Addendum to Standing Order Item 15 Proper Officer
Sub Item b. The Proper Officer shall:xviii. Delegated Powers
The Council delegates full executive powers, as follows:•

Scheme of Delegation
The scheme to meet remotely concludes on 6th May 2021 with High Court
judgement ruling as follows:The Conclusion of the judgment was:
"... we conclude that the Secretary of State was correct in November 2016
and July 2019 to say that primary legislation would be required to allow
local authority “meetings” under the 1972 Act to take place remotely. In
our view, once the Flexibility Regulations cease to apply, such meetings
must take place at a single, specified geographical location; attending a
meeting at such a location means physically going to it; and being
“present” at such a meeting involves physical presence at that location.
We recognise that there are powerful arguments in favour of permitting
remote meetings. But, as the consultation documents show [a 2016
consultation in to virtual meetings in local government], there are also
arguments against doing so. The decision whether to permit some or all
local authority meetings to be conducted remotely, and if so, how and
subject to what safeguards, involves difficult policy choices on which there
is likely to be a range of competing views. These choices have been made
legislatively for Scotland by the Scottish Parliament and for Wales by the
Senedd. In England, they are for Parliament, not the courts. "
Therefore Town and Parish Councils will have to meet face to face
beyond the 6th May 2021.
The dates of May’s Annual Meeting and Parish Council Meeting have
been brought forward to 5th May 2021. WALC’s legal advice is to delegate
power to the clerk on a number of issues as we are unable to meet for 2/3
months (step 4 of road map out of lockdown is not until 21st June 2021).
Therefore recommendation to increase powers to the clerk as follows:
(i)

Increase spending to £10,000 limit;

(ii)

To be named person for planning and finance committees and
these committees to be renamed working groups so remote
meetings may continue for consultation only with the clerk but no
decision making to be undertaken;

(iii)

This process to be put in place until Annual Meeting May 2022 or
until such time as a legal full council resolution to amend or
discontinue this practice.
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