoping that we will be able to go ahead with 
a meeting in September. Obviously, this will depend 
on the situation at the time.  
The September meeting is on Monday 21st 
September at 7.30pm. The demonstrator is Elaine 
Stoner, 'Flowers on vacation' 
 

Visitors are most welcome. For more 
information contact Ann Lea 07725 478624 

Firebird Singers Update 
Along with all the other village organisations, we were 
desperately sad to have to cancel our 10th Anniversary 
Concert due to be held at the Manor Hotel on Sunday 6th 
April. We would like to thank village residents who 
kindly donated their ticket money to this year’s charity 
appeal Parkinson’s UK. We are very proud to announce 
that, thanks to everyone’s generosity, we have donated 
£4000 to Parkinson’s UK Coventry Branch. We have also 
donated £100 to the British Heart Foundation in memory 
of a long-standing member Bob Garlick who sadly died in 
April. 
When the BBC held its ‘Big Night In’ charity appeal we 
were able to donate a further £1000 and recently have 
given Alan Lole £100 towards his summer Meriden Tree 
of Thought Appeal. 
To help us keep our voices in tune, we have been holding 
virtual choir sessions with our choir master Andrew on 
Facebook every Tuesday evening. These have been so 
special to us all to help keep in touch with our friends. 
We even manged our own VE day celebration concert on 
Friday 8th May through the same medium.  
Like you all, we are desperate to get back together again 
and sing our hearts out. You can be sure when the time is 
right, we will hold the biggest and best celebration 
concert. Valerie Martin 01676 522963 

. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

PA ELECTRICS 
(17th edition qualified) 

 
Part P 

Registered 

All aspects of domestic 
installation and repairs 

 

� Fuse box upgrades 
� Test and inspection 
� Extra lights and 
sockets 

� Security lights  
� Full or partial 
rewires 

� Digital TV aerials 
� Free quotations 
 

Phone Paul 
Telephone: 0121 764 5872 

Mobile 07979 064835 
Email: paulheath11@yahoo.com 

 CASHMORE 07710 676792 
Garden and Property Care 

� Lawn mowing/strimming 
� Bush/Hedge trimming 
� Lawn Care 
� Garden tidy up 
� 10% Off your first service 

� Fence/Decking 
treatment 

� Jet Washing 
� Interior/Exterior 

painting 
� General grounds 

maintenance 
 

O.A.P. Rates available 

Domestic and Commercial 
cashmoregardenandpropertycare@gmail.com 

DDoo  yyoouu  nneeeedd  aa  cclleeaanneerr??  
  
  
  
 

Then call Jenny now on 
07901 530861 

Domestic Cleaning, Office Cleaning 
Professional Cleaning Service 

 

Do you want someone 
to do all those 

household jobs you 
haven’t got time for? 
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Vaughan Topp 4th July 1938 – 27th April 2020 

The Family would like to thank everyone for their kind 
words and messages for our dear Uncle Vaughan who 
passed away after a short illness. 
His funeral was on May 7th at Saint Laurence Church, and 
we would like to thank everyone who stood at the roadside 
as the funeral cortege headed towards the Church.   

Vaughan spent all of his life in this little rural village of 
Meriden, firstly at the Thatched Cottage with his Dad, 
Mum and Sister. 

His Dad died when Vaughan was young and his sister a 
few years later, so his later years were spent with his Mum. 
Together they made some wonderful memories of family 
fun and laughter.   Vaughan adored the family pets which 
included cats, dogs and horses.  He also loved football and 
cricket, he was a true Coventry City fan and went to the 
games in all weathers.  

After his mum passed away in 2003, Vaughan moved to 
The Firs, so he could be still close to home and all his 
friends. 

He remained independent, loved travelling on buses to 
different places and very much enjoyed all the social 
events at the Firs. He always loved to help and take part. 

Vaughan will be greatly missed by family & friends 

Diane and Linda 

At the end of April, the village was shocked and 
saddened to hear of the deaths of Diane and Linda who 
worked at Meriden Post Office with their sister Sue. 

Diane who died on 24th April had worked with Sue for 
25 years and Linda sadly died the next day. She had 
worked at the Post Office for 10 years. Both ladies leave 
behind a husband, three children and grandchildren. 

Sue and their families wish to thank everyone for their 
kind thoughts, good wishes and flowers and the 
overwhelming offers of help Sue has received. 

On behalf of the village we would like to extend our 
deepest sympathy to Sue and their families and express 
our gratitude for all the work they have all done serving 
our community so well for so many years. 

 

 

Meriden Rotary Club 
have planted a Rowan 
tree, donated by Nicholas 
Bryan, at Meriden Pool, 
in memory of Linda and 
Diane. 

 

We are aware that other  
Residents have died and many of you may have 
lost loved ones in these last few months. We 
would like to extend our deepest sympathy to 
you all in these very sad times.  

 

 

 The Old Forge Stores, 
68, Balsall Street, 

Balsall Common CV7 7AP 
T: 01676 530695 
Mob: 07775 515504 

 

DDiirreecctt  CCaarrppeettss  &&FFlloooorriinngg  
 

SSttoocckkiissttss  ooff  lleeaaddiinngg  MMaannuuffaaccttuurreerrss  
 

Carpets, vinyls, laminates, real woods, 
underlays and accessories 

 

For a no obligation free quotation call in to 
see us or…we will come to you 

 

 

 
 

The Old Forge Stores, 
68, B The Old Forge Stores, 

68, Balsall Street, 
Balsall Common CV7 7AP 

T: 01676 530695 
Mob: 07775 515504 

 
 

 

� 11 Mini & Junior age groups from 6-16 
years 

� Girls teams U/11 U/15  U/18 
� Under 18 Colts Side 

 
Our facilities are 1st class and all our coaches     

are RFU Qualified and CRB checked 

Contact Ian Hawkeswood 07399 689682 

 

Barkers’ Butts RFC 
Pickford Grange Lane Coventry CV5 9AR 

 

Contact Glen Southwell 07598 980546 

 

'Warwickshire Watercolourists Exhibition 
 
We regret to announce that the 2020 Art Exhibition due to be 
held at Berkswell Reading Rooms on 29th – 31st    August  
has been cancelled due to social distancing guidelines and 
our responsibility to protect our  
visitors and members.  We wish our  
visiting art lovers well. Stay safe, and  
we look forward to seeing you at the  
August 2021 Exhibition.' 

A luxury collection of fragranced candles, room and linen sprays, wax 
melts and reed diffusers, lovingly hand blended, poured and 

beautifully packaged in the heart of Meriden. 

1st Meriden Scout Group 
 

Message from the Meriden Scout Group, 
We hope that you and your families are keeping well and safe during these abnormal times.  
The Leaders of the 1st Meriden Scout Group are hoping that this coronavirus pandemic and  
the lockdown will come to a speedy end, so that we can all get back to our normal Scouting,  
with the Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers. Like all Scout Groups in the Country, we  
shall only fully reopen when it is safe to do so, both for the Young People and the Leaders.  
Let’s all hope that this time is not too far away. 
During April, the Meriden Scout Group reached its 50th anniversary year, since the Group was first 
registered. We were intending to have a number of activities to celebrate this achievement, but obviously it 
was not possible to hold these. Perhaps we can arrange something both to celebrate the anniversary and the 
return to some sort of normality when we are able to open again? 
Until then we are trying to help where we can with some badge work that can be undertaken at home by the 
Young People. However, as you will appreciate, the volunteer Leaders themselves are all under pressure. 
When we are able to reopen, we shall need new Leaders for the Beaver section. Unfortunately, Maggie, 
Marie and Steve will all be leaving us during July. Maggie has taken up new work responsibilities which 
mean that she will no longer be able to lead the Colony, while Marie and Steve have additional family 
commitments. It will be really sad to lose their enthusiasm and leadership.  
Will you please consider if you, or any of your contacts, would be able to help us in any way with the 
leadership of the Beaver section. The Beaver Scouts will need a new team of Leaders or, unfortunately, the 
section will not be able to continue. If this were to happen it would be a great pity as the Beavers have always 
had a great time at their meetings and the section has been a great success. 
 

 

  

 

Contact Ian Hawkeswood 07399 689682 

� We also have 4 
Adult sides 1st XV to 
Vets 

 
� There will be a 

special welcome for 
new and returning 
players to the 
game. 

 

 

For more information about becoming a Leader, please contact Maggie, Mark Jones  
or myself. All the best to you all, please do see if you can help the Beaver section  
and keep safe. 
Yours in Scouting 
Gerry Russell (Group Scout Leader) 01676 522666 
Mark Jones (Assistant Group Scout Leader) 07801 773352 
Maggie O’Sullivan (Beaver Leader) 07773 643872 

 
  

 

www.facebook.com/brambleandbeeuk   
www.brambleandbee.co.uk   hello@brambleandbee.co.uk 

� 11 Mini & Junior age groups from 6-16 
years 

� Girls teams U/11 U/15  U/18 
� Under 18 Colts Side 

 
Our facilities are 1st class and all our coaches    

are RFU Qualified and CRB checked 
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Minister: Pastor Kevin Hunt (07970 552667) - Sunday Service: 1pm. In Meriden Methodist building. 

 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing 
clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and 
go to visit you?’ 
40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of 
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 
41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are 
cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was 
thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you 
did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was 
sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’ 
44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or 
thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did 
not help you?’ 
45 “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of 
the least of these, you did not do for me.’ 
46 “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to 
eternal life.” 

Let’s use the example of our brave, selfless frontline workers who are 
prepared to lay down their own lives to save others, people they’ve 
never met. Yet because of the passion and love that drives them, they 
won’t give up until the job is done, regardless of the cost.  

 ‘Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends.’ John 15:13. 
 

May God bless you. Kevin and Lyn Hunt. 

 

 

 

One of the most common statements that you hear these days is that ‘we are in unprecedented days’, and so we are, because of a single 
virus that has brought the world to its knees and shut down cities, towns, villages and the economies of every country on the globe. 
Thousands of people have sadly died through the corona virus and it has shown both the best and worst sides of people as we have 
tried to cope with its onslaught to the degree that our attention has been taken off everything but the virus. And yet we must not forget 
the millions who die each year through starvation, malaria and other curable diseases, that don’t get the same attention as Covid19 has 
from  all the powerful world leaders. 
The determination to find a cure for this disease has focused every mind in the medical and political world and, when it’s found it will 
be used to wipe out this killer disease. So why, when we have enough food to feed the hungry and enough drugs to cure most of the 
other killer diseases in this world, aren’t we using the same determination to do so?  Maybe it’s because most of the wealthy nations of 
this world aren’t affected by them, there’s enough food on the shelves of the supermarkets, enough drugs on the shelves of the 
pharmacies to not have to worry about hunger or common illnesses. It’s only when something strikes us personally which we can’t 
control, that we take notice. 
Billions of pounds have and are still being spent to overcome the effects of this virus by every nation that can seemingly afford it, and 
debts are mounting up so that the economies of the world might stand a chance of recovery. Then what? Covid19 is completely 
insignificant to the millions of people who will still die this year through hunger, malaria and other curable diseases as the rest of the 
world stands by and watches.  
As I leave you with these thoughts, consider seriously the words of Jesus from Matthew 25:31-46  
 
31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne. 32 All the 
nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep 
from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 34 “Then the King will say to those on his 
right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of 
the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was 
a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and 
you came to visit me.’ 37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you 
something to drink ? 

  

Message from Saqib Bhatti MP 
 

Dear residents, 
 
I hope you are reading this in good health and that your loved ones are safe and well. The outbreak of Covid-19 is a 
global incident, the like of which has not been seen for a generation. It has seen our nation and countries around the 
world adopting unprecedented measures to halt the spread of the virus. A few months ago, the concept of “social 
distancing” was not something many of us were familiar with and it is fair to say that all of our lives have altered 
seismically. Some of these changes will need to be maintained in the near future and there is no doubt that the coming 
months are going to be difficult, but we will only come through this period together. 
  
The Coronavirus has presented us with entirely new challenges and in the face of this adversity, we have seen incredible 
acts of community spirit and warmth. Throughout this crisis, it has been heartening to see the generosity of the people 
of Meriden and local businesses. This has ranged from the community volunteers who are shopping for elderly or 
vulnerable neighbours, to the businesses who have begun making ventilators and protective equipment for the NHS. 
  
Everybody has made sacrifices and this virus may have affected your family and people you know. It is essential that 
we continue to follow the Government advice and we do not risk throwing away the great sacrifice we have already 
made. Thank you to everyone who is organising food parcels, helping those in need or checking in on vulnerable friends 
and family. 
  
For those in the community who are having to be apart from friends and family, I would just like to say that I am 
thinking of you. If you or anyone you know ever needs to get in touch with me, I can be reached at 
saqib.bhatti@parliament.uk or on 0207 219 3423 and I will always do all I can to help with your concerns. 
  
Best wishes Saqib 
 

 

 
 

A Message from Councillor Diane Howell 
 
The world seems a very different place since I wrote my last Meriden Mag update. The Covid-19 pandemic has turned 
our lives upside down and it’s hard to remember how things used to be.  
There has always been a strong sense of community in Meriden and that has never been more apparent over the past few 
months. Many local organisations have provided practical and pastoral support, and volunteers have helped to ensure 
those who are self-isolating have the food and medication they need. Staff in our local shops have worked tirelessly to 
keep shelves stocked with food and adapt their stores to comply with social distancing. Some restaurants have altered 
their business to offer takeaways, allowing them to continue to trade and providing us with a little bit of normality and a 
change from our own cooking.  
 
Solihull Council have played a key part in the response to the pandemic. Council Officers have been working incredibly 
hard to keep essential frontline services running whilst supporting our most vulnerable residents. I’d like to record my 
thanks to them all. Some difficult decisions have had to be made to ensure that limited resources can be directed to areas 
most in need, for example postponing the start of the green garden waste collection. Temporary changes to services are 
never undertaken lightly but these decisions have been regularly reviewed to ensure they are still appropriate given the 
circumstances.  
As we look to the future, it is clear that things will not be the same. I don't think we can assume it will be ‘business as 
normal’. We have all experienced many changes in our lives and this has made us see things differently. There has been a 
huge reduction in travel: our roads are far less congested and our skies far quieter. This will inevitably have 
environmental benefits and may well change our attitude to how we use transport in the future. Many of us have got used 
to working from home, not having to endure traffic jams on the daily commute, and businesses have seen the benefits of 
this way of working too.  
Self-isolation and social distancing has meant our world view has become much smaller and many of us have become 
more reliant on our local shops and services. I hope that these businesses will continue to see good trade as the lockdown 
eases. 
And while it’s important our economy recovers, we need to be mindful of our commitment to tackling climate change. 
The lockdown has made us refocus our priorities. If one positive thing can come out of this crisis it may be that we 
rethink what is important to us. As your local Councillor I am committed to championing our community and I will work 
with my fellow Ward Councillors and our Council Leadership to ensure that we place residents’ needs at the heart of 
everything we do.  
I would be interested to hear your views on what the future may hold and what you think our priorities should be.  
 
Please do contact me at diane.howell@solihull.gov.uk 
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GGaarryy  FFrraannkklliinn    
              &  AAnnddyy  HHaawwkkiinnss  

Family Funeral Directors 
Extending a hand of friendship and support 

We understand that every family is different and we will tailor all 
arrangements to suit your needs, requirements and budget. 

 

*Traditional and Themed funerals* Private Chapels of Rest * 
 

*Available 24hours a day * Pre-Payment Funeral Plans *  
 

*Will Writing Service * 
 
 

*Help and Advice with DSS and Social Fund; both happily accepted* 

With branches in Tile Hill and 
Marston Green we are ideally 

situated to serve the communities of 
Coventry, Solihull and the 

surrounding areas. 

02476 47 3000 
333 Tile Hill Lane, Tile Hill Coventry CV4 9OU 

0121 779 5577 
50 Station Road Marston Green Birmingham  

B37 7AU 
Available 24hours a day 365 days a year 

Web site: www.franklinfunerals.co.uk 
Email:  info@franklin funerals.co.uk 

The Acorn Funeral 

from £1250 

(plus disbursements) 

 

 

 

 

Chartered Financial Planners and 
Employee Benefit Consultants�

Jamieson Christie Wealth 
Management Ltd 

Regent House 
430 – 432 Kenilworth Road 
Balsall Common CV7 7ER 

Tel 01676 532 210 
�

�������������������������
���������������������������������

�
Jamieson Christie Wealth Management Ltd is authorised and 

regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. Letter from Meriden, Connecticut, USA 
 

Letter from Meriden, Connecticut, USA 
Meriden, Connecticut, has a shiny new train station, as do the next towns up and down the New  
Haven-to-Hartford line. It’s all part of the state’s ongoing effort to encourage the use of commuter  
rail by tarting up or replacing stations, improving the tracks, and adding service. There are now 16 trains running each weekday 
through Meriden, a formerly industrial town that’s home to 59,540 souls, according to the latest census estimate. Or, rather, there 
used to be 16 trains daily -- until the coronavirus lockdown was declared. Now there’s reduced service, on the weekend schedule, 
and even that seems to be far in excess of demand. I know because I’ve spent a fair amount of time “socially isolating” in my car at 
two of those stations. Desperate for any excuse to get out of the house, I sip my coffee and read the paper and watch out, lest any 
other car should come within six feet. But they never do, because no matter how large the parking lot, there are precious few cars 
– sometimes no cars at all -- since there are precious few people riding the rails these days. So I sit in the car and listen to the P.A. 
system issuing recorded instructions and warnings to an empty platform. And speaking of transportation, Connecticut’s main 
airport is called Bradley International. It’s not a very busy one and probably has “International” in its name only because Aer Lingus 
and Air Canada are among the nine airlines that serve it. But I’m reminded of a sound I used to hear: jets that were coming in to 
Bradley from the south would lower their speed, seemingly right over my house, as they prepared to land. But right now I can’t 
remember the last time I heard that sound. The sky here seems almost empty of passenger planes. The same goes for Meriden 
Markham Municipal Airport, a small field that caters to small, private planes and has been doing so since 1928. But where are the 
planes? Even the roads and highways are carrying less traffic than usual, with people either obeying the government guidance to 
stay home or finding that they really have nowhere to go. The one exception is the “school parades” that we now occasionally see, 
a cheery novelty in which teachers and administrators decorate their cars and drive up and down the streets where the children of 
their school live, honking their horns and waving to the kids, usually accompanied by police cars and/or fire engines. As for the 
economic crisis that has befallen much of the world, Meriden charities and businesses have been cooperating with City Hall to 
soften its impact on local people and small businesses, and that’s in addition to the more than $6 trillion (that’s a six followed by a 
dozen zeros!) that Uncle Sam has already thrown at the problem. Will that be enough? Who knows. I recently received my “relief” 
check from the U.S. Treasury, but it didn’t have 12 zeros. In fact, I couldn’t help noticing that it was not as big as the check I had 
sent to the Treasury a few weeks earlier. But I have a plan: Carry on, muddle through, and hope for the best. 
         Reach Glenn Richter at grichter@record-journal.com. 

The Village - Meriden is a rural village historically thought to be the geographical centre of England. In the 2011 Census, the 
population of the Meriden parish was 2,719 but this is estimated to have risen to 3,096 by 2017. It lies between the cities of 
Birmingham and Coventry, with good transport links to both, in a ‘green belt’ of the countryside known as the Meriden Gap. The 
village has several shops, salons and offices, 4 pubs/restaurants/hotels, one traditional pub, an Indian restaurant, a library, a post 
office, 3 churches, a school for children up to age 11, a care home for the elderly, a sports park and a doctors’ surgery. There are 
several farms operating in the surrounding countryside, one of which also has a farm shop and restaurant. The area is criss-crossed 
with lovely footpaths. It’s a great place to live, whatever age you are. 
Effect of the Virus - The virus came to all our attention in the UK in early March. We were asked to start ‘social distancing’ i.e. 
keeping at least 2 metres away from others, unless they lived in the same house. People over 70, anyone with Covid-19 symptoms 
and anyone with ‘underlying health issues were all told to ‘self-isolate’ – i.e. not go out of their home at all. This immediately caused 
panic buying of food across the country. Within a couple of weeks, we were all told to ‘stay at home’ at all times, apart from local 
trips to buy essential food or medication, to take some form of exercise or to go to work if it wasn’t possible to work from home. The 
police were now enforcing this and issuing fines to those who did not follow the rules. 
Our Community Spirit - All the local shops had to close apart from those selling food and medication, and the post office. They have 
been doing a fabulous job of keeping the village both fed and safe. Some have been doing home delivery if people couldn’t get out. 
Some rationing of food has been put in place to ensure it gets to the most people. The local Parish Council and Church joined forces 
to create a ‘Community Emergency Action Team’ with a phone line for residents to call if they needed anything, including someone 
to talk to. Lots of residents volunteered to help with this. The local pub, although closed, continued to provide lunches for those 
residents who relied on them, but delivered them to their homes instead. People have been talking to their neighbours more and 
shopping for each other. Our Facebook sites have generated lots of ideas to help keep children occupied now that schools too are 
closed. E.g. there are many houses with Teddy Bears and Rainbows in the window, for children to find when they take their daily 
exercise. Lots of people are out walking and taking the chance for a friendly chat with a stranger (at a 2m distance of course). Every 
Thursday at 8pm the whole country makes a noise (at their front doors) to say ‘Thank You’ to the staff in our wonderful National 
Health Service who are on the front line, trying to save the lives of those who succumb to this terrible virus. And technology is 
playing a big part too, with families using e.g. Facetime to see and speak to each other and share a ‘virtual hug’. We can’t wait for it 
all to be over so that we can have a real one! 
Life after Covid-19 - We are hoping that life will not go back to how it was before. We want to keep the wonderful community spirit 
going and hope that the new approach to caring for and talking more to each other will continue.                Chris Bannister 

 

We are very proud to tell you that Chris’s article was published in the Meriden Record Journal (USA) 

Letter from Meriden, UK 

Two Meridens in lockdown – we have exchanged notes with 
our namesake in the USA. See what you think…… 
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Berkswell Road, Meriden, Coventry CV7 7LB 
Tel: 01676 522403     Mob: 07917518724 

Fax: 01676 523181 
Email: martin.pettiforandson@gmail.com 

A. PETTIFOR & SON LTD 
SELF  
STORAGE 
CONTAINERS 

Now available 
For home and business 

10ft &20ft (600&1200 cubic ft) 
Lockable containerised units 

Easy access with your own personal key 
Drive direct to your clean and dry unit 
10ft Containers from £18 per week 
20ft Containers from £30 per week 
Discounts available for longer periods 

Warehousing & Distribution 

 

 
 
 

 

01676 521010 
Brand new premises 
Off Marsh Lane  
Near Lincoln Farm  
Truck Stop,  B92 0LS 
Call for directions 

Call us for a 
quotation 
for your 
motoring 
needs 

 

� Servicing 
� Repairs 
� Tyres 
� Exhausts 
� Suspensions 
� Brakes 
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Meriden Women’s Institute 
            1918 - 2020 
Before all this strange new normal began, we enjoyed Jeni Mabey telling us 
all about cosmetic products that are made 
without any harmful substances and in March a 
very enterprising young man, Jo Vaughan 
demonstrated tempering chocolate and told us 
about his chocolate business in Knowle. We do 
hope he will survive the next few months. 

Our speakers for April and June have been 
postponed ‘til 2021 when we hope to be meeting 
again as usual. We’re very sorry to be missing the 
‘Calendar Girls’ film, but hope to have it as a               

m                                     main feature next year. 

We were very sorry to hear of Mollie Robertson passing away on April 1st. A good number of friends lined 
the Main Road on 7th May to see the cortege make the last journey to Coventry crematorium. We shall 
miss her genuine interest in all that was happening even though both her sight and mobility was 
restricted. 

While all our activities out of the home have 
been restricted, we have used our time well 
— our gardens are well in order, jigsaws 
have been completed and new recipes 
tried. Some knitting and sewing has been 
done for NHS and Care Workers – 
bereavement hearts knitted and scrub bags 

sewn – Thank you very much to Alma Russell, Sue Fuller, Chris Jones 
and Val Martin, your contributions were very much appreciated. 

A Flower quiz kept us busy guessing and VE Day was a pleasant interlude 
enjoyed at the prescribed distancing! 

A really pleasing event has happened for those members as they 
celebrate their birthdays. Each month Serena, one of our newest 
members has taken a pot of flowers to their home. This kind act has 
been very much appreciated by eight members so far. 

Laura would like to thank the man from Fairfield Rise who helped to 
change the shredded tyre of her car on the A45 as well as Albert 
Road and Grace Road residents who have been very good clapping 
and singing for her, Graham and Brian as they celebrated birthdays in 
isolation. Table Top sales have been happening as cupboards and 
drawers are cleared. 

It’s also been good to see so many ‘thank you’ rainbows posted about 
for NHS & Carers, as well as Refuse collectors and shop workers, who all keeping us going. 

Technology in the form of ‘ZOOM’ is keeping the WI committee together. Meriden Women’s Institute 
Facebook page has around 30 views for each of the items posted there. We do 
hope that members are making some connection with each other by telephone, 
letter and email. 

Keep in touch, enjoy your activities. There will be so much to talk about 
sometime in the future when we meet again. 

Thank you to Joanne 
Shenton’s son, Max, for 
creating this new digital 

picture of the Meriden Cross 

George Eliot Hospital Team 
received the bags we made 

 

Meriden Library 
 01676 522717 
www.facebook.com/meridenlib 

Readers Circle 
 

Due to the lockdown, our monthly gatherings have 
been temporarily suspended. However, we intend to 
return in September with masses of Lockdown 
Literature to share and to recommend.   
Look out for the details which will be published in the 
Autumn Meriden Mag.       

Karen Campbell, a contemporary Crime writer, is a 
former police officer from Glasgow. She published her 
debut novel, “The Twilight Time“ in 2008.  The book’s 
main character features Anna Cameron, a police officer 
in Glasgow. Anna is a new Sergeant in the Flexi Unit 
policing an inner city area. On her first day in post, she 
discovers that she will be working with her ex-partner 
Jamie, which, in turn, leads to some emotional 
problems with Jamie’s wife. At the same time Anna is 
immediately plunged into a murder case in the 
underworld of Glasgow’s notorious Drag, the haunt of 
working girls, drug dealers and sad, seedy men.  No 
punches are pulled in Campbell’s graphic scenes.  The 
murder is eventually solved, not by brilliant detective 
work but through hard graft policing in some of the 
toughest inner city areas imaginable.  This is a very 
impressive first novel. 
 
After three further police novels by Campbell, “This is 
Where I Am” (2013),   addresses a totally new theme.  
It concerns Abdi, a Somalian asylum seeker and his 
young daughter, Rebecca. Abdi understands very little 
English and none of our customs. 
 Debora, recently widowed and still very much 
mourning her loss, is drifting through life.  She 
volunteers to work part-time for The Scottish Refugee 
Council and her first job is to be allocated as a mentor 
to Abdi and his daughter.  The novel is humorous at 
times, but also touching and infuriating when many of 
the injustices of the system are exposed.  As more of 
Abdi’s story is revealed, some of which is heart-
breaking, the novel builds up to a very moving climax.  
A very powerful story, it is a strongly recommended 
read.  To quote an official reviewer   “…think you have 
a social conscience? Read this, weep and think again. 
 
Peter Moss 

 

 

 
In line with government guidelines, we had to 
temporarily close the library in Meriden, along with all 
of our other sites, on 19 March 2020, to ensure we kept 
the people of Meriden, as well as our staff, safe. 
We left the Bookstart bears in charge of looking after 
the building, and we were glad we did, as the village 
soon started its own version of “We’re Going on a 
Bearhunt”. Hopefully, some of you saw our  
bears enjoying their reading time  
as you ventured out on your daily  
walk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Most recently we decided to decorate our windows to 
celebrate the 75th anniversary of VE Day. This was a 
national event of  
such significance 
we couldn’t leave  
the library out of  
the village-wide  
“Stay at Home  
Street Party”.  
Big Ted and Little  
Ted have certainly entered into the spirit of the day. 
We’ve also been busy keeping in touch with you using 
our Facebook page and we’ve had a record-breaking 
amount of views, likes and shares.  It’s been wonderful 
to hear from our regular customers in the comments - 
we miss you! One of our posts was shared as far away 
as the USA, and has reached a total of 9,500 people to 
date!  We’ve also ensured that we can offer a digital 
service while the building is closed, by offering a range 
of eBooks, eAudio, eMagazines and Newspapers, as 
well as extending some of our usual Library resources 
like the family tree database Ancestry to you at home 
during this time. 
Looking to the future, libraries will have an important 
role to play in rebuilding social connections for 
customers who have spent months in isolation, and 
who may be feeling fragile, if not forgotten. Please rest 
assured that Meriden library’s staff will be ready and 
eager to reopen the doors and welcome you back as 
soon as it is declared safe to do so.  
Follow us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/meridenlib and find out more 
about our offers while you are staying safe at home at 
www.solihull.gov.uk/libraries 

 

Editor’s Note - Instead of our usual book review, 
we are including an “Author Review”, chosen, 
recommended and provided by Peter Moss. It 
reviews 2 of the author’s books and tells us a little 
about her. 
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We hope you are keeping safe and coping in these difficult times.  
So much (and so little!) has happened in the last few months. 

Our last fundraising event was a fashion show held at the Social 
Club in March, less than two weeks before the lock-down. Whilst 
the number of attendees was lower than usual, it raised £390, 
thanks to Abbie at the Club, to those who attended and also to 
those who donated their ticket money but felt unable to attend.  

Since then, we have had to cancel all of our fundraising activities 
and most regrettably, this must now include our much-
anticipated Meriden Open Gardens event which was scheduled 
for Sunday 5th July. But all may not be lost, see later in this 
article! 

The pesky little Covid-19 virus, 450 times smaller than the width 
of a human hair, is certainly making changes to our lives, the way 
we do things and highlighting our dependency on others. But 
there have been some bright spots - whether it be sharing a smile 
or a few words whilst we wait in orderly lines outside Budgens, 
the Co-Op or Lloyds, by helping those more vulnerable, or by 
unselfishly adopting the latest guidelines – it underlines the great 
community spirit in Meriden. 

It has also shown how reliant we are on the scientific 
community to develop tools and treatments to help us 
overcome the virus.  At Cancer Research UK, some staff, 
kit and machinery have been refocussed to increase 
Covid-19 testing capacity, making PPE and supporting NHS 
activity. One strand of research is also looking at how 
COVID-19 may be tackled by the use of another virus (see 
https://scienceblog.cancerresearchuk.org/2020/04/29/fi
ghting-viruses-with-viruses for details). As CRUK’s 
Research Director Iain Foulkes says “Today our 
researchers are helping to beat COVID-19 so that 
‘tomorrow’ we can get back to beating cancer”.  

CRUK, along with all other charities great and small, will be 
more in need of our support than ever.  At present, it is 
impossible to predict when we will be able to get back into 
full fundraising mode, BUT if practical and socially 
permissible, we will look at possibly holding a scaled-back 
Meriden Open Gardens in late August.  Of course, this 
would involve some form of distancing and following all 
government guidelines and will restrict some normal 
fundraising activities but, we believe that if it is at all 
possible it would be a good thing to do for CRUK and for 
the village.  Look out for local posters and Meriden 
Facebook information closer to the time. 

In the meantime, we hope you remain safe, enjoy your 
garden and the environs of Meriden and we look forward 
to seeing you all at events in the future. 

 

Meriden volunteers 
Please contact 
Sue 01676 522540 
Carol 01676 522888 

The Gardener’s Wife 
 

(as included in the September 1981 edition of Meriden Parish News) 
 

On Saturday, 12th September the Meriden Garden and Allotments Association holds its Annual show at the Heart of England 
Club.  This is perhaps one of the busiest times of the year for the gardener and his wife because so much comes to fruition 
all at once and what cannot be eaten must be preserved in one way or another.  Nothing must be wasted because to 
discard anything edible represents not only a loss of winter food, but also a tremendous waste of the gardener’s time and 
labour. 
In my salad days, before I was married, I gave scant consideration to the implications of being married to a gardener – 
although I should have known better as my father has always been a gardener and a deal of time during my formative years 
was spent on his wartime allotment.  To this day my mother’s kitchen is full of odd vegetables and fruit brought in from the 
garden in triumph – “Look at THAT” or “Can you use this quickly because it won’t KEEP” – of a slightly rotten specimen. 
We elected to have the Authorized Version of the Marriage Service including the promise to obey, which I have more or less 
kept, except when it has been expedient to do otherwise, but were I to go through the ceremony again with my beloved, I 
think I should give consideration to re-writing the words of the service to cover contingencies which I did not foresee all 
those years ago.  It might now read something like this:- 
“Dearly beloved, we are gathered together here in the sight of God and in the face of this Allotments Association, to join 
together this Gardener and this woman . . .” 
“Wilt thou obey him when he produceth beetroot, freshly dug, which requireth cooking and which will necessitate the 
cleaning of the cooker because the saucepan hath boileth over? 
“Wilt thou serve him when he bringeth leeks in mid-winter with pounds of sticky soil thereon? 
“Wilt thou love him when his runner beans prospereth and he requireth that they be deep-frozen forthwith? 
“Wilt thou honour him when thy airing cupboard (being a dark place) shall be filled to overflowing with seed potatoes? 
“Wilt thou keep him in sickness, especially when his fingers are frozen from picking sprouts at Christmas and his language, 
thereby, is sore afflicted . . .? 
“. . . and in health when he requireth that his bumper garlic crop be hung up to dry over the front door? 
“. . . and forsaking all other forms of ready-prepared, cleaned, canned, frozen or dried, keep thee only unto fresh 
vegetables, so long as ye both shall live? 
The answer might well be: - “I will, under certain conditions.” 

S M Fuller 

  

 
 

 

unit 

 

 

 

AMS Pest Control Services 
‘Experts in Protected’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

02476 265 067 
www.ams-wm.uk 

 

Wasp Nest Treatment £60 
 

Rodent Control 
 

Insect Infestation Treatment 
 

Discreet unmarked vans 
 

Same day service available 
 

Indi Sangha 
Window Cleaning and 
Jet Washing Services 
 

Serving Meriden and Millison’s 
Wood area for over 20 years 
                        Call 07949 227402 

 

Meriden Blinds 
Buy 2 Get 1 Free * 

On All verticals, Metal venetians, and Roller Blinds 

 
 

For a friendly, free, no obligation quote 
 

CALL US ON: 01676 523642 
Or email:info@meridenblinds.co.uk 

 
We also stock Faux/ Real Wood venetians, a stunning range of fabrics 

for Roman blinds, & a range of Perfect Fit blinds ideal for conservatories 

 
All prices quoted include measuring fitting and VAT 

*Terms and conditions apply 
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07542 733152 
For all your motoring needs 

A B SERVICES 

� Servicing 
� Diagnostics 
� Repairs 
� All work undertaken 
� No job too small  
� Modern Vehicles to Classics 
� Fully mobile 
Call Alex on 07542 733152 
Quote ‘Meriden Mag’ for  
10% labour discount 

 

 

A Thank you message 

We are sure that many 
Meriden Residents will 
agree with us that we 
should send an enormous 
‘Thank you’ to the many 
people who have helped in the community during 
the present lockdown. Especial appreciation to the 
Community Emergency Action Team set up by Rev 
Lynda Lilley and the Parish Council. They have 
recruited an army of volunteers who have provided 
help to individuals in the community. Neighbours 
have looked out for each other and many people 
have kept in touch with friendly phone calls.  

A special mention must go to the Queen’s Head for 
their daily lunch deliveries and to Budgens for 
delivering grocery orders. 

Thank you all, you have helped to make lockdown 
less isolating  

Sue Fuller and Elizabeth Spencer  

MIDLANDS COMMUNITY DRAW 2020 
The draw is organised by 10 Rotary Clubs including 
Meriden. Draw tickets bearing their names and logos 
are issued to participating good causes. The tickets are 
sold for £1 each, and 80p of this is immediately the 
property of the good cause. 20p per ticket, covering 
costs and the prize fund, is remitted to the organising 
Rotary Club along with the ticket stubs ahead of the 
draw which will be held in November. 
There is a first prize of £1,000, with further prizes 
dependant on the number of tickets sold. In 2019 there 
were additional prizes of £250, £100, and 12 of £50. 
There is no cost to participating good causes and all 
legal requirements are covered by the Rotary Clubs. 
The Draw has proved to be very attractive for those 
wishing to raise small sums of money but with prizes 
that a draw organised by them could not afford. In 
2019 £16,000 was raised by 60 good causes. Meriden 
Rotary Club had 8 good causes who raised £1,800. 
Good causes included sports clubs, scouts, medical 
and socially deprived groups, village halls and a 
myriad of others. 
Meriden Rotary Club will again be participating in the 
2020 Draw, and is looking to hear from good causes 
who might wish to raise £250 upwards. Good causes 
do not have to be registered charities, but must 
demonstrate benefit to the community. 

Any interested good cause should contact 
meriden@midlandcommunitydraw.org.uk 

 

 

BERKSWELL ROAD  
MERIDEN  
CV7 7LB 

 

ROOM HIRE AVAILABLE FOR WEDDINGS, 
PARTIES, CHRISTENINGS etc. 

CATERING, MUSIC & ROOM DECORATION 
CAN BE ARRANGED 

 

 

Call: Abbie on  
01676 522430 

Abbie and James send their very best 
wishes to all their customers, both old 
and new, and promise that as soon as 
possible within the Government 

guidelines you will be assured of a very  
warm welcome! 

 

A message from Councillor Ian Courts “Hindsight is a wonderful thing, hope is better” 

When I wrote in January, “2020 is already shaping up as another year of challenges....”  little did I think we would be 
faced with this world-wide coronavirus pandemic, that we would be under attack by this invisible, undiscriminating 
enemy.  Now, as I write this, on 1st May, it is hard to grasp it all, so many lives lost, families ripped apart or turned 
upside down. Can we now have room for hope amidst the many tragedies? I say that we must. 
As Leader of Solihull Council, I have worked with officers and health experts to navigate, as best we can, a way 
through this pandemic, to prioritise help for the most vulnerable, safeguard lives, prioritise council services, deal with 
the additional responsibilities taken on from government. 
 

As a Council, we have had to manage our services to reduce infection, which has involved shutting down many of our 
public places, yet still providing the services residents need and expect, such as weekly waste bin collections.  By the 
time you read this, garden waste collections should have been resumed.   
Behind the scenes we have had to reorganise ourselves to focus support on our most vulnerable, usually with help 
from our magnificent communities, whom I thank sincerely for what they have done. How heartening has it been to 
see the compassion and kindness shown by my fellow citizens, helping others get through.   
 

Meriden was there up front with their support. St Laurence Church and the Parish Council were some of the 
first in the country to arrange a Community Emergency Action Team. On the first week of lockdown, 
every home in the village had a note telling people how to contact the village helpers. Marvellous. Where would 
we have been without this type of community energy? 
 
Elsewhere in the borough, local people and organisations have mobilised to help. Simple good neighbourliness on the 
one hand; on the other, schools and companies mobilising for the common good:   JLR 3D printing of PPE for the 
NHS; Solihull College donating aprons, gloves, wipes and hand gel to our care workers; National Grid supplying 
iPads and PPEs; Changan UK, providing masks. 
 
We have been working closely with our care homes, care workers and those providing care in residents’ own homes, 
to make sure they are able to continue with their vital work 
One consequence of the lockdown has been the terrible damage to our local economy.  We are starting the process of 
planning for some level of normality, although it is evident that will not simply be a return to how we were.  I have 
worked throughout with officers to look at what we can do to help businesses survive the lockdown; just as 
importantly, what we can do as we emerge through the other side 
 
We are now putting together an economic recovery plan to guide us through the next few months.  There will have to 
be a focus on towns and local centres as they emerge from lockdown. We are highlighting the need to support retailers 
and independent businesses through reinforcing the ‘Shop Local’ message.  
HS2 is having a major effect locally, as we locals know, but there will be opportunities for local businesses to benefit 
from projects such as HS2.  Our role is to work with these projects to ensure our economy- and our local economy- 
benefits.   
 
We will continue to focus on support for people, helping link people to jobs and training support.  Recognising the 
strength of our small and medium sized enterprise sector within Solihull, we will promote our individual support for 
those wanting to consider self-employment or want to develop their own business ideas. 
The task of recovery will be even more challenging when we factor in climate change. The global coronavirus crisis 
might have captured the headlines, but the environment and climate change crisis has not gone away.   The pressure 
will go on to reduce carbon emissions, invest in the borough’s natural capital, plant trees, greening the borough’s 
economy. 
 

For me personally, how humbling it was to see the long hours that my council team have had to work, the flexibility 
and resilience they have had to show, the compassion for those needing help. I have applauded them on a Thursday, as 
well as the wonderful NHS and social care teams, local pharmacy workers, delivery drivers, emergency service 
personnel, local teams in our stores making sure we have food. Thank you all. 
 
2020 will go down in history as one of this country’s most challenging years ever. Rest assured I will do my best, as 
will my officer and council member colleagues, to pull us through this crisis. 
Using Sheila’s and my wish in our Mayoral year, and as inscribed on the stones in Katherine’s Wood in Lavender Hall 
Park, Balsall Common, pray Health Happiness and Harmony to you all. Let me add the word “Hope”.   Our brand is 
“Solihull for Success” 

Cllr Ian Courts 

Leader, Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council & Portfolio Holder for the Economy 
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Battleships  
        

       2,1 

       1 

       4,1 

       1,1 

       6 

       1 

       1,2 

1,1 1,1,1 5 1,1 3,1,1 1,1 1,1  
 

BATTLESHIPS - HOW TO PLAY:- The numbers around the grid 
indicate the number of occupied squares in the row or column. 
E.g. 1,3 means the row contains one occupied square then at 
least one space then 3 consecutive occupied squares. There 
may be spaces before the single square and after the 3 
consecutive ones. Fill in the grid so that the numbers tally and 
it contains 3 cruisers (4 squares long), 3 launches (2 squares 
long) and 3 buoys (single squares). Boats are always horizontal 
or vertical in the grid and may occupy touching squares. 

PUZZLE PAGE – No. 4 

Add Up 

  

   

 

    

     

12 9 

32 

41 

4 

ADD UP – HOW 
TO PLAY :- The 
number in each 
circle is the sum 
of the two 
immediately 
below it. No 
circle contains 
zero. Can you 
fill in all the 
numbers?

WORD LADDER: -Change one letter at a time, but not the 
position of any letter, to make a new word on each rung, 
from top to bottom, using the exact number of rungs 

T I M E 

    

    

    

    

    

W A R P 

C O L D 

    

    

    

    

    

F E E T 

There may be more than one answer. 

PATHFINDER:- Starting from the shaded centre 
letter, move up, down or sideways (but NOT 
diagonally) to find the path through  21 words, 
all meaning to ‘move on foot’. 

WORD CHAIN – Place the groups of letters 
listed below into the boxes to form a chain of 
words, so that each box makes a word when 
paired up with the next box. 

R 

 SPOT THE LOCAL LANDMARK 

How observant are you? These are all visible from roads in and around 
Meriden and Millison’s Wood.  Mark them on the map opposite. 

 

 

 
 

 

How many 
did you 
find? 

A 

E 

F 
D 

CB 

K J I 

H G 

O N M L 
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 EXTRA PUZZLE PAGE 
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This Annual Report for 2019-2020 is mostly based on the Annual Assembly held in April 2019 where 
members of the parish council met with members of the community. The issues raised were many and this 
reports the actions taken by the Parish Council.  

Due to Covid-19, meetings and actions since March have had to be suspended. However, a joint initiative 
with St Laurence Church was set up in March 2020 “The Meriden Helpline”. All households got a leaflet 
through the door just before lockdown with a single phone number for any resident who needs help with 
shopping, collection of medication or just someone to talk to. I would like to thank the volunteers who 
answer the phone (we’ve answered 350 calls so far) and the 55 volunteers who are asked to venture out or 
call someone who needs a chat. We are working closely with SMBC, the local school and GP practice The 
NHS have helped us with PPE equipment and we have provided gloves and gel. There have been many acts 
of kindness by others, too many to mention, and we appreciate every single one.  

The Helpline Number is 07483 371204 8am to 8pm every day 

FEEDBACK FROM THE ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 
THE ENVIRONMENT  
1. Recycling plant, quarries and air pollution - The Parish Council listened to residents and worked in 

partnership with SMBC public health and the Environment Agency for monitoring equipment to be 
placed in the parish.   You will have noticed the monitoring stations sited in the sports park car park by 
the EA and near Meriden C. of E. Primary School by SMBC Public Health.   Data will be recorded and 
evaluated after 3-6 months of monitoring. 

2. The effects of HS2 - The Parish Council continue to promote the attendance of HS2/LM/BBV at parish 
council meetings on a quarterly basis for residents to receive updates, raise their concerns and receive 
answers to their questions.  The recent review concluded the project will go ahead and work will 
continue on M42 junction 6, A446 and A452.  Work is already progressing on the new road layouts and 
station build. The community engagement team continue to organise drop-ins and information updates 
and these are publicised on the parish council website, Facebook page and noticeboards.   

BUS SERVICE, TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAYS 
1. Parking restrictions - Phase 1 has been completed with refresh of yellow lines, no loading and time 

restrictions supported by the Enforcement Officer.  Phase 2 has been out for consultation and has been 
shared on the Parish Council Facebook page and website. These works will continue by SMBC based 
upon public feedback. 

2.  Disabled carpark spaces - The parish council has put this request to SMBC highways officers for their       
suggestions. 
3.  Bus services on Sundays and transport services for villages with additional needs (elderly and vision 
impaired) - The Parish Council continue to liaise with Transport for West Midlands for sustainable transport 
services connecting Meriden to Birmingham, Coventry and Solihull.  After a period of uncertainty, 
Community Transport took over “the little blue bus” linking to service 89.  Service 82 (now the X20) 
introduced very welcome increased connectivity for our community, by adding connections to Stratford-
upon-Avon via Solihull Station and Shirley. 
4. Enforcement Officer - The trial initiative of Meriden’s own Enforcement Officer jointly funded by the 
Parish Council and SMBC has proved successful.  Moving forward we will be funding the Enforcement  
 

ANNUAL REPORT 2019 – 2020 
 

We started 2020 with speakers on various topics beginning with “Who Killed the 
Red Baron”, information about Coventry City of Culture 2021 and a “My Job” talk 
from a new member followed by a talk about APS Support UK (Antiphospholipid 
Syndrome). We watched the debating team from Heart of England School who 
were going to represent our club in the Rotary Youth Speaks Competition. 

Paul Spencer visited again and this time explained the importance of having a correctly drawn up Power of Attorney and 
we heard about the wonders and history of Birmingham Cathedral. Our last speaker in the “normal” world was Phil 
Taylor who amazed us with his magic. 
A representative from TS Stirling Sea Cadets joined a meeting and we were able to present a cheque for £250 for the help 
they gave to us collecting in local villages with the Santa Sleigh. TS Stirling has now received the sports kit we donated 
but we have been unable to photograph a presentation due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
As a result of a casual conversation between one of our members and one of his contractors, we were able to donate £224 
to TS Stirling to help four of their cadets who come from deprived families, to take up their places in a summer trip to an 
American military base in the USA. The same member was also able to get one of his suppliers, Howdens Joinery Ltd, to 
donate £500 towards our Golf Day which raises funds to send about a hundred severely disabled children from 
Woodlands School to take part in “Kids Out Day” at Drayton Manor Theme Park. 
We had a visitor from the Rotary Club of Melkbos in South Africa, who about 20 years ago was a work colleague of one 
of our members and she brought greetings from her club and we exchanged banners and sent back our greetings.  
On the 17th March we decided to suspend future face to face meetings of the Rotary Club of Meriden due to the Covid-
19 pandemic in line with government advice.  However, we have begun to use “Zoom” as a way of keeping in touch and 
continuing our meetings. Our fourth Zoom meeting took place on Tuesday 21st April when most of our members joined 
in. We are now planning to include some interesting speakers in our weekly Zoom meetings.  
During the last four weeks we have been able to obtain a £400 donation from Aldi for a Coventry homeless charity. 
Members are also donating some money saved by not meeting weekly to the Trussell Trust food bank in Chelmsley 
Wood. We have also donated to Woodlands School food bank and we have been able to help with the operating costs of 
some of the local volunteer Covid-19 groups that have been established to help those who are vulnerable and self-
isolating in their homes. We have also contributed to the cost of materials used by two local people who are 
manufacturing PPE for the NHS on 3D printers. 
We are normally a busy and friendly club and you can find out more about our activities and Rotary in general on our 
new website, which is still under development, just Google “Meriden Rotary”.  
If anyone would like to join with us to hear any of these speakers, they are welcome to make contact through our website 
www.meridenrotary.org.uk to request a Zoom meeting invitation. Details of our guest speakers and dates will be 
announced soon. 
The Rotary Club of Meriden would like to wish everyone  
good health during the difficult times that we are living through. 
Geoff Arthur, President  
 

 

Donald Keeble 
 

11th May 1927- 6th April 
2020 

 

Meriden Rotary Club 
were very sad to 

announce the death of  
Donald Keeble,  

a founder member of 
the Club 

 

Donald was a founder member of the Rotary Club of 
Meriden. He was the 7th President in 1985/6 and served as 
Treasurer several times totalling about 12 years. He was a real 
“Gentleman”. He was kind and unselfish and he only very 
rarely missed a club meeting. For most of his working life he 
worked for Barclays Bank where he was a bank manager. His 
wife Lilah died in 2017 and his daughter Gaynor, who is a 
professional opera singer, lives locally. He attended his last 
Rotary meeting about 6 weeks before he died. His memory of 
events and wise contributions to our meetings will be missed. 
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LITTLE ANGELS PRE-SCHOOL 
 

  TAKING BOOKINGS  
FOR SEPTEMBER 2020 NOW! 

 
 

 

We are open 7.30am-6.00pm and have sessional and full time spaces 
available for 2 - 4 year olds. 

 
We accept 15 & 30 hour funding and tax free childcare schemes. 

 
We can also provide afternoon care for children attending Meriden 
Primary School nursery next year. Non-funded and funded places 

available (Did you know that you can split your 30 hours entitlement 
between both settings?) 

 
For more information or to book your child's place, please contact us 

at info@littleangelsgroup.co.uk or 07812127772 

 

We look forward to opening the salon as soon as we are allowed to and seeing 
all our lovely clients again. We know that we will have to operate slightly  
differently and are closely monitoring the Government guidelines in order that  
we can be fully compliant.  We want to ensure that the re-opening of the salon is a smooth process. We’re 
not currently sure of numbers in the salon at any one time, so it would be helpful to know in advance who 
wants an appointment as soon as we re-open. We invite you to email rosemary@blitzbeauty.co.uk  with 
your name, telephone number and the appointments you would like, in priority order. Then we will have 
an active waiting list and be able to call you and make appointments in advance of the salon opening date. 
If you would like to be added to our mailing list please email jo@blitzbeauty.co.uk  
You can also follow us on Facebook blitz beauty. We are doing regular updates and helpful videos to keep you going 
whilst we are closed. 
We look forward to receiving your emails. With much love and well wishes, Jo and all the girls @ blitz 

blitz 
Beauty Salon 

9-11 Birmingham Rd. 
Millison’s Wood 

All aspects of Beauty Therapy 
including; Manicures, Pedicures, 
Waxing, Eye treatment, Facials, 
CACI facials and body treatments, 
Microdermabrasion, Massages, 
Hopi Ear Candles, Gel Nails and 

Extensions, Body Wraps,  
Hot Stone Massage, Spray Tanning 
and Vertical Sun bed, Vibroplate 

 

 

Officer 100% for 2020-2021.  Currently 145 tickets have been issued with 120 fines paid, generating an 
income of £3,000. 
5. Speeding through the village is a problem - Speedwatch was reinstated in October 2019 with insurance 
and support from WM police team in place. The team comprising police, parish council and volunteers has 
carried out 4 sessions with 60 letters sent out by West Midlands Police.  We have a trained volunteer team 
of 12 supporting Speed Watch. If you are interested in joining the Speedwatch team please email: 
Jon.Barber@meridenparishcouncil.org.uk 

SPORT 
1. A swing in the park for disabled children - Sports Park Directors have considered the introduction of a 
disabled swing. However, scoping works carried out by playground specialists identified the need to 
redesign areas of the existing play area due to the minimum space required for swing movement without 
impacting safety of park users.  Currently, there is the basket swing for multi-use. However, a better 
solution will be considered for the future. 
2. More sports opportunities for children and young people - Sports Park Directors are discussing 
opportunities with external providers for Saturday football training; resurrection of Junior and Youth teams 
and an improved sports camp offer to families for their children/young people to participate in sports 
activities.  The Girls FA Wildcat programme has proved very popular and has moved to Meriden School for 
winter training. 
3. “Velo was not a good idea”.  “Need more public consultation on future Velo events etc” - The Velo 
event has proven unpopular with many residents due to restriction of access to and from homes from the 
many road closures imposed.  SMBC lead on the event and many representations have been made to 
officers for a re-routing of the event to provide residents with greater movement on event day and for  use 
of local stewards with knowledge of the road networks in and around Meriden.  Currently with Covid-19 
the event is cancelled for 2020.   

NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
1. Keep development to a minimum - The parish council appointed a Consultant to assist with the “call for 
sites” minimising the impact of future developments in our local community.  Independent assessments 
were carried out on the suitability of identified sites in Meriden, with the outcome of only one being 
considered which had been previously put forward for development.   
2. Neighbourhood plan feedback from residents – “excellent document we need to protect our fabulous 
green spaces” - The Neighbourhood Development Plan has been a long process for all those involved in its 
creation for the protection of Meriden’s history and sustainability of its future.  We are lucky that the Parish 
retains much of its rural charm whilst being accessible to Birmingham, Coventry and Solihull with good road 
and transport networks.  Of course, key to this is Meriden’s landscape and historical value being part of the 
historic Vale of Arden and protected Meriden Gap.   
3.”Lets push for affordable housing to attract young families into the village to build future generations 
in the community”, “Affordable housing for people tied to the parish”, “Covenants to stop affordable 
housing being extended and sold at a profit which always happens and then they’re not affordable”.  - All 
Parish Council negotiations with developers and housing associations will be to provide the best offer for a 
sustainable future for Meriden’s community. 
GENERAL UPDATES 
1.  Neighbourhood Development Plan nears completion with Regulation 14 concluded and the process is 

about to go to Regulation 16.  SMBC is currently reviewing the NDP and we await their outcome prior 
to submitting to the Planning Inspectorate with a community Referendum expected next year. 
Unfortunately the process has been delayed once more due to Covid-19.   
The NDP can be accessed on www.meridenparishcouncil.org.uk 

MERIDEN FINAL LAY UP SUMMER 2020.qxp_Layout 1  28/05/2020  08:25  Page 14



 

 

2. Youth Council - Cllr James Hughes has taken the lead for setting up a Youth Council.  He is supported by 
Cllr Weaver and Cllr Woollard. Key aims of the strategy are:- 
� Identify young talent in the community to ensure the council is both delivering a good service now 

and long into the future, 
� Incorporate young people into the decision-making process within their community, giving young 

people a voice on issues important to them, 
� Equip young people in the parish with the skills and infrastructure to better their future in an 

increasingly complex and competitive world. 
If you are interested in being involved email: James.hughes@meridenparishcouncil.org.uk 

3. Meriden Library - The Parish Council has worked with SMBC Library Services to sustain a Library and its 
building in Meriden.  The Parish Council has been reserving funds from precept to match fund SMBC for 
the first floor strengthening works so the library building may be better used.  The purpose will be the 
relocation of the parish council office to the first floor and with the clerk on site the opportunity for 
increased access to the library may be offered to residents and for community use.   

4. War Memorials - The Parish Council successfully completed the transfer of the War Memorial from St 
Laurence Church PCC.  A clean up of the site was undertaken prior to Remembrance Day service by the 
Parish Council.  Further maintenance is required and the pre-submission application has been accepted 
by the Heritage Lottery Fund Memorials Trust for a formal application for funding for the maintenance 
and repairs required.   A successful meeting was also held with the Conservators of the National Cyclists 
Memorial for funding to carry out cleaning and maintenance of the Memorial.  The centenary service is 
scheduled for May 2021. 

5. Climate Emergency - The Parish Council declared a Climate Emergency in January 2020.  Volunteers are 
required for a task and finish group to look at what may be done within the parish and at a local level.  
If you are interested please contact the clerk. 

6. Meriden Pool - The Friends Group continues to steer the work at Meriden Pool which is looking great.  
There is crossover with SMBC Rangers and Public Realm officers in supporting the volunteers.  An 
additional picnic bench has been sited and another bench has been purchased by Meriden Bloomers 
for seating on the rear pathway.  The Meriden Mag has donated funds for a further seat to be sited on 
the newly created pathway to enjoy the views.  Plans to have a history board are also under way.  
There is work to do and anyone wishing to get involved would be welcomed by the group.   The 
Christmas calendars raised funds to assist with hand tools for volunteer maintenance.  Thank you to 
everyone who supported the Friends Group in purchasing a calendar.   

7. Keep Meriden Clean Campaign -Cllr Woollard is leading on this great initiative and the first “litter pick” 
was held in February with 19 volunteers.  Dates had been scheduled for the last Saturday in every 
month thereafter but, due to the current lockdown situation, all dates have been postponed until later 
in the year.  Anyone wishing to get involved please send an  email to:- 
   Marie.woollard@meridenparishcouncil.org.uk 

 
SUMMARY 
On behalf of all councillors, we thank all our contractors and especially Barbara Bland our Parish Clerk. I 
hope for the rest of this year all of us stay well and stay positive. Cllr Rosie Weaver BEM, Chair Meriden 
Parish Council 

Clerk: Barbara Bland, 55 James Dawson Drive, Millisons Wood, Coventry, CV5 9QJ 
T: 01676 522474   M: 07767 162423   E: barbarablandmpc@btconnect.com 

www.meridenparishcouncil.org.uk 
 

Meriden in time of Plague 1349 -2020 

                                                               period, teacher Mrs Louisa Higton died of it. This, without any 
cause, can be found in the parish burial register. Two weeks 
Christmas holiday was followed after a period of very poor 
weather, with up to 40% pupil absent from 7-18 February. 
Many had ‘coughs and colds’, but most likely it was the flu 
again if compared with local newspaper reports. 

The picture above, from c1450, shows the house (the one 
with trees) where the Adcocks died in September 1665 

Another disfiguring illness with a high death rate was ‘variola’ 
or smallpox. Queen Elizabeth 1 developed it in 1563 and 
almost died. A well-known local historian of my parents’ 
generation, Dr Arthur Gooder, discovered there had been a 
smallpox epidemic in the district in 1733, publishing an 
academic article about it. In Meriden, a likely group of victims 
is listed in the parish registers: John Latham and wife 
Katherine in late January, three more in February and two 
relatives in late spring. Another date was in 1762 with his 
tombstone telling us that Richard Taylor died of it. He too lived 
in the Woodyard. At Rotten Row, a group of poor labourers’ 
cottages, near the entrance to Meriden Hall, one tenant, 
William Loach, caught it. He was nursed and buried at the 
parish expense according to our Poor Law records.                          
In the spring of 1918 the H1N1 virus had a global effect for 
over 2 years. Popularly known as the ‘Spanish Flu’ this name 
developed because Spain had no publishing restrictions or 
press censorship as a non- combatant in the Great War (1914-
19). This virus mutated in early 1918, spreading with troop 
movements. Meriden School Log book gives us a clear picture 
of its development in the three separate phases spoken of in 
history books. Firstly in late June and early July, 1918 the 
school registers begin to record events: a teacher was ill and 
absent at the end of June; from 1-5 July there was poor pupil 
attendance. This mirrored other schools’ experience and 
Meriden’s was officially closed for 10 days from 8-18 July by 
the medical authority.  The next period of absence was in late 
October and November. This was mainly because pupils were 
caring for their parents at home. From 4-25 November, the 
County Medical Officer closed the premises. During this  

 

The Woodyard (see plan on left page) is off the Green, 
opposite Thatched Cottage. The path running through 
the middle was originally the roadway heading for 
Great Packington and Coleshill, then north to Chester 
and beyond. It degenerated as a road after the 
creation of the present one going to Stonebridge. 

 
The baby class at Meriden School, at about the time that the 
Spanish Flu hit the area in 1918/9. The teacher was a friend of 
the lady who died. 

There has been no pandemic for a century, until now, 
despite warnings from various experts and groups that 
governments should have put in place measures to avoid a 
crisis. In the intervening years, we have experienced a 
number of major threats such as the Asian flu in 1957, 
1968/70 and a limited outbreak of smallpox in C20th. Ebola, 
SARS and MERS are threats in other regions in C21st. Covid-
19 will not be conquered, we are warned, until we have an 
effective vaccine.                                         Doreen Agutter 

Editor’s note – The Woodmen of Arden article, which 
was due to be included in this edition of the Mag, has 
been postponed until the Autumn issue to allow us to 
include this plague article which we felt was very 
relevant for current times. Thanks, as always, to 
Doreen for all the hard work that goes into these 
excellent local history articles. 

Used Stamps 

A charity called Medical                                      
Missionary News would be                                            
very grateful to receive the used stamps off your 
envelopes. Please leave at least 1” all around when 
cutting them. Please hand them in at Lloyds Chemist 
on the Green. The money raised will be used to buy 
medical supplies for war-torn countries overseas. 
Thank You. 
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Meriden in time of Plague 1349 -2020 

                                                               We know from the historical record when the ‘Sweating 
sickness’ affected the population badly such as 1485 and 
1551. A very serious bout of Influenza spread through the 
entire country including Warwickshire from 1557 to 1559.  We 
have no surviving parish registers for Alspath/Meriden but it is 
likely we had more deaths than normal from the number of 
wills proved in those years. Richer inhabitants left wills so, as 
this was a poor village with a small population, we might 
deduce if 5 wills proved in 1557- 59  a larger group of people 
than normal had died. Land transactions also indicate more 
owners died between these dates. A leading historian writing 
on this period noted a 20% population decline caused by 
epidemics of typhus, pneumonia and starvation from poor 
harvests leading to lower fertility rates.  Unnamed illnesses 
affected rich and poor. In 1617/18, we find Meriden parish 
authorities seizing goods valued at nothing - ! - belonging to a 
pauper couple living near the Dowlands on the edge of 
Meriden Heath and at the same time noting the death of rich, 
elderly Mistress Ann Mottishead, guardian of her underage 
grandsons William, the heir and his brothers to valuable 
village property including a large, prosperous inn. To return to 
the bubonic plague, the final bout affecting all the country 
was in 1665. By then, we do have a parish register, though not 
perfectly kept.  We learn from modern research that the 
plague was endemic in later summer months:  August and 
September, with the bacteria active between temperatures of 
15.5 and 23.8 C (60-75 F.) I was told that no one died in the 
village of this bout of plague but this seems incorrect. The first 
death of a likely group of victims was Sarah wife of Rev Bryan 
Snell, the vicar, on 29 August, but six more died in September 
and another in October.  This included husband and wife, 
John and Mary Adcocks and their niece. He was the 
wheelwright in the Woodyard where people passing through 
the village entered or left and might stop for a repair to a 
vehicle. The others were their neighbours. All died and were 
buried on the same day, sure sign of dangerous disease. A 
map of the Woodyard is below.                                                           

As I write, we are in Lockdown from what our ancestors would 
have called a Pestilence. Though this is by no means the first 
time plagues have struck, I was surprised to learn of so many 
limitations imposed on the population reminiscent of now 
even by 1665 and The Great Plague of London. Meriden had 
always been a healthy place, so finding so many references to 
serious illness here comes as a surprise. When I was quite 
young, I heard about a plague burial at the top of Meriden Hill, 
near Millison’s Wood. I didn’t ask any questions then. As a 
trained historian, the legend of such a burial remaining in 
people’s memory for centuries makes me suspicious, except 
there were two different contributors belonging to 
generations before mine and no longer with us. Surely there 
must have been something to bring this tale to mind? It was 
suggested that the dead had been brought from Coventry.  I 
did read that Coventry had purchased land when its church 
yards were full in 1349 but with no indication in print of the 
whereabouts of this land. Bringing bodies more than 5 miles 
also seemed rather unlikely. The first ‘Great Pestilence’, the 
bubonic plague that, from Victorian days, became known as 
the ‘Black Death’ arrived in Coventry in late March 1349. On 
April 6, the authorities reported the death of William de Irreys, 
the Prior of St Mary’s, the original cathedral. There were many 
property transfers in and around Coventry from then until 
1355 but the period of high, concentrated death rate was 
ending by late autumn 1349. We may assume a similar pattern 
in nearby villages. Alspath/Meriden would be a target being on 
the main road from London.  I had almost dismissed the story 
of a plague pit on the outskirts of the village out of hand but 
recently read an article in ‘Current Archaeology’ on the 
discovery of a rural plague burial site in Lincolnshire from this 
same era. The population of Alspath and its adjacent hamlets 
like Meriden was small but so was the graveyard at St 
Laurence’s church. If between 35% and 50% of the population 
died in a short time, an emergency burial plot beyond the 
vicarage might have been chosen as in Lincolnshire. We have 
no statistics for our tiny village in 1340s nor have I found if any 
of our parish priests died from the plague. I need to visit the 
Lichfield Diocesan Records in Stafford when it is open again to 
look at the Bishop’s appointments. If true that there had been 
a plague burial site then or later, modern evidence must have 
brought it to mind. Were bones found in 1940 when the 
pasture fields were converted by ploughing to arable for the 
War effort? In London, the soldier–courtier Sir Walter Maunny 
had the task of arranging vast, new burial plots, some outside 
the city walls, for King Edward III. Sir Walter married the king’s 
cousin Margaret Brotherton, an Alspath landowner c 1353, so 
would control her land after that date when later plagues 
struck in 1359 and 1361. There is little evidence of plague ‘pits’ 
in London. When Cross Rail excavations discovered Christian 
burials of this period, these were in orderly ranks often in 
coffins facing east, occasionally named. From this period on 
many influenza type plagues and typhoid are recorded.       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Meriden Surgery      01676 522252 
School House, 200 Main Road, Meriden, CV7 7NG 

Dr M Bhandal Dr S Barratt Dr A Carlile 
Dr T Nadeem Dr R Horsley (Partners) 

Associates GP; Dr L Whitehead, Dr A Omokanye, Dr T Edwards 
www.balsallcommon grouppractice.co.uk 

Opening hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 8.30am to 6pm 
                  Wednesday 8.30am to 12.00 
 

For details on how to obtain medical help when the surgery is closed please phone 01676 935000 

Firstly, I would like to thank all patients for their patience and understanding with the constant changes in how we have delivered 
primary care since the onset of the COVID19 Pandemic. Our operating procedures set down by NHS England are changing on a daily 
basis. 
During COVID19 to date we have adapted the way we provide care in General Practice to meet the needs of patients and our 
colleagues in all areas of the NHS: 

� Working with our colleagues at Arden, Hampton and Dorridge surgeries (collectively known as The Solihull Rural Primary 
Care Network Group) to ensure we can deliver health care with, at times greatly reduced staffing levels due to staff with 
COVID19 and in isolation. Also ensuring we can share the risk of all clinicians and staff across the network by allocating 
various management of care to each practice. Patients are directed to the appropriate surgery when the service is 
requested at their own surgery.  

� Regular video conferences with NHS partners locally to ensure adequate processes are in place to support patients across 
the Primary Care Network 

� Triaging all patient issues by phone to manage issues with as little face to face contact with patients as possible. Patients 
are still being seen face to face but only when absolutely necessary. 

� Using video consultations to consult with patients 
� Offering urgent GP care from the practice on a Saturday and Sunday to alleviate pressures on the out of hours service 
� Opening both Easter Bank Holidays and the 8th May bank holiday to alleviate pressures on the out of hours service 

As of today, 28 04 2020 the following information details how you can access GP Services 
You must now telephone your GP practice – DO NOT attend in person. 
Your GP practice will then arrange the best care for you depending on your need.  This will likely be a phone call or video call. 
If you do need to see a doctor face-to-face, then this will be arranged for you and it may be in a different location. 
Alternatively, use the online NHS 111 service or call NHS 111. 
We do not take prescription requests over the telephone – these can be dropped in at the practice or local pharmacy or sent via 
email to bcm.prescriptionrequest@nhs.net or faxed to 01676292005 
IF YOU HAVE SYMPTOMS OF CORONAVIRUS INFECTION (COVID-19) 

� Stay at home and do not leave your house for 7 days from when your symptoms started.  This will help protect others in 
your community whilst you are infectious.  You should: 

� plan ahead and ask others for help to ensure that you can successfully stay at home 
� ask your employer, friends and family to help you to get the things you need to stay at home 
� stay at least 2 metres (about 3 steps) away from other people in your home whenever possible 
� sleep alone, if that is possible 
� wash your hands regularly for 20 seconds, each time using soap and water 
� stay away from vulnerable individuals such as the elderly and those with underlying health conditions as much as possible 

You do not need to contact your GP Practice or call NHS111 to go into self-isolation. 
 You will need to self-isolate for 7 days. After 7 days: 
·         If you do not have a high temperature, you do not need to self-isolate; 
·         If you still have a high temperature, keep self-isolating until your temperature returns to normal. 
If your symptoms worsen during home isolation or are no better after 7 days contact online/call the NHS 111 service. 
If you, or the person you are caring for, is struggling to breathe, has a fast pulse, their hands or lips are cold and/or blue, are 
drowsy, confused or difficult to wake, has tightness in their chest, or is unable to speak a short sentence, dial NHS 111 or 999 
immediately. 
If you need any other medical help, or advice, please contact your GP surgery between the hours of 8:30am and 6.30pm, and NHS 
111 between the hours of 6.30pm and 8.30am for advice. In case of emergency, call 999. 
I should like to thank the Balsall Common and Berkswell Community Help (07515570887) and the Meriden Community Emergency 
Action Team (07483371204) for the help and support they have given patients in this very difficult time. 
Finally, I should like to thank the Practice team and NHS colleagues for all the help and support they have given patients and their 
colleagues in delivering health care during this Pandemic.  
 
Dr Anne Vallet 
We are very sorry to inform you that Dr Anne Vallet passed away at her home in Wirral on 24.04.2020 our thoughts are with Claire 
her daughter and her family. 
 
Joanne Hope, Practice Manager 
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Opposing Views of HS2 

H of England High Speed Railway Action Group - Richard Lloyd (Chairman) 
It's been another eventful 3 months, despite the passing of more than 10 years since the revelation of                                                
the HS2 scheme.  No-one back then could have guessed at the crisis triggered by the Covid-19 virus,                                                   
and it wasn't much easier to make 10-year forecasts of the economy, or, for that matter, technology.                                                
Just now, public transport is viewed with the same suspicion as open-plan offices.  Video-conferencing and cycling are the hot 
trends.  We all remember the argument that the country needed high-speed broadband, not high-speed rail, and we'll soon start to see if there'll 
be a permanent shift in how we work and travel. Still, the virus crisis created a good time to bury bad news.  With the government scrabbling to 
find ways of pumping public money into the economy, the "Intent to Proceed" with further HS2 design and construction was signed off.  Pundits 
have already derided the move as a massive shot in the foot for the economy, rather than a shot in the arm.  It's also said the move was actioned 
because compensation for further delay would have been more expensive than cancellation at a later date. We'll see.  The airline industry is 
expecting a major set-back and a slow recovery, and it's hard to see why long distance rail travel should be much different.  But unlike air, rail 
faces the triple impact of video-conferencing, electric cars, and self-driving technology.  The future car offers a much reduced environmental 
penalty, and the convenience of door-to-door, secure, private transport, so where does that leave HS2?  A more imaginative government could 
have invested in any number of things to tackle global warming, and shown more regard for the need to develop products for export. For the 3rd 
year running, we've seen HS2 Ltd destroying swathes of habitat during the breeding season, while the whole area has been criss-crossed with 
fences that break up migration routes and help exterminate the wildlife. The "Early Works" have been carried out in a chaotic fashion, without 
much regard for neighbours, drivers, footpath users, wildlife, or ecology. The contractors have closed off several footpaths without permission or 
need.  Others have been kept closed many months beyond the time for which they had permission.  Despite numerous assurances, alternative 
routes have not been constructed and walkers just have to turn round and find another path.  Path users have a right in common law to clear any 
unauthorised obstruction, as long as they act "reasonably", but most won't know the legal lines of the paths or what approvals have been given 
by Solihull.  With local people looking to get more exercise on the public footpaths, all of this couldn't have happened at a worse time. Similarly, 
HS2 Ltd has no legal right to cause any significant environmental impact beyond that declared to Parliament.  That would include cutting wildlife 
routes and fencing-in paths that are legally recorded as being of "undefined width".  Environmental groups are now becoming more active in 
trying to reduce or mitigate the project's impact, most important being the Judicial Review sought by Chris Packham, crowd-funded through 
https://www.crowdjustice.com/case/rethinkhs2/. Another judicial review is in progress because of concern in London about the practicality and 
safety of the "three tunnels" scheme proposed by HS2 Ltd to get the line into Euston Station.  And we shouldn't forget the protesters at Crackley 
Wood, who've striven to preserve one of the areas of ancient woodland scheduled for destruction. Meanwhile, the planning applications for the 
Bickenhill Station and the People Mover are well overdue for decision.  It's sobering to reflect that Solihull Council is the only body with the duty 
to review these schemes.  The design of these major projects will have a huge impact on how passengers perceive HS2, and they warrant a full 
critical assessment by a team of experts. At a first look, the station appears to be a sprawling behemoth through which passengers will have to 
trudge for miles, while the "21st century" people-mover delivers passengers to the Airport forecourt, and not into the terminal itself.  Nothing of 
course can be done at this stage to move the station closer to Birmingham International on the other side of the M42, nor can the Birmingham 
Curzon Street terminus be moved any closer to New Street. It doesn't bode well for the Airport's hope of attracting Londoners to fly over us, 
rather than their own city. 9 years ago, the Action Group delivered information sheets to every house in the area.  Much of what we foretold is 
coming to pass, though we didn't foresee how the damage would be compounded by the non-compliance of contractors with previous 
assurances.  All we have, to protect residents and our interests, are the powers vested in Solihull Council, so we have to hope they soon get a 
better grip of the situation. 

 

HS2’s works near Meriden - High Speed Two (HS2) is the new high speed railway for Britain. Early works for HS2 are 
carried out by a joint venture between Laing O’Rourke and Murphy & Sons known as LM, and main works are carried 
out by Balfour Beatty VINCI known as BBV. LM’s works closest to Meriden are concentrated near the A452, A45 and 
M42, which surround the site of the future HS2 Interchange Station. Throughout mid-2020, earthworks, surveys and 
utility works will continue on Northway Island and on the B4438, A452, A446 and M42. To continue to minimise 
disruption, where possible, LM’s traffic measures will be carried out overnight. In preparation for construction to begin 
later in the year, BBV have begun the creation of access junctions and haul roads, test piling, utility diversions and 
compound set up. BBV’s closest works to Meriden will be off the A452 Kenilworth Road, B4102 Meriden Road and 
Diddington Lane in Hampton-in-Arden.                                                                                                                                          
HS2 during the coronavirus pandemic - HS2 are continually reviewing the works on their construction sites in line with 
Government and Public Health England (PHE) advice on dealing with coronavirus. The Government’s current 
coronavirus strategy makes clear that construction activity can continue as long as it complies with this guidance. 
Those sites that are still working are doing so because they can operate within the guidelines.                                       
Stay in touch with HS2 - We advise subscribing to HS2 in Solihull at  www.hs2insolihull.co.uk  to receive live news 
updates about all of HS2’s works in Solihull, as well as information on community and business funding, station 
engagement and traffic measures. You can get in touch with HS2 via their Helpdesk team all day, every day of the year 
on, 08081 434 434, and at  hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk  if you have any enquiries.                                                             
 Find out more about HS2 at: www.hs2.org.uk   

  

 

 

 
 

ez LOCKSMITH 
Lee Clements & Sons 
01676 578278 

Full Mobile Locksmith Service 
 

All locks changed supplied and fitted 
 

Garage Locks  High Security Locks 
 

Extra Security Window Locks 
 

Key Cutting 
 
 

Full locking mechanisms replaced/serviced 
New handles 

Dropped doors re-aligned 
 

Run for Dog lovers by Dog Lovers 

 

  

 

 

 

Local Bookkeeper 
 

" Making Tax Digital" 
 

Are you ready for the new 
system of VAT filing with 

HMRC? 
This came into effect as from 
April 2019 - Let me do it for 

you! 
 

I am a local bookkeeper / 
accountant looking to take on 
new clients to process your 

bookkeeping, VAT, payroll and 
accounts preparation digitally 

using Sage Software. 
 

I will ‘collect and deliver’ 
 

Call Fran on  
07940 700284 

 

UPVC Door problems 
01676 523192 home                
07970 119142 mobile               

email: aguaflameuk@gmail.com 
Terry Griffiths   

� Boiler servicing and repairs 
� Boiler replacements 
� New radiators and valves 
� All plumbing work carried out 
� Fully qualified in Natural gas 
      and LPG 

� Under floor heating 
� New Bathrooms  

FFaammiillyy  rruunn  bbuussiinneessss  wwiitthh  oovveerr  4400  yyeeaarrss  
ccoommbbiinneedd  eexxppeerriieennccee  iinn  AALLLL  bbrreeeeddss..  

OOffffeerriinngg  bbooaarrddiinngg,,  ttaaxxii  sseerrvviiccee,,  ttrraaiinniinngg  
aanndd  aaddvviiccee..  VViieewwiinnggss  wweellccoommee  bbyy  

aappppooiinnttmmeenntt,,  oorr  ssiimmppllyy  ggiivvee  uuss  aa  ccaallll  ffoorr  
aa  ffrriieennddllyy  cchhaatt  ttoo  ddiissccuussss  yyoouurr  bbeesstt  

ffrriieenndd’’ss  nneeeeddss.  

Harvest Hill Kennels 

 

 

Harvest Hill Cottage 
Harvest Hill Lane, Allesley 
Coventry 
CV5 9DE 
02476 404608 or 07584 294144 
Harvesthillkennels.co.uk 
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Ps  If you are around on the second Friday of every month between 2 and 4 it would be lovely to meet 
you over a cup of coffee or tea at the Pavilion. 
 
Keep a look out for  

 

 
                                                                         In Meriden 

 

Minister Rev Jane Braund  
Tel: 01676 533737 
Please phone to arrange 
marriages, baptisms and 
funerals 
Services:  
Sunday 10:30am.   GGrreeeettiinnggss  ffrroomm  MMeerriiddeenn  MMeetthhooddiisstt  CChhuurrcchh  ttoo  yyoouu  aallll  

 

I wanted to take this opportunity to thank everyone 
for their support, with offers of paying ahead for 
appointments and vouchers, to keep us afloat. We 
are so grateful for our clientele and, look forward to 
the day we can all be together again. At the 
moment we are managing to balance what we can 
to sustain our livelihood and, that of our wonderful 
team and, appreciate our clients have their own 
financial worries and commitments but, thank you 
sincerely I wanted to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone for their support, with offers of paying 
ahead for appointments and vouchers, to keep us 
afloat. We are so grateful for our clientele and, look 
forward to the day we can all be together again. At 
the moment we are managing to balance what we 
can to sustain our livelihood and, that of our  

The Methodist Church Hall is 
available for hire. Please contact 

Alan Gabbitas on  
01676 522148 

I wonder how many of you have had to do 'new' things during this time of lockdown?  Amongst other things, we have 
had to learn to social distance; to rely perhaps on others doing our shopping; new ways of working.  I have had the 
new experience of cutting my husband's hair - and so has he! (You'll have to ask him if it was successful or not but 
I'm not sure he was looking for a Mohican!)  Lots of new things and new ways of doing things.  By the time this 
article is printed there may well be other things that we have had to change and adapt to, as we look to start easing 
lockdown. 
 

Many of us don't like change at the best of times and certainly not when it is forced on us in a crisis situation.  For 
many this is a fearful and anxious time as we wonder what is going to happen. 
 

There is one verse from the Bible that has really struck me during this time.  It is a very well-known verse as it is 
often used at funerals.  It comes from the Gospel of John in the New Testament.  Jesus has just washed his disciple’s 
feet and as he talks with them, he tells them that he is going to leave, that he is going away.  Suddenly all their world 
is turned upside down.  They had left everything to follow him and now all their hopes and dreams that he was the 
one to save them from Roman rule are all gone - all shattered and lying in tatters at their feet. 
 

Knowing their anxiety, their sorrow and fear, Jesus says to them, 'Do not be troubled and upset.  Believe in God, 
believe also in me'.  He later goes on to say, 'Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you.  I do not give to you as 
the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid'. 
 

Jesus is saying that trust in him is an antidote for an anxious and troubled heart.  When we are anxious, confused, 
frightened by all that is happening around us, we can know that trusting and believing in Jesus can bring us peace.  
God's peace is not as the world understands and longs for peace.  God's peace is the presence of Jesus, the presence of 
God himself. 
Easy words to say perhaps but, as we go through these 
difficult times, as we face loss - loss of loved ones, loss of 
jobs, loss of life as we know it; as we mourn and grieve, 
feel confused, bewildered and alone - in the midst of it all 
we can turn to Jesus and believe and trust in him to guide 
us through and give us peace.   
 
I pray that you will come to know and trust the one who is 
the Prince of Peace for yourself.  If you need someone to 
talk to, or someone to pray with you at this time then please 
get in touch.   
 
May you know God's peace and his presence at this time. 
 
With love, Jane 

Message from Alison Stain: 
“I would like to send my very best wishes to all 
my friends in Meriden, and tell them I am now 
very happily settled in my new home, near to 
my family in Bedworth. Luckily, I managed to 
move in two weeks before the lockdown – just 

in time!” 

 

fORDES 
onthegreen 

 

01676  
521653 

The Green Meriden CV7 7LN 
 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to 
thank everyone for their support, with offers 
of paying ahead for appointments and 
vouchers, to keep us afloat. We are so 
grateful for our clientele and look forward to 
the day we can all be together again. At the 
moment we are managing to balance what 
we can, to sustain our livelihood and that of 
our wonderful team. We appreciate our 
clients have their own financial worries and 
commitments but thank you sincerely for 
your concern. 
We look forward to seeing you all again as 
soon as the Government guidelines allow. 
Stay Safe.  Sean and Louise   

 

A Pam Ayres Lockdown Poem 
 
I'm normally a social girl 
I love to meet my mates 
But lately with the virus here 
We can't go out the gates. 
You see, we are the 'oldies' now 
We need to stay inside 
If they haven't seen us for a while 
They'll think we've upped and died. 

  
They'll never know the things we did 
Before we got this old 
There wasn't any Facebook 
So not everything was told. 
We may seem sweet old ladies 
Who would never be uncouth 
But we grew up in the 60s - 
If you only knew the truth! 

  
There was sex and drugs and rock 'n roll 
The pill and miniskirts 
We smoked, we drank, we partied 
And were quite outrageous flirts. 
Then we settled down, got married 
And turned into someone's mum, 
Somebody's wife, then nana, 
Who on earth did we become? 
 
We didn't mind the change of pace 
Because our lives were full 
But to bury us before we're dead 
Is like a red rag to a bull! 
So here you find me stuck inside 
For 8 weeks, maybe more 
I finally found myself again 
Then I had to close the door! 

  
It didn’t really bother me 
I'd while away the hour 
I'd bake for all the family 
But I've got no flaming flour 
Now Netflix is just wonderful 
I like a gutsy thriller 
I'm swooning over Idris 
Or some random sexy killer. 

  
At least I've got a stash of booze 
For when I'm being idle 
There's wine and whisky, even gin 
If I'm feeling suicidal! 
So, let's all drink to lockdown 
To recovery and health 
And hope this awful virus 
Doesn't decimate our wealth. 

  
We'll all get through the crisis 
And be back to join our mates 
Just hoping I’m not fat, too wide 
To fit through the flaming gates 
 

 

 

Call now for a free no obligation  
home visit 

Telephone Matt on 07817 222627 
01675 443655 

Email: dysonblinds@gmail.com 

Meriden Primary School Mrs L. Anderton 01676 522488 
Meriden Library  01676 522717 
Meriden Surgery  01676 522252 
Lloyds Chemist  01676 522722 
St. Laurence Church Rev Lynda Lilley 01676 522825 
Methodist Church Rev Jane Braund 01676 533737 
MCF Life Church Meriden Pstr. Kevin Hunt 07970 552667 
Parish Council Barbara Bland  

(Mondays) 
01676 522474 
07767 162423 

Solihull M B C  0121 704 6000 
Solihull District 
Councillors 

Ken Allsopp 01676 522301 

 Diane Howell 07487 681933 
 Tony Dicicco 07780438290 
Member of Parliament Saqib Bhatti 0121 711 7029   
Meriden Scout Group Gerry Russell 01676 522666 
Post Office Sue Harper 01676 522230 
Rural Police Sector Non-Emergency  101 

 
Village Hall Bookings  Valerie Martin 01676 522963 

 
 

BREATHE EASY COVENTRY 
 

We are still here for anyone with a lung condition or is a carer, 
relative or friend. 
We are unable to have our usual monthly meetings and social 
events due to Covid 19 but we are only a phone call away should 
you need information or a friendly voice to give you support at 
this difficult time  
Phone Janet (Chair) on 024 7646 0081 to see if we can be of 
any help.  “Keep well” 

Useful Village phone numbers 
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Meriden’s Aerial Visitors During Lockdown Weeks 
Some people may have been alarmed by the presence of Military aircraft during the Covid19 pandemic, but these 
flights have purely been for training. The aircraft most often seen flying over Meriden were the Boeing C17 
Globemaster, a 4 engined jet turbofan, long-range, heavy-lift, strategic transport aircraft and the Airbus A400 Atlas, a 
smaller 4 engined turboprop aircraft. These two aircraft are based at RAF Brize Norton in Oxfordshire with the A400 
operated by 3 squadrons involved in Testing and Evaluation, Air Mobility and Training. The RAF has been flying 8 
examples of the C17 since 2001, the latest addition arriving in 2012.  
 
Both the C17 and the A400 Atlas have been very busy around the whole of the UK carrying out training sorties. 
Birmingham Airport has not been alone. Those enthusiasts who follow online Apps such as Flightradar, Freedar or   
ADS-B exchange will have noticed that aircraft from a number of military airfields have been touring the UK from 
Aberdeen in the North, down to Jersey in the South.  Helicopters, a little less visible although sometimes much noisier, 
like the Chinook twin rotor helicopter from RAF Odiham, Wildcats from RNAS Yeovilton and the occasional Puma from 
RAF Benson have also visited a number of airports including Birmingham. Even the Hawks of the Red Arrows carried 
out a couple of rapid transitions through our airspace. 
 
Under normal circumstances, Military training at Birmingham is prohibited for most Military Air Traffic. However, both 
the A400 Atlas and the C17 have been frequent visitors in the past. During the Iraq and Afghan war, the C17 was tasked 
primarily as a Medivac aircraft, repatriating injured troops back to the UK for treatment at specialist hospitals. There 
were a number of occasions when Birmingham received both the A400 Atlas and the C17 due to weather diversions 
from RAF Brize Norton. Normally, these aircraft would not perhaps be so visible to the general public as they would fly 
the standard procedures into and out of Birmingham much like the Commercial traffic. What has made the recent visits 
so special and ‘highly visible’ is the training element, in skies that are otherwise fairly empty of planes. Air Traffic 
Control and the Flight Crews have to follow very strict guidelines in terms of arrival, departure and stringent noise 
abatement procedures. Training at the airport is allowed with some conditions and many residents may not even be 
aware it is taking place. Most ‘Circuits’ are normally flown to the east of Birmingham Airport at not less than 2500ft 
altitude, occasionally much higher at 4000ft. This avoids overflying the more densely populated areas of Birmingham 
and its suburbs. The aircraft must attain a certain altitude before effecting the turn to reduce the noise footprint on the 
ground and these are designed to avoid particular noise sensitive areas. 
 
When the Southerly Runway (Runway 15) has been in use, both the C17 and the A400 Atlas have followed these 
procedures while training. The spectacular result has been the flights overflying Meriden positioning onto what we 
term the ‘Downwind leg” of the circuit. This is where the aircraft fly a parallel course to the Runway before turning 
onto a ‘Base Leg’ and then Final approach, completing a 180 degree turn from downwind. This type of circuit is 
predominantly flown visually. There are certain criteria for the weather conditions to be able to do this. Occasionally 
ATC may radar vector the aircraft for an Instrument approach for training. These circuits are directed by the controller 
but the same principle applies but with the Downwind leg normally flown at 4000ft, but this may vary. 
Usually, the integration of training flights with Commercial air traffic can be ‘Challenging’. Commercial traffic always 
takes priority over training and therefore it may not always be possible to allow the training aircraft to fly visually 
within the circuit. As a result of the Pandemic and the unprecedented decline in aviation, there are very few aircraft 
movements. The result of this is the ability to train almost without interruption. The request for training by Military has 
been approved as it benefits both the Military Flight crews who are gaining  
invaluable experience of operating into a variety of Civilian airfields and also  
keeping the Air traffic Controllers current and competent in procedures etc.  
Many Airfields have closed temporarily or are operating with reduced hours.  
Birmingham is no exception. We are fortunate that we still operate a handful  
of flights per day. 
 
Andrew Birch Air Traffic Controller at Birmingham Airport 

The C17 Globemaster 
(left) and its flight 
path (right) showing 
the Downwind and 
Base legs mentioned 
above.                   
Plane Reg ZZ177 

 

 DID YOU KNOW? 

Saudis import camels from                          
Australia (to eat). 

Never trust a man who, when left alone in 
a room with a tea-cosy, doesn’t try it on. – 
Billy Connolly       
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Lavender Hall Lane 
Berkswell CV7 7BN 

 

01676 530 299 / 07949 119 436 
 

Cafe open to the public from 
8.00am – 1.30pm week days 

and now until 2.00pm Saturday & 
Sunday 

Serving hot and cold food 
Specialising in an all day  

Breakfast  

Gates open 
at 7.00am  
close  
at dusk 

‘Coffee and cake’ 
We are pleased to be able to offer 
our customers freshly ground 
coffee and homemade cakes 

Dog Walking and Pet Services 

07825 684539 

 

 

 

Authentic Indian food delivered to your 
home.  

Made fresh to order from locally sourced 
ingredients around Solihull.                    

Food catered as a party snack or main 
meal/accompaniment.                         

A great dining experience brought to your 
family home.                               

www.mumsbistro.com         
orders@mumsbistro.com                      

01676 521640 / 07859 998079 

 
mumsbistro 

 

 

MMeerriiddeenn  FFiisshh  aanndd  CChhiippss  
TThhee  GGrreeeenn  
MMeerriiddeenn  

Photos by a keen 
walker/photographer 
of Millison’s Wood 

For the foreseeable 
future we will have 
courage, faith and 
trust that all will be 
well eventually. 

God Bless to all. 

 

CAMEO Report 

We’ve all been safely tucked away at home, enjoying peaceful skies, bird song & our                              
gardens.   Also, we have very much appreciated our groceries & meals being brought                                       
by kind neighbours, our families, the Queen’s Head and Budgens. 

At our meeting in February, Susan Tall told us of the interesting life of Frances Ridley Havergal, the 
educated daughter of a clergyman. Her scholastic achievements included modern languages together with 
Greek and Hebrew. She wrote hymns, prayers and poems, most notable being the hymn ‘Take my life and 
let it be’.  Other planned events of meals together, Helen Essex with her spinning wheel and Rev. Pauline 
Warner from Abbey Care Home will all be enjoyed sometime in the future. In the meantime, letters, 
emails, and telephone calls have kept us in touch with each other, sharing books and quiz ideas. 

We have all been sad to hear of Mollie Robertson passing away. Her family did appreciate the friends who 
lined the Main Road and stood on the Green for the passing of the cortege. 

We celebrated Joan’s 90th Birthday, meeting at a distance near her home singing and delivering gifts. 

 

 

 

David Deakin                
Plastering Services                     

Interior plastering and coving work    
Insurance work welcome.                    

Reliable, friendly, clean service.               
Free Estimates. 

Tel: 01676 521389                      
Mobile: 07767 237860 

You can try the rest! 
But we’re the best! 

 

Opening hours 
Monday – Saturday 11.30 -2.00pm 

& 4.15 – 9.30pm 
Closed Sundays 

01676 523476 

 

Home delivery 
available for orders 
over £10. Call us. 

For the foreseeable 
future we will have 
courage, faith and 
trust that all will be 
well eventually. 

God Bless to all. 

 

� Newspapers and 
Magazines 

� Send and receive 
parcels from here 

� Dry Cleaning 
� Lottery 
� Cash Machine and 

Cash Back 
� Beer, Wine and  

Spirits 
� Face masks, hand 

gel & wipes 

Free Home delivery 
on orders over £20. 

Call 01676 522287 

Opening hours:- 

Weekdays 6.00am-10.00pm    
Weekends 7.00am- 

� Freshly baked bread, 
cakes and savoury 
snacks  

� Hot Breakfast 
Sandwiches 

� Costa Coffee 
� Award winning 

Lashford sausages 
� Groceries 
� Wide selection of 

Meat, Fruit and Veg. 

 

Photos by a keen walker/photographer of Millison’s Wood 
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We service, repair and 
care for your vehicle.  

ACE GARAGE 
REDFORD 
02476 597879 

email: service@acegarage.co.uk 
 
 � Tyres 

� Exhausts 
 

 

email:officehancock.brown@gmail.com 
www.hancock-brown.co.uk 

 

Courtesy car, collection & delivery 
options. 

Call Brendan McManus on 
07958 518924 

� Mot 
� Service 

 

 

We service, repair and 
care for your vehicle.  

ACE GARAGE 
REDFORD 
02476 597879 

email: service@acegarage.co.uk 
 
 � Tyres 

� Exhausts 

Courtesy car, collection & delivery 
options. 

Call Brendan McManus on 
07958 518924 

� Mot 
� Service 

 

email:officehancock.brown@gmail.com 
www.hancock-brown.co.uk 

 

NEWS FROM THE VILLAGE HALL 

 

 

 
 

Although all current activities in the Hall have temporarily 
been suspended, the Management Committee is still 
working hard, albeit in Lockdown, to maintain our valuable 
village hub. 

- The Annual General Meeting has been held 
electronically and the Accounts for the year show a 
modest surplus. 

- The plans for obtaining a Lottery Grant to refurbish the 
toilets and to insulate the walls, have, frustratingly, 
been delayed.  The initial application, whilst having 
been accepted as a viable project in principle, was due 
for a final decision from the main Lottery Board in 
April. In view of Cov.19 demands on funding; our 
application has been deferred until the autumn. This is 
a disappointing but unavoidable delay but, with fingers 
(and legs!) crossed, we continue to hope for a positive 
outcome later in the year. We shall certainly be 
‘flushed with success’ if we are able to proceed with 
this vital project. 

- Although we feel sure that the Hall is always 
maintained to immaculate standards, whilst in 
Lockdown, the opportunity to Deep Clean the 
Hall is underway.  Therefore, when activities re-
commence, members of the public can be re-
assured that they can use and enjoy the 
premises with confidence. 

- As a reminder to regular users of the hall, when 
your meetings and gatherings re-commence, 
please re-confirm your onward bookings with 
our Bookings Secretary, Val Martin (01676 
522963) in order for the Diary to remain 
accurate. 

Hopefully, before so very long, The New Normal will 
give us the confidence to return to all the much-
missed activities that we have always taken for 
granted.  

In the meantime, Stay Safe and Stay in Touch and 
we look forward to welcoming everyone back to the 
Village Hall very soon. 

Chris Copper (Secretary) 

 “Conscience: the inner voice 
which warns us that someone 
may be looking.” – HL Mencken 

 

 Telephone 01676 540 178 

 

07904 239 365 

Email: hayleystanley1@hotmail.co.uk 

Open 9-5 Monday to Saturday, Sunday 10-4. 
Bennetts Road North, Corley CV7 8BG 
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Reminder - deadline for the 
next issue is 1st August 2020 

for delivery around 1st September 
 

Editors: - Val Martin 01676 522963 
val.simon@btinternet.com 

 

Chris Bannister 07789 903021 
chrisbannister56@aol.com 

 

Distribution: Paul Green 
& Mavis & Ken Edwards 
Proof Reader: Sue Fuller 

 

   Advertising rates 
Eighth page £11 

Quarter page £22 
Half page £44 

Small ads (sale or wanted) £5.00 
Charity & Community events FREE 
Views expressed by the contributors are not 

necessarily those of the co-editors. 
We are unable to print anonymous letters or 

articles although we will withhold name and address 
on request 

 

PC Technical Services 
    Tile Hill Lane Coventry 

 

Home Computer Repairs 
Upgrading & Problem Solving 

Telephone 

 02476 674952 
07963 850001 

Independent personal attention 
Internet & e-mail 

Troubleshooting & tuition 

 

M.J. Mowing 
martin@mjmowing.co.uk 

Grass Cutting Hedge Cutting 
Pruning          Strimming 
Weed Control – Pesticide Licensed 

Leaves Cleared 
No Job Too Small 
Competitive Prices  

Call Martin for a Free Quote 
07922 241 181 

A Message from Councillor Tony Dicicco 
It seems an age since I wrote my article for the Spring  
edition. So much has happened over the last 3 months.  
Most of us have never experienced anything like the  
upheaval that we have lived through since late March.  
I have been very impressed with the reaction of the vast majority 
of people who have listened to government advice to stay at home 
in order to limit the spread of Covid-19 and protect the NHS. The 
NHS staff on the front line of the battle against Covid-19 have 
been magnificent. We all owe them so much. There are many 
others who have also worked very hard to maintain the services 
on which we rely, including the local community groups who have 
helped so many people in need. And Solihull council staff have 
worked tirelessly to ensure that facilities are in place to deal with 
the crisis while maintaining “every day” services such as social 
care, household waste collection, planning and many others.  
There is no doubt that when the current crisis is over, our lives will 
be different from before. I was contacted recently by a local 
resident who wrote me a very thoughtful email postulating what 
this change might look like. I’m sure that home-working will 
become more prevalent. Trains and roads will be less crowded and 
there could be fewer plane journeys. The big benefits for me from 
the lock down have been not being woken up early in the morning 
by planes flying over my house and also the improvement in air 
quality from less traffic.  
There must be a better way to do things than what we were doing 
before. Of course, there will be more demand for other services 
such as improved mobile phone reception and broadband – this 
will be helped by 5G capability but this may require more phone 
masts: where will they go? There may well be a requirement for 
additional nursery education and after-school activities as parents 
work more from home. These home-workers may also want better 
local services. They may want to go for a quick meal at lunchtime 
or pop out to do some shopping.  
Local councillors, council officers, parish councillors and residents 
will need to work together to shape the type of place we want to 
live in. For instance: there is a proposal for a new supermarket in 
Balsall Common. Some local residents see it as a positive move, 
offering choice, convenience and potential employment, while 
others are worried about the impact on existing local shops and 
the increase in traffic. 
I know that many Meriden residents go into Balsall Common to 
use the shops and other facilities. I recently worked with the 
Balsall and Berkswell parish councils to produce a survey asking 
residents what services and facilities they would want to see 
introduced as the villages grew. I know that some organisations in 
Meriden were asked to contribute to this as any developments will 
have an impact on Meriden residents. It may be appropriate to 
have a similar survey for Meriden to supplement the excellent 
work on the neighbourhood development plan carried out by the 
Meriden Parish Council. I would be very interested to hear what 
residents think about the type of services they would like to see.   
If you wish to comment on the issues in this article, or any other 
local issues, then please contact 
me at tony.dicicco@solihull.gov.uk. Stay safe, Cllr Tony Dicicco. 
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Here is an extract from Solihull’s Heritage Team's article 
about VE Day celebrations in 1945 across the borough. 

“In Meriden, the church bells were rung immediately after 
the Prime Minister’s statement, and there was a service of 
thanksgiving and dedication. In the evening, a joint service 
sponsored by the Free Church was held on the Village 
Green and conducted by Captain Moore, United States 
Army Chaplain, assisted by the vicar. We’re told there was 
also a bonfire on the car park of the Bull’s Head, which was 
a real treat after the years of wartime blackout. 

“The Coventry Standard of 12th May 1945 noted that 
collections were taken at both of the services at Meriden in 
aid of funds for assisting the work of restoration of 
Christian churches in Europe. 45 children from Fillongley 
Road also attended a tea party at the home of Mrs Barlow, 
after which they were entertained with games. The 
newspaper reported “a wonderful feast” and particularly 
noted the contribution by Mrs Trimnell of 100 jam tarts. “ 

Read the whole piece here: 
 https://solihulllife.wordpress.com/2015/05/01/v-e-day   
 

 

 

 

 

The 8th May 1945 saw thousands flock to 
Coventry Cathedral ruins as news of VE day 

spread across the Nation 

Many of our advertisers have offered to continue to support us, even though they may not at present be open, 
and we would urge our readers to support them and all the local businesses who have kept the community 
going so well in these difficult times. 
Also, many of the photographs included have been posted on the Meriden Facebook sites and we are grateful 
for the use of these to show them to the whole village. 
On behalf of the whole village we would also like to thank the Rev Lynda Lilley and the Parish Council for 
setting up the Community Emergency Action Team, which has been a life saver to many residents in self-
isolation. Meriden was one of the first in the Country to arrange this support system. 
Stay safe Val and Chris  

Editor’s note 
We would like to thank everyone who has contributed 
to this summer issue, in these ‘unprecedented’ times. 
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Trees of Meriden and Millisons Wood    
Silver Birch (and their residents)      
  

 

golden brown bark of the young sapling, resulting in the recognisable silver 
colour, prone to peeling off in strips.  In older trees, the smooth bark thickens, 
becoming darker and rugged. The flowers - catkins - appear in April and May, 

 

If you’re interested in our trees, local wildlife and conservation in general, it would be great to hear from you.  
Collaborators very welcome! Or visit the Facebook page Meriden and Millisons Wood Trees. Dates for conservation 
work parties in Millisons Wood are also notified there.   

      

  

 
Sarah Sharland Meriden and Millisons Wood Trees   

meridentreewardens@gmail.com   

    Male Catkin             Female Catkin     Birch Catkin Bug       Birch Shield Bug           Green Woodpecker             Great Spotted  
                     Woodpecker 

Silver Birch amongst the trees 
(and bluebells) in Millisons Wood 

spotted woodpecker about, either expanding a hole for a nesting site or to access beetle larvae and other invertebrates for 
food. They have special adaptations to protect them from headaches! A common folk name for the green woodpecker is   

both male and female are on the same tree. Male 
catkins are long, yellow/brown and hang in small 
groups at the tips of shoots.  Female catkins are 
smaller, bright green and stand upright from the 
branch. When pollinated, the female catkin 
thickens and darkens to a dark crimson.  In 
autumn, clouds of tiny seeds are blown away by 
the wind.  The wide dispersal of the abundant 
seeds may be why it’s a pioneer species, rapidly 
colonising open ground before other species.  
And that, in turn, may be why historically silver 

“yaffle” after its very distinctive laughing call. But you’re more likely to spot them pecking on the ground eating ants than 
in a tree (you may need to look carefully, they’re well camouflaged). They have much weaker beaks than their great 
spotted cousin, and usually only chisel into soft wood to excavate a nest hole.    

The silver birch gets its name from its silver white, papery bark.  It’s a spindly tree common to woodland. It’s a spindly 
tree with a trunk diameter of less than 40 cm, that can reach 30m in height; its elegant drooping branches form a light 
canopy that provides an ideal environment for bluebells and other woodland flowers. A papery tissue develops over the 

 

Birch was seen as a symbol of purity, renewal, fertility and love. Bundles of twigs were 
used to drive out the spirits of the old year and besom brooms were used to purify gardens.  
Birch is still used to make broom and tool handles as well as plywood and horse jumps.   

Like most native trees, silver birch are a haven for wildlife. They provide bed and board for 
over 300 insect species. The leaves are a favourite food for caterpillars of many moth 
varieties and of aphids which are themselves prey for ants, ladybirds and other species 
higher up the food chain. Other insects include some wonderful little bugs which are birch 
specialists, such as the birch shield bug and the birch catkin bug (pictures below).  Seeds are 
eaten by birds such as siskins and greenfinches and hole nesting birds like woodpeckers 
nest in the trunks of silver birch trees. Both great spotted and green woodpeckers are around 
the parish. If you hear a rapid hammering noise, there’s a great  

Silver Birch in the 
Church Yard 
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Blueberries are readily available throughout the 
year in the shops and can be used for jam, cakes, 
muffins and milk shakes. They can be added to 
your breakfast cereal and to fruit salads. 

Blue berry milkshake 
100g blueberries 
2 tbsp maple syrup or honey  
2tsp vanilla essence 
200ml milk 
2 large scoops vanilla ice cream 
Whiz everything together in a blender and enjoy! 

 

Blueberries 
 
 
 
Not only are blueberries productive, their glorious autumn colours provide 
ornamental appeal. The fruit is delicious and high in antioxidants. 
Shrubs can be grown in the garden border or as attractive container plants. 
Blueberries are relatively easy to look after. Keep the compost or soil moist, but 
not soaking wet. Don’t allow it to dry out between watering. Water plants with rainwater, not tap water, unless you have 
no alternative in a drought. Tap water will raise the pH level and blueberries like acidic conditions. 
Ensure the soil stays at pH of 5.5 or lower, to avoid problems. Check the pH of the soil in spring and add sulphur chips 
if it needs lowering. This shouldn’t be necessary with container-grown plants provided ericaceous fertiliser and 
rainwater are used. 
 Plant in a moist, well-drained, acidic soil. Blueberries prefer light soils rather than heavy clays. Choose a sunny, 
sheltered spot. While blueberries are tolerant of shade, better crops (and autumn colour) are obtained in the sun. 
The one problem with blueberries is that birds love them! It is necessary to net or fleece them as they ripen. 
Blueberries are very fussy about soil acidity. They will not grow well if planted in alkaline soil. Soil acidity can be 
measured by a pH testing kit. You can buy these from most garden centres. The pH of your soil needs to be pH 5.5 or 
lower for blueberries to thrive. If your soil is marginally higher than this, you can try lowering the pH by adding sulphur 
chips well in advance of planting. 
If your pH is higher you’ll be best to plant blueberries in a container. Container cultivation is often best if your soil is a 
heavy clay too. It is necessary to use ericaceous compost for this. 
If growing blueberries in garden soil, add plenty of bulky, acidic organic matter such as pine needles. While some 
blueberry cultivars can produce a good crop on their own, all yield much more heavily if planted near another, different 
cultivar. Check the labels on the plants when you buy. 
Feed container plants every month using a liquid fertiliser formulated for ericaceous (lime-hating) plants, following the 
manufacturer’s recommendations. 
You may find open ground plants don't need feeding apart from the annual ericaceous mulch and a high nitrogen feed 
such as sulphate of ammonia in late winter. Blueberries are sensitive to overfeeding. 
Pruning is rarely needed in the first two years. After that you should prune in late February to early March. Once you 
start pruning, you should aim to remove a quarter of old wood at the base every year to keep the plant productive. 
In colder regions, many cultivars will need winter protection.  In spring, flowers may need some fleece protection if 
frost threatens. 
 

 

 

Blueberry Clafoutis 

50g plain flour 
75g sugar 
3 eggs 
 250ml milk 
300g blueberries 
Place the washed blueberries in a buttered flan dish (20 to 22 
cm).Whisk the flour, eggs sugar and milk together. 
Pour over blueberries and bake in a hot oven 200 degrees, 
180fan, gas 6 for an hour until it is golden brown. 
Serve hot with cream or yogurt 
This is a lovely recipe and can be made with cherries, 
apricots or plums. 

This is a simple and quick cake to make 
Blueberry and coconut loaf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Preheat oven to 180degrees 160degrees fan gas 4 
Grease and line the base of a 450g loaf tin 
Rub fat into the flour, stir in sugar 
add egg and milk and mix well 
Stir in the blueberries and coconut  
Place evenly in tin sprinkle with demerara sugar  
Bake for an hour until firm. 

75g butter or margarine 
150g self-raising flour 
75g sugar 
I beaten egg  
90 ml milk 
110g blueberries  
50g desiccated coconut 
 25g demerara sugar 

With thanks to Margaret Argyle for this lovely page 

Meriden Sports 
 

Good sportsmanship is one of the life lessons children can learn from sports.  At Meriden Primary we 
encourage them to learn how to win with grace to respect one’s opponents and to be noble if they lose. 
During March, both our football team and netball team made us all very proud at their home and away 
matches!  We are always very thankful to the wonderful parents that come along to encourage and 
support the children. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Year 6 were lucky enough to receive a free 
pack from the ‘Innocent Big Grow’ initiative 
this year to help the children to become 
green fingered and grow their own 
vegetables.  The incredible pack included 
carrot, pea and cress seeds, pots and 
compost.  The children loved watching their 
seeds grow in school and hopefully will be 
able to eat their carefully looked after 
vegetables in the summer.  Watch out Alan 
Titchmarsh! Thank you to ‘Innocent’ for such 
an exciting pack!  

 
In March, just before lockdown, school had a 
reassessment visit for the Leading Parent Partnership 
Award (LPPA). This is a national award that evaluates how 
school works in partnership with parents and how parent 
participation leads to improved progress, punctuality, 
attendance and behaviour.  
 
We originally gained the award in 2016 and we are 
absolutely delighted to be reaccredited with it in 2020. 
Comments in the report include: ‘The School is forward 
thinking and constantly reviewing how they can improve 
parental partnership and also provide preventative 
approaches and early intervention. It was clear the school 
really does embody and reflect its core values – friends, 
faith and lifelong learning.’ 
 
Thank you for your continued support – we couldn’t have 
achieved this without you!  
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World Book Day 
On 5th March we celebrated World Book Day. The children (and staff) came to school dressed as a character of 
their choice for the day. This year’s theme was to ‘Share A Million Stories’.  We had some really imaginative 
costumes, inspired by amazing books, illustrators and authors. The children also brought in some of their 
favourite books and read them to different age groups within the school. Thanks to National Book Tokens and 
lots of lovely book publishers and booksellers, all the children received a £1 book voucher.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the start of 2020, who would have predicted the current crisis we are all facing? School was full with children 
happily learning in the classroom and playing on the playground. As I write this six weeks after lockdown 
commenced, we have about 15-20 children in each day, open only for the children of key workers or those who 
are more vulnerable. The disappointment of missing friends and trips being cancelled lingers; Year 6 also feel 
sad that they won’t be sitting their SATs papers in June after all their hard work throughout primary school. The 
building feels eerily strange and we miss our children immensely! However, the crisis has proven what a 
fantastic school community we have. I am so proud of the children who have been coming in each day with a 
smile while their parents are on the front line of the fight against Covid and the new friendships they have 
forged will last well after lockdown ends. I am also proud of our staff who have had to quickly rewrite 
curriculums so that parents can work with their children at home and equally respect our parents who are 
trying to teach as well as possibly work from home too. This time in our history will be talked about for many 
years to come. Hopefully we will soon get  
back to ‘normal’, but I also hope that we 
won’t lose the friendships, community 
spirit and kindness that have helped us 
get through this difficult time.  
Two of our children in school have  
written their thoughts to share with  
you.  

We hope you’re all safe and well.  
We deeply thank the NHS heroes  
and key workers who are helping  
to fight against Covid-19. Our school is very different. There are not as many children here and we think 
of our friends, wishing we can see each other again. Facetiming is becoming more frequent and part of 
our lives but it isn’t the same. It is difficult to do the things we love, although going to the shops has turned 
into a queue for a rollercoaster!  
Wash your hands, wash your face.   Spread love, not Covid.        Ella & Yvie-Mai  

 

Life in North Devon 
I have lived here for a year now and I have enjoyed living in such a beautiful part of Britain. I am very near some 
wonderful sandy beaches, which are ideal for surfers and the walks along the beaches are lovely. However, the rolling 
Devon hills and valleys are beautiful too.  

Because we are in lockdown, everywhere is very quiet. 
We have no visitors and all the hospitality outlets from 
hotels to coffee shops are closed and the village is 
deserted. The economy of this area is based on tourism, 
so many people are furloughed and it will be a very 
long time before these things return to normal. This is 
true for everywhere in Britain. All the car parks are 
closed and unless you can walk or cycle, it is not 
possible to go to the beaches, definitely impossible to 
have a surf board on your bike! 

Generally, the village of Braunton is busy. It is supposed to be the largest parish in England and has a population of 7,500. 
The community is mixed with three primary schools which all feed into the Academy. However, there is also a thriving 
U3A with over 300 members and 27 interest groups. 
One of the attractions here is the Burrows. These are the sand dunes at the core of the UNESCO North Devon Biosphere 
Reserve and the second largest sand dune system in the UK.  It is home to an abundance of flowers, plants and wild life. A 
variety of interests coexist, from livestock grazing to use for the MOD training exercises. There is a base nearby and 
during WW2 the American army trained here as the land is very similar to the Normandy beaches. During the war, the 
base was for the RAF but now it is occupied by the Royal Marines. 
It is one of my favourite beaches to visit and the blackberries are just excellent! 
As I am isolated, I have started to explore the lanes and footpaths near my house. At the moment, the banks on the   
roadsides are full of wild flowers and there are butterflies and bumble bees everywhere. I have sorted out several walks 
and I like walking through the fields and woods to a hamlet not far away with a church high on a hill.  When walking 
round the churchyard, I saw about 50 war graves immaculately kept which, of course, were crews from the Air Force and I 
noticed graves of airmen from around the Commonwealth. It was sad to see all those young lives lost. The churchyard 
overlooks the base where they were stationed. 
I also noticed this unusual grave, Edward Capern was a postman  
during the 1800’s when the royal mail came by stage coach to 
Bideford post office and, after sorting the mail, Edward walked 19 
miles, six days a week, delivering the letters as far as Buckland 
Brewer where he waited  for two hours before doing the return 
journey. 
On the way back, he rang a bell at the houses and the people came 
out with their post to be taken back to Bideford. As Edward walked 
along, he made up poems about the countryside and the seasons. He 
became well known as the Postman Poet and had his works 
published. 
He retired to live in Harborne, Birmingham to be near his son, but 
later on returned to North Devon. His post bell is enclosed in his 
tombstone. 
I feel I am very lucky to be living in such a lovely place, but there 
are drawbacks, it is 55 miles to the nearest John Lewis!  
The nearest big town is Exeter which is an hour and a quarter on the 
train.                      Margaret Argyle  
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Your Top ‘Go-to’ Advice on Health and 
Wellbeing during the COVID-19 Outbreak

This is a hard time for everyone and it’s normal to feel down sometimes. 
There are many things you can do to support your wellbeing. Please visit 
www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/ 

A new local NHS mental health support service offers emotional help, guidance and 
reassurance to   people who may be finding the current situation overwhelming. The Solihull helplines are:

0-19 yr olds - Mon-Fri (8am-8pm): 0121 301 2750   -   Weekends/evenings (8pm-8am): 0121 301 5500
11-25 yr olds- Counselling and support 24/7: www.kooth.com 
Over 18s - 7 days a week (9am-11pm): 0121 262 3555
Key workers - 7 days a week (9am-11pm): 0121 633 1217

Staying Active at Home

We're all now spending a lot 
more time at home and that means it’s getting 
harder to keep active. 

Find ideas at www.solihullactive.co.uk

Solihull Integrated Addiction 
Services (SIAS)

If you are in need of support or 
advice around alcohol or substance misuse, 
please contact SIAS in confidence on 0121 301 
4141 or visit www.sias-solihull.org.uk

Stopping smoking

Smokers are more susceptible to viruses and 
smoking can worsen or prolong respiratory 
conditions. You can self-refer to Gateway using 
the Freephone no. 0800 599 9880 to start your 
quit journey by phone or Skype. Or visit: 
www.gatewayfs.org/our-work/health-and-well
being-services/solihull-lifestyle-service/

Domestic Abuse

This time can be challenging for 
adults and children living with 

domestic abuse and for many survivors, staying 
home may not be the safest option. If you or 
someone else is in immediate danger please call 
999 and ask for the police. You can phone a 24 
hour helpline on 0808 2000 247 or visit 
www.solihull.gov.uk/domesticabuse

When things feel really 
tough…. 

Samaritans can listen at any time of the day or 
night. You can talk to them about anything that's 
troubling you. Call free on 116 123 or visit 
www.samaritans.org 

For general advice on the outbreak please visit 
www.gov.uk or www.solihull.gov.uk

Staying at Home with Children

Staying at home can bring a range of 
challenges, bored and frustrated 
children and increasing demands on 

parents and carers. 

For advice on managing this time at home, please 
visit www.solgrid.org.uk/fivetothrive/parenting/  

It is important to look after yourself during this outbreak and the following websites can help: 

The Meriden Mag Salutes 
Our Local Heroes

Summer 2020Summer 2020
Meriden Mag Meriden Mag 
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