Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14th February 2022
Venue: The Pavilion, Meriden Sports Park at 7.30 p.m.
Present:
Cllr R Weaver RW

Chair

Cllr M Woollard MW

Via zoom due to selfisolation (non-voting)

Cllr J Hughes JH
Cllr C Smith
CS
Cllr A Eburne AE
Mrs B Bland BB
Clerk
In attendance: Cllr Dicicco & four members of the public.
1.
Welcome & Apologies
Chair opened the meeting. Chair welcomed all attendees; members of the public and
Cllr Dicicco are attending via zoom, together with Cllr Woollard who is self-isolating.
Apologies received from Cllrs Allsopp, Howell and Barber. No apologies received or
recorded for Cllr Kipling or Cllr Nunn. The meeting is recorded and streamed on
Facebook.
IT WAS RESOLVED Members accepted apologies and recorded the non-attendance
of Cllr Kipling and Cllr Nunn.
2.
•

Public Participation
The clerk had received an email from residents who remained anonymous, to
be included in the meeting. Clerk confirmed residents resided in the parish of
Meriden.

Chair read the following: “The prospect of extending the footpath on Berkswell Road beyond the Heart of
England social club where it currently ends, has been discussed both at Parish
Council level and more recently it seems by our representatives on Solihull Council.
It’s not been made clear by how much the footpath should be extended i.e. to the
restaurant at Berryfields or all the way to Cornets End. Nor who it would benefit, or
how many residents of Meriden it would benefit. If it is intended as a footpath to
Berryfields surely they as a commercial enterprise would be the main beneficiary’s
and should apply for planning permission and pay for it themselves.

Signed ………………………………… Chair

Dated …………………………………
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There are many more road or pavement improvements that could be made that
would be of benefit to more Meriden residents than a pavement on Berkswell
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We recently received “News from Andrew Burrow and your Conservative Team” in
the form of a leaflet posted through our letterbox. Part of the news he imparted,
suggested that there is to be a study as to the likely cost of extending this footpath.
This study in itself has a cost implication.

Road, if there is a fund or finances available for feasibility studies, surely it would
make more sense to draw up a list of potential improvements and then decide where
to spend it.
As you know there have been fatal road accidents on Main Road. Traffic calming
measures are needed in the village. There is a particularly bad bend on the
approach to Meriden from Berkswell just after Berryfields which has a hidden exit/
entrance for Pertemps and residents where there have been many serious
accidents. The 30 mph limit here is ignored by most motorists. These are a few
examples and I’m sure other residents would have many more.
This is a country lane, there has been very little development or increase in
population on this lane in past 100 years and I don’t know where the impetus or
request for this pavement has suddenly appeared. There are miles of public
footpaths in the immediate area, much more suitable for hikers and walkers than a
footpath from Meriden to Berkswell.”
Cllr Dicicco responded: This is a very busy road that is dangerous to pedestrians. This came about due to the
impetus of vehicles travelling at speed and pedestrians having to walk in the road. A
study would not cost that much as there are teams within SMBC who have experience
of undertaking such studies. It is likely to take the form of a desk top study with officers
making the judgement for future investigation. He will raise the concerns with
highways officers; he personally has no preference as others have better knowledge
of the hotspots in Meriden that himself. As part of the study officers will talk to all
interested parties and affected residents, keeping in mind views around privacy,
disturbance and value for money a scheme such as this brings to residents. Funding
will come from Active Travel and HS2 Road Safety Fund.

Residents and the parish council have been attempting to get air quality
improved from the quarry site but correspondence is not being answered.
Residents have written to MP without success or acknowledgement.
Signed ………………………………… Chair

Dated …………………………………
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A & A Recycling
Concerns were shared by residents of continued pollution and fibrous particles
laying on cars, garden furniture, ponds etc. There has been no positive
outcome from the EA and their monitoring station data. The situation is getting
worse. The EA wrote to the parish council advising particle levels are
acceptable but not these were not analysed or broken down. EA permits are in
place but unless there is a serious breach of conditions nothing is being done.
Within their waste management plan screening of staff is scheduled twice a
year……health screening for A & A employees but what about residents who
are impacted by pollutants being blown from site. Residents are breathing
these pollutants too and this is a health hazard.
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•

Action: (i) Cllr Dicicco to recommend full analysis is carried out on fibrous
particles on cars etc. (ii) speak to residents regarding EA report and
complaints, (iii) raise formally with Quarry Liaison Group.
The EA came to a meeting with the parish council and residents group to explain report
and their findings. Harworth Estate commissioned a report in 2018 by Wardle
Armstrong. The outcome of the report recommended operators to improve on their
operations. Wardle Armstrong to be contacted to see if suggestions have been
implemented via a tripartite group.
Cllr Dicicco advised the Quarry Liaison Group needs to hold to account operators who
are not adhering to EA licence/permits. He further agreed to take concerns back to
environmental health team and planning officers for them to use their powers to bring
back to the table the QLG where enforcement may be discussed. A sub-committee to
be set up to engage with all parties. The parish council to explore options and review
how to take it forward to a public meeting with operators.
Public participation closed at 20.05.
3.
Declarations of Interest
3a
To declare any personal interests in items on the agenda and their nature.
None.
3b
To declare any prejudicial interests in items on the agenda and their nature
None.
4.
Minutes of Last Meetings – 24th January 2022
The minutes of the meeting held on 24th January 2022 agreed.
IT WAS RESOLVED Minutes of meetings held on 24th January 2022 approved by
Members. Proposed Cllr Hughes and seconded Cllr Smith.
5.
Finance & Governance
5.1
Finance Working Group Recommendations
The working group minutes were circulated to members with recommendations
therein.

Signed ………………………………… Chair

Dated …………………………………
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5.2 February Payments
February payments had been circulated to members for the parish council and sports
park for approval.
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IT WAS RESOLVED The minutes of finance committee meeting held on 8th February
2022 were agreed. Proposed Cllr Hughes and seconded Cllr Weaver.

Meriden 1st Scouts are requesting their annual payment for flag raising duties. A
discussion continued considering an uplift to the annual amount. It was agreed that
due to additional flag raising an increase of £25 be applied. Therefore approval from
all members for a payment of £475.00.
IT WAS RESOLVED Proposed by Cllr Hughes, seconded Cllr Eburne.
•

•

Parish Council
The parish council payments for February approved at £2918.51 gross. No all
the invoices are in as we are meeting early due to half term. The final list of
February payments may be viewed on the website finance page from 28th
February.
IT WAS RESOLVED Proposed by Cllr Hughes, seconded Cllr Smith.
Sports Park
The park payments for February approved at £9373.50 gross and may be
viewed on the website finance page. This is higher than usual due to
playground maintenance.
IT WAS RESOLVED Proposed by Cllr Hughes, seconded Cllr Eburne.

5.3 Budget 2022-2023
Draft to be finalised in line with business plan and parish action plan for March meeting.
Finance committee recommend new budget headings links. Edge to be contacted
Action: Chair/Clerk
5.4 DBS Checks
Cllr Dicicco to chase SMBC HR.
Action: Cllr Dicicco
6.
Progress Reports (for information only)
6.1
Village Hall Management Committee
Nothing to report.
War Memorials
•
The stone seat insurance now with loss adjuster and we await outcome.
•
The stone cross to receive some maintenance including gentle brushing
of structure to remove moss; painting of white metal fencing; and cleaning of
brick surround and repointing.
•
National Cyclists Memorial – quotation received for maintenance and
cleaning. Pre-application to War Memorials Trust for funding. Contact made
with Cycling UK for part funding project. Quotation awaited for relaying slabs
to eliminate trip hazard from uneven pavers.
Action: Clerk
6.3
Meriden Pool
Nothing to report.
Signed ………………………………… Chair
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6.2

Dated …………………………………
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6.4
Allotments
Nothing to report.
6.5
Footpaths/Forum
The footpath blocked off Hampton Lane now open; signage cleaned however
t2 bags of building sand remain in situ which members of the public are now
walking over to gain access.
6.6
Quarry Liaison Group
Nothing to report.
6.7
Solihull Area Committee
The next SAC meeting will be held on 7th April 2022 and all Members are welcome to
attend.
6.8
Tree Warden & TPO List
Nothing to report.
6.9
Tea & Talk
Nothing to report and to be discussed at development day.
Action: ALL
6.10 Community Speed Watch/Street Watch
New PCSOs now in post. There are new volunteers coming forward to receive
training. More discussion required at development day.
Action: JB/AE
6.11 HS2
Formal complaint acknowledged for numbers of HGVs using the village in convoy as
cut through from Berkswell Road.
6.12 Meriden Sports Park
There will be a joint meeting of Trustees/Directors on 23rd March 2022.
6.13 Meriden Sport & Recreation Trust
Nothing to report.
7.
Clerk’s Report
Nothing to report.
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8.
District and Ward Councillor Reports
Cllr Dicicco reported:-

Signed ………………………………… Chair

Dated …………………………………

Clerk: Barbara Bland
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•
•

•

Fillongley Road diversion – emails from residents regarding diversion route
not being followed. Highways officers have made necessary changes to
signage and enforcement to hold drivers to account.
HS2 issues – looking to re-apply for haul route which had been rejected July
2021. The haul route needs to be away from Hall Meadow Road. Kelsey
Lane identified for 200 lorry movements per day which it cannot take with a
one-way flow and knock on effect to residents. Objection to the latest haul
route application will be recorded due to danger to pedestrians.
Fly tipping continues with latest being Cornets End Lane and Berkswell Road.
Enforcement cameras to be sited in areas around this location. Keen to make
prosecutions. Fly tipping is totally inappropriate and there is a significant
increase in the area.

Chair thanked Cllr Dicicco and recorded her disappointment that there was no
mention of partnership working with the parish council in the latest “News from your
Conservative Team”. Recognition of team efforts needs to be acknowledged for
future publications. Cllr Dicicco noted the comments.
9.
Correspondence & Communication
All correspondence emailed is forwarded to Members for their reference.
10.
Meriden Village Matters
10.1 Library
Nothing to report.
10.2 Village Commemoration
10.2(i) Platinum Jubilee Big Lunch
The event will be held at the sports park on Sunday 5th June 2021 between 12 – 6
p.m.. Working group is meeting regularly. Stalls are available and if interested let RW
know. The event will also be part of the Big Platinum Lunch with attendees bringing
their own picnic lunches.
Action: RW/BB/JB
10.3 Freehold Transfer of Sports Park
Nothing to report as awaiting solicitor update.

Signed ………………………………… Chair

Dated …………………………………
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Concerns were raised about the new lighting columns in Millisons Wood and if the
lighting would continue down Meriden Hill as this footpath is dark even with existing
lighting on. The new columns only sited one side of the road which leaves new
cycling layout in darkness with potential collision with Orcas. Also the debris on the
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10.4 Highways
A request for the number of tickets issued by enforcement officers around the Green
and fines paid.

highway in the cycle lane is making cyclists unable to use the cycle lane safely.
Clerk to contact Dean Ward for update. The discussion for improved lighting started
when the school bus stopped.
Action: Clerk
10.4(i)Litter
The next community litter pick dates are scheduled for Saturday 26 th February,
Saturday 26th March and Saturday 23rd April 2022. Everyone welcome so please get
involved.
Action: MW
10.5 Local Council Award Scheme
Work continues and will be discussed at the forthcoming development day.
Action: ALL
10.6Digital Community Inclusion/Engagement
To be discussed at the development day.
Action: ALL
10.7Meriden Public & Community Transport
The parish council continues to engage with TfWM to maximise the transport offer to
the local community. The TfWM team will be attending the Warm Hub on Tuesday
15th February to share information of new “on-demand service” and discuss any
concerns, and take issues away as actions.
Action: Clerk
10.8 Dementia Friends/First Aiders/Dementia & Autism Training
The Warm Hub is going well with good attendance weekly. Some of the attendees
have early dementia.
10.9 Business Network
Nothing to report.
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11. Planning Matters
11.1 Community Asset/Right to Bid/Land Ownership
Nothing to report.
11.2 Planning Applications Update
Signed ………………………………… Chair
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10.10Defibrillators & Training
Another training session to be held on Sunday 20th February 1-3 pm at Pavilion. To
date 21 residents have received training with a good mix across the parish. If anyone
would like the take up the opportunity, please let RW know.
Action: RW

Dated …………………………………
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Various planning applications awaiting decision. 3 new notifications received for hay
stall, retrospective for Queens Head and side extension in Millisons Wood.
Action: JH
11.3 Parish Action Plan & Business Plan
Currently under review and RW/BB are meeting on 15th February 2022 to conclude.
Action: RW/BB
11.4 Solihull Local Plan Review
Awaiting the external examiners report April 2022.
12.
Climate Change
WALC are scheduling a Local Council Climate Action Day on Wednesday 30th March
2022. Please advise clerk who is available to attend so I may register Members.
Action: ALL
13.
Youth Council
To be discussed at development day.
14. Digital Review
To be discussed at development day.
15. Parish Council Development Day
This is scheduled for Saturday 19th February 2022 13.00-15.00 hours. Venue Pavilion.
All councillors will be expected to attend.
Action: RW/Clerk
16.
Annual Parish Assembly
The date of the Parish Assembly will be 11th April 2022.
17.
Councillor’s reports and items for future agenda
Nothing to report.
18.
Date of Next Meeting
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 21st March 2022 at 19.30
at Pavilion.
Chair thanked Councillors and members of the public for their contribution and
attending tonight’s meeting.
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The meeting closed at 20.50 hours.

Signed ………………………………… Chair

Dated …………………………………
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